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#001

Posted by Andrew Smith on 09/14/2023 at 5:17pm [Comment ID: 410] - Link

Type: Question -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

The city of Santa Rosa needs to merge its bus system with Sonoma County's Transit
system to decrease administrative overhead. Use the savings to add more buses on
the streets. Both transit systems are antique government models from the 20th
Century and not applicable in the 21st Century. Both compete for the same people to
drive buses and maintain them. So why doesn't Santa Rosa government sit down
with Sonoma County government to merge the two bus systems?
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1. Introduction

Santa Rosa is the urban core and economic
center of the northern Bay Area. The City of
Santa Rosa is in central Sonoma County,
approximately 55 miles north of San Francisco,
as shown in Figure 1-1. Santa Rosa grew outward
from the original downtown area oriented
around the historic Northwestern Pacific
Railroad line and Santa Rosa Creek. Historic
resources and districts like the Railroad Square
area offer a unique glimpse into Santa Rosa’s
early beginnings. Proximity to the ocean, open
space, neighboring wine country, the Russian
River, and accessibility to urban and rural
Northern California offer a unique way of life for
the Santa Rosa community and support a
diverse economy that weathers regional and
larger cycles. Santa Rosa consistently ranks high
among the nation’s top places to live and work.

This chapter offers background information
about the city, general plans in California, and
the process of developing General Plan 2050.

Context and Background

Context

The City initiated the General Plan update
process in early 2020. Since adoption of the
previous General Plan in 2009, State planning
laws have changed significantly, as have the city
and community because of the typical impacts
of growth and change over time as well as

monumental events at the local, national, and
global levels, including:

Wildfire. The Tubbs Fire started in the
late hours of October 8, 2017, and was not
contained until three weeks later.
Starting in Calistoga, the blaze quickly
became the most destructive California
wildfire at that time, burning portions of
Napa, Sonoma, and Lake Counties. The
Tubbs Fire inflicted approximately $1.2
billion in dama@n Santa Rosa alone.
Residential neighborhoods in the city,
including Coffey Park, Fountaingrove,
and Hidden Valley, suffered the most
damage from the fire, which destroyed
about 5 percent of the city's housing
stock. Low-density, single-family housing
units were hit hardest by the fire, but it
also destroyed medium-density, attached
single-family and multifamily housing
units, commercial and industrial uses,
and schools in north Santa Rosa. Among
the nonresidential units lost were the
Hilton Sonoma Wine Country, the
Fountaingrove Inn, the Kmart store, and
multiple restaurants and wineries. The
city again suffered from wildfire in 2018
and 2020. The Z@Mc:ade Fire burned
77,758 acres and threatened Santa Rosa
and many other communities, prompting
the largest evacuation in the history of
Sonoma County. The 2020 Glass Fire
touched down in Santa Rosa’s
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#002

Posted by Ingrid Stearns on 08/08/2023 at 6:51pm [Comment ID: 154] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

We should also acknowledge the loss of human life in this fire, not just economic
impacts.

#003

Posted by Ingrid Stearns on 08/08/2023 at 6:47pm [Comment ID: 153] - Link
Type: Suggestion

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

The Kincade fire was in 2019, not 2018.
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CHAPTER1 | INTRODUCTION

B[0Z4elelsy Nt Nneighborhood, destroying 13
homes there. General Plan 2050 works
strategically to mitigate the risk of
wildfire and enhance evacuation capacity
in addition to addressing long-term
resilience in the face of climate change
and all natural disasters.

Social Justice. On October 22, 2013, Andy
Lopez Cruz was shot by an on-duty
Sonoma County Sheriff's Deputy and
died at the scene. In the aftermath of the
incident, significant civil unrest resulted
in multiple protest marches and a Black
Friday flash mob at the Santa Rosa Plaza.
Protestors also convened at the
Courthouse for weeks to speak out
against Mr. Lopez Cruz's shooting and
other officer-involved fatalities.

On May 25, 2020, George Floyd, a Black
man, was murdered by a white
Minneapolis police officer, who pinned
Floyd down by the neck with his knee for
nearly 10 minutes. In response to Floyd's
death, protests erupted across the nation.
On May 31, 2020, numerous protesters
were injured at a rally in Santa Rosa
during a confrontation with police.
Floyd's death and its aftermath pointed a
spotlight on systemic racism and police
brutality and awakened Santa Rosa
residents to the reality of these issues in
their own community. Further, these
events added to a larger narrative that
we need meaningful action to address
social and economic inequities that
adversely impact commmunities of color
and low-income households.

In consideration of these and other
events and issues, the Santa Rosa City
Council adopted Resolution 21-0980 in
2021 declaring racism a human rights
and public health crisis in Santa Rosa.
General Plan 2050 includes policies and
actions to address environmental justice,
equity, and community health with the

aim of improving quality of life for all
community members.

Pandemic. In early 2020, just after the
Santa Rosa Forward project launched,
the global COVID-19 pandemic hit
California and Sonoma County. In March
2020, facing rising rates of infection and
death, the State ordered nonessential
businesses to close and issued a shelter-
in-place order for residents that would be
lifted and reinstated multiple times
through the end of the year and into 2021.
Businesses and employees without
remote work options, like those in the
restaurant industry, faced lost income,
businesses closed, and many individuals
lost their jobs.

In August 2021, the Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) approved the first
COVID-19 vaccine. Santa Rosa gradually
“re-opened,” and in-person work has
resumed, but the disease remains a
concern, particularly for higher-risk
individuals, and its impacts to the
community are still widely felt. By early
2023, over 1 million Americans, nearly
100,000 Californians, and almost 500
Sonoma County residents had died due
to COVID-19. The death toll has not
impacted all communities equally. A
Sonoma County study revealed that a
disproportionate share of those who died
from COVID-19 were from the county's
Latino population—12 percent of total
deaths were Latino and 3 percent were
White. Similarly, studies at the national
level found that the pandemic
contributed to significantly greater
declines in life expectancy in 2020 for
Latino and Black populations compared
to Whites.

In May 2023, the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention declared the end
of the Federal COVID-19 Public Health
Emergency. Now Santa Rosa focuses on
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#004

Posted by Ryan Tracey on 07/31/2023 at 9:50pm [Comment ID: 144] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

Correct to Skyhawk -- Oakmont only lost one home in the Glass Fire; Skyhawk lost 15
(https://www.pressdemocrat.com/article/news/rebuild-north-bay-in-santa-rosa-subdivi
sion-burned-by-glass-fire-difficul/).

#005

Posted by Diane Ethier on 08/12/2023 at 8:08am [Comment ID: 159] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

Oakmont lost 5 homes total, Skyhawk neighborhood lost more. Perhaps reword to
Oakmont and Skyhawk neighborhoods lost 13 homes combined.
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recovery and rebounding stronger. Many
businesses have instituted permanent
remote working opportunities, changing
commute patterns and housing needs
for the foreseeable future. Some
businesses remain closed, but those that
survived or opened in the wake of the
pandemic offer more outdoor dining
opportunities and activate the streets
with sidewalk dining in parklets. Santa
Rosa's General Plan includes
considerations for the impacts that the
COVID-19 pandemic had on the Santa
Rosa community and plans to support
the city's economic and social recovery
and revitalization. The Santa Rosa
community has endured great hardships
but has shown incredible resilience and
emerged stronger, ready to surpass
previous norms; with this updated
General Plan, Santa Rosa is moving
forward.

Climate Change: Human activity
increases the levels of carbon dioxide and
other greenhouse gases (GHGs) in the
atmosphere. Many daily actions produce
GHGs, such as using electricity and
natural gas in our homes and businesses,
driving a car, and throwing out the trash.
Higher levels of atmospheric GHGs result
in higher temperatures and other
changes to the global climate system.
These changes lead to more frequent
and severe natural hazards in and around
Santa Rosa. Scientists link many recent
natural disasters in the region to climate
change, including the 2017 Tubbs fire, the
2020-2023 statewide drought, and
increased frequency and durations of
extreme heat events. Many of the
communities in Santa Rosa who already
experience social and economic
inequities are expected to suffer more
than others from the effects of climate
change.

CHAPTER 1| INTRODUCTION

To address the threat posed by climate
change, Santa Rosa must take a
multipronged approach to rapidly and
significantly decrease the community’s
GHG emissions and to simultaneously
make Santa Rosa more resilient to the
harmful effects of climate change that
have already happened and are expected
to continue. The community will need to
transition to clean sources of energy for
buildings and transportation, reduce
waste generation and water use, retrofit
and rehabilitate vulnerable buildings and
infrastructure, and improve emergency
notification and evacuation practices,
among many other actions, to decrease
GHG emissions and achieve a more
resilient futyglefel

Numerous actions result in GHG
emissions, and climate change affects
almost everyone and everything in Santa
Rosa. Though climate change is a
significant problem and difficult to tackl@
the benefits of addressing it are
extensive—a more sustainable and
resilient Santa Rosa, lower utility bills and
other costs, less dependence on cars,
improved air quality and other public

@ health benefits, and a more equitable
and just system. For these and many
other reasons, addressing climate change
is critical to Santa Rosa's future success

and well-being. @

General Plan 2050 reflects changed community
needs and priorities in the wake of recent
natural disasters; honors the lives lost, sacrifices
made, and suffering endured by community
members, particularly those who face structural
barriers and inequities; and works to ensure the
resilience of the community into the future.

Tribal Acknowledgement

The City of Santa Rosa recognizes that we are on
the ancestral lands of the Coast Miwok, Pomo,
and Wappo, who are the original stewards of this
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#006

Posted by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 12:52pm [Comment ID: 322] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 3, Disagree: 0

Suggest adding the net zero by 2030 goal adopted by the City here, in the
paragraphs of this subheading. consistent with references to City actions listed in
other subheadings of this intro. It is arguably the most important issue the City (and
the rest of the world) will face in this General Plan's time horizon

#007

Posted by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 12:57pm [Comment ID: 323] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 2, Disagree: 0

The expense of reducing emissions and drawing down CO2 from the atmosphere is
far less than the ever increasing costs of dealing with the impacts of climate change.
I'd suggest adding that perspective here, too.

#008

Posted by Steve Birdlebough on 09/23/2023 at 9:19pm [Comment ID: 457] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

The goals of the California Air Resources Board, as set forth in its 2022 Scoping Plan
should also be mentioned.
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/resources/documents/2022-scoping-plan-documents
Appendicies D & E are of particular importance regarding sustainable communities.
They call for a 2X increase in transit service and a 25% reduction in VMT by 2030!

#009

Posted by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 1:00pm [Comment ID: 324] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 3, Disagree: 0

Not only critical to success but also perhaps to continued existence at all, even
during this General Plan's 2050 time horizon.

#010

Posted by Roy Smith on 08/19/2023 at 8:18am [Comment ID: 210] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

Consider inserting "reduce total energy and resource use, both local and imported..."
"Localize food production and other industries, to reduce transport emissions and
improve economic security."
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#011

Posted by Kevin Conway on 09/20/2023 at 1:53pm [Comment ID: 445] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

The consequences of NOT addressing climate change have been and will continue to
be one catastrophic event after the other. The climate crisis should be the starting
point from which every aspect of the General Plan is based on. We don't know what
specific climate events we will be facing in the years leading up to 2050, but we
must be prepared for whatever comes. The climate crisis is the biggest existential
threat humanity has ever faced.
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CHAPTER1 | INTRODUCTION

area. Santa Rosa is on the ancestral lands of
Coast Miwok and Southern Pomo Tribal groups.
The two Tribal groups now make up the
Federated Indians of Graton Rancheria. The
Federated Indians of Graton Rancheria is

ulturally affiliated, and its territory includes
what is modern day Santa Rosa. We respectfully
acknowledge the Indigenous peoples and
Southern Pomo tribes: Federated Indians of
Graton Rancheria, Dry Creek Rancheria, Lytton
Rancheria, and Cloverdale Rancher ive
federally recognized tribes in Sonoma County
have been stewarding and maintaining
relationship on this land as knowledge keepers
for millennia. The City is dedicated to promoting
understanding and educating the public abou
historical and ongoing connections between
land conservation and social inequities. This
includes the histories of genocide, forced
removal and displacement, and broken
promises with Indigenous peoples and Tribes as
a part of United States American history.
Indigenous and Tribal people are not just in our
histories. We strive to empower Indigenous and
Tribal voices to share their own history, as to not
perpetuate another form of being silenced.
While recognizing the past, we honor the
resiliency of Indigenous people and California
Native American Tribes still in their ancestral
territories in relationship with their land and
culture.

History and Setting

Before arrival of the Europeans, the Santa Rosa
Plain was home to a rich history of Native
American heritage. Archaeologists speculate
that Native American habitation in the region
began approximately 7,0
of Native American civilization have been
discovered along Santa Rosa Creek and its
tributaries, in the adjacent alluvial valleys and
surrounding plains, in the hills, in the Annadel
State Park area, in the Laguna de Santa Rosa,
and in the Windsor area. The remains of entire
settlements, including three former villages,
have been found in northern Santa Rosa.

ars ago. Remnants

Santa Rosa, Spanish for “Saint Rose,” was
founded in 1833 and named after Saint Rosa of
Lima, Peru. The first non-native permanent
settlers were the family of the widow Dona Maria
Carrillo, mother-in-law of General Vallejo and
aunt of the Mexican Governor Pio Pico. By the
1850s, a Wells Fargo post and general store were
established in what is now downtown Santa
Rosa. In 1867, the county recognized Santa Rosa
as an incorporated city, and in 1868 the State
officially confirmed the incorporation, making
Santa Rosa officially the third incorporated city
in Sonoma County.

The population of Santa Rosa remained relatively
small until railroad services started in 1870 and
linked the city to the greater Bay Area and the
rest of the state. In 1949, construction on
Highway 101 through Santa Rosa began, which
resulted in bisecting the east and west sides of
the city while connecting Santa Rosa to the
north and south by car. In 1900, the city's
population was 6,673. Santa Rosa has grown and
evolved into a diverse metropolitan community
that serves as the commercial, economic, civic,
cultural, and educational center of the northern
Bay Area region. By 2000, the population was
147,532, making Santa Rosa the largest city in
Sonoma County and the fifth most populous city
in the Bay Area. By 2019, the Santa Rosa
population had climbed to 174,885 people.
Today, the city has over 40 unique
neighborhoods and commercial districts. Figure
1-2 maps seven major areas referred to
throughout the General Plan to orient the
reader.
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#012

Posted by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 1:05pm [Comment ID: 326] - Link
Type: Question -
Agree: 2, Disagree: 0

Where do these aspirational statements here bear fruit in the General Plan?

#013

Posted by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 1:04pm [Comment ID: 325] - Link

Type: Question -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

what do you mean by "culturally affiliated"? And is this meant to say that the two
Tribal groups mentioned are culturally affiliated with one another? the FIGR is
culturally affiliated with the City of Santa Rosa? It reads unclearly to me

#014

Posted by Ingrid Stearns on 08/08/2023 at 7:17pm [Comment ID: 156] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

7,000 years is a very small estimate given current research. Also, native peoples
generally consider themselves to have been here since time immemorial. It might
honor them more to express time according to their traditions.

#015

Posted by Ingrid Stearns on 08/08/2023 at 7:05pm [Comment ID: 155] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 2, Disagree: 0

We should also mention the Kashia Band of Pomo Indians of Stewarts Point
Rancheria. They are federally recognized and their tribal government office is in
Santa Rosa.

#016

Posted by Katie on 07/19/2023 at 10:29am [Comment ID: 104] - Link

Type: Question -

Agree: 2, Disagree: 0

How will the city be doing this? Will there be programs encouraging native art
installations? Will plagues and educational signs be placed around the city at historic
locations? Will signs identifying natural features (eg: the educational sign at Prince
Gateway Park) be redone to include native heritage, vocabulary, and significance?
Will these efforts be done in collaboration and deference to the tribes, or will this be
a case of an outside entity representing these groups in a narrative that is not their
own?
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#017

Posted by Denise Hill on 09/05/2023 at 11:19am [Comment ID: 273] - Link

Type: Question -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

Where is the legend for the color coding of different areas. Is it based on City Council Districts? Would be good to
know.

#018

Posted by Scott Messenger on 07/17/2023 at 7:07pm [Comment ID: 90] - Link
Type: Suggestion

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

Legend is illegible.
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CHAPTER1 | INTRODUCTION

General Plan
Development

What Is a General Plan?

A general plan is a city's road map for the future.
It describes a community's aspirations and
identifies strategies for managing preservation
and change. Sometimes referred to as the
community’s “constitution,” the general planis a
comprehensive document that provides a policy
framework to guide decision making related to
land use, economic development, community
design, historic preservation, art and culture,
mobility, open space, conservation, greenhouse
gas reduction, safety, adaptation to climate
change, public service, commmunity health,
equity, environmental justice, parks, commmunity
services, housing, and more. California law
requires every city and county to prepare and
adopt a comprehensive and long-range general
plan that addresses eight topics (or “elements”):
land use, circulation (or mobility), open space,
conservation, noise, safety, environmental
justice, and housing. State law also allows
optional elements to be added. Any optional
element has the same policy weight as the
required elements, and the elements can be
presented in a variety of formats.

The general plan establishes the policy
framework to be used by residents, businesses,
developers, staff, council, and appointed boards
and commissions. General plans typically include
goals, policies, and implementing actions as well
as maps and diagrams. These components
together convey a long-term community vision
and guide local decision making to achieve that
vision. The general plan and its maps, diagrams,
and development policies form the basis for
zoning and subdivision ordinances and for
prioritizing public works projects. Under
California law, any specific plan, area plan,
community plan, zoning regulation, subdivision
map, and private development or public works
project has to be consistent with the general

plan. Once a jurisdiction adopts, updates, or
amends the general plan, it must amend the
zoning, subdivision, and other land use
regulation ordinances if needed to make them
consistent with the general plan.

Santa Rosa’s General Plan plays the foundational
role in regulating land use in the city; it is the
top-level planning document, providing
direction for all zoning regulations, ordinances,
guidelines, and area or specific plans. The goals
and policies throughout the General Plan are
interrelated and should be considered together
when making decisions related to land use,
mobility, growth, and development. City staff
apply General Plan policies to give direction to
development applicants and land use analysis
for the City Council, Planning Commission, and
other boards and commissions. In addition, the
General Plan actions comprise a detailed
implementation program to guide City
department work programs and budgeting.
Future land use decisions and infrastructure
improvements made by the City must be
consistent with the General Plan.

Plan Process

General Plan 2050 was developed in close
collaboration with the community and with
oversight and direction from the Planning
Commission and City Council in a multiyear
process called Santa Rosa Forward. The City
formed two advisory bodies to help guide the
planning process—a Community Advisory
Committee (CAC) and Technical Advisory
Committee (TAC). The CAC included
representatives from a variety of organizations
and perspectives, including neighborhood
associations, transportation and advocacy
groups, environmental organizations, and a
diversity of commmunity members. The primary
role of the CAC was to act as project liaisons and
to encourage participation from a diverse
breadth of community members. The TAC was
made up of technical experts from City
departments and partner agencies that
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provided feedback on the project to ensure the
plan concepts could be achieved.

The process to update the General Plan and
envision the future of Santa Rosa was divided
into phases. Preparation of the plan included the
required environmental analysis, adoption, and
any necessary changes to the City's Zoning Code
and other City policy and regulatory plans and
documents. Each of the five phases to create the
plan involved similar, robust community
engagement efforts to guide development of
the product for that phase and included the
following steps:

e Draft Product. The project team
developed an initial product (e.g.,
Community Involvement Strategy,
Existing Conditions Analysis), guided by
research, input from the TAC, and/or prior
community input.

e Community Engagement. The project
team presented the draft product to the
community to gather additional input. In
each phase, the team used a range of
parallel outreach strategies that were
convenient to as many people as
possible, such as pop-up events,
informational videos, surveys, workshops,
and open houses.

e Joint Study Session with Planning
Commiission and City Council. The team
presented the draft product and
community insights to the Planning
Commission and City Council. The
Commission and Council provided
additional input and direction for next
steps.

e Revisions and Next Phase. Based on
direction from the Planning Commission
and City Council, the project team made
revisions to finalize the product and/or
move on to the next phase of work.

Following are the eight stages of Santa Rosa
Forward:

CHAPTER 1| INTRODUCTION

Phase 1: Project Initiation and
Community Involvement Strategy. In
Phase 1, the City of Santa Rosa and
consultants launched the Santa Rosa
General Plan 2050 update by publishing
a project work plan and a community
involvement strategy (CIS). The City held
four community and small group
conversations and issued a public survey
to get input on the CIS and help refine
the planned approach for engaging the
community.

Phase 2: Existing Conditions and
Visioning. Phase 2 involved the
preparation and publication of a report
detailing current conditions in the
community. The team used this report to
develop a briefing book with high-level
takeaways that highlighted emerging
opportunities and key topics. This work,
combined with a climate change
vulnerability assessment, led to the
project visioning effort, which included
two community surveys that together
received 1,483 responses, and a series of
10 virtual workshops in summer 2021.
Through this process, the community
worked together to craft the Vision
Statement that is the guide for the
General Plan, as shown later in this
chapter.

Phase 3: Alternatives. Phase 3 focused
on three land use and circulation
“Alternatives” for Santa Rosa's future
development, prepared with
consideration of the existing conditions
report, equity issues, and the
community’s Vision Statement. The three
alternatives provided options for
community growth and change to
address identified challenges and
opportunities. Each alternative
implemented the community vision and
offered different approaches to distribute
future housing and mobility.
Engagement for the alternatives phase
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CHAPTER1 | INTRODUCTION

included nine pop-up events, meetings
with 15 different community
organizations, a series of five in-person
workshops, and a virtual open house.

e Phase 4: Preferred Alternative. Phase 4
applied community feedback from the
previous phase to draft a “Preferred”
Alternative. Engagement activities in this
phase included five informational pop-up
events, two in-person open-house events,
and a web-based survey with the same
information and questions as the open
house events. Community input
supported refinements to the final
Preferred Alternative (shown on Figure 1-
3), which is the foundation of the General
Plan. The Preferred Alternative diagram
details the major circulation network
changes (e.g., road diets and bike lane
extensions) supported by the community
and identifies 21 “Areas of Change” where
the City will focus efforts to address
housing, services, connectivity, and/or
infrastructure needs to help make these
complete neighborhoods.

e Phase 5: Draft 2050 General Plan. In
Phase 5 the project team prepared this
General Plan 2050, including the
introductory chapters and the goals,
policies, and actions designed to achieve
the community vision. [Additional details
about the Draft General Plan outreach
process will be added following
completion of this phase].

e Phase 6: Environmental Analysis. All
general plans in California are subject to
environmental review under the
California Environmental Quality Act and
must analyze the environmental impacts

that would result from implementation of

the General Plan. [Additional details
about the Environmental Analysis
outreach process will be added following
completion of this phase].

e Phase 7: Public Review and Adoption.
[Additional details about the General Plan
and Environmental Analysis Public
Review and Adoption process will be
added following completion of this
phase].

e Phase 8: Additional Amendments to
City Documents. The City's zoning
regulations and subdivision approvals
must be consistent with the adopted
General Plan. Therefore, this post-
adoption phase includes the necessary
amendments to ensure that the Santa
Rosa Municipal Code and Zoning Code,
the City's Design Guidelines, Citywide
Creek Master Plan, Bicycle and
Pedestrian Master Plan, Specific Plans,
and any other documents are consistent
with the adopted General Plan.

Community Vision

e The community’s vision for the future,
developed in Phase 2 of the project,
helped to frame the Preferred Alternative
(Phase 4); inform new and updated
General Plan goals, policies, and actions;
and ensure that the General Plan fully
addresses the needs and desires of the
community. The vision is made up of 13
complementary ideals, summarized as
follows:

e Santa Rosa is a diverse, equitable, and
sustainable community built on civic
engagement that empowers everyone to
provide and support equal and affordable
opportunities to obtain good housing,
education and jobs; to enjoy vibrant
cultural events and arts; and to live
healthy lives in resilient neighborhoods
that adapt to social and environmental
change.

e The full Vision Statement, with all 13
ideals, is presented here and depicted
graphically on Figure 1-4.
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Figure 1-3: Preferred Alternative
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#019

Posted by Scott Messenger on 07/17/2023 at 7:07pm [Comment ID: 91] - Link
Type: Question -
Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

No legend. What do these highlighted areas mean?

Reply by SiteAdmin on 07/17/2023 at 9:10pm [Comment ID: 92] - Link
Type: Suggestion

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0
Hello, please check the bottom right of the screen for the ability to magnify the page on the document.

#020

Posted by THEA HENSEL on 09/05/2023 at 5:19pm [Comment ID: 289] - Link

Type: Suggestion o

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

The NW & SW corners of Hoen & Summerfield are currently in transition and under utilized. The lots need rezoning and have the potential to be an east side transit hub as well as higher density

housing or mixed use.
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CHAPTER1 | INTRODUCTION

Santa Rosa is:

Just: Social and environmental justice are
achieved for everyone—all abilities, ages,
ethnicities, gender identities,
immigration status, income levels,
language speakers, races, religions, and
sexual orientations and identities—
EVERYONE.

Sustainable: Natural resources are

restored, protected, and expanded to

provide accessible green space for @
everyone in all neighborhoods, mitigate

drought, ar@winimize greenhouse gas
emissions.

Inclusive: Everyone is welcome and
actively encouraged to join in
neighborhood and citywide decision
making, and barriers to participation are
identified and eliminated.

Healthy: All neighborhoods have low
pollution level and @ air quality, are
vibrant, connected, full-service
communities, with the resources to be
civically organized, and anchored by
inclusive and accessible public outdoor
spaces and buildings offering safe and
welcoming places for everyone. Every

person has the opportunity to attain their
full health potential.

Resilient: All facets of the community,

including housing, infra cture, and
social services are sustai le and
resilient to hazards and economic

changes.

Prepared: The health and safety of
everyone is supported by neighborhood,
City, and county-wide efforts to prepare
for natural and human-caused hazards,
and roadways are optimized to support
efficient evacuations.

Sheltered: A diverse mix of high-quality,
safe, thoughtfully designed, efficiently

planned, and well-served housing at all
affordability levels is available throughout
the community to accommodate
everyone, including formerly homeless,
immigrants, local workers,
multigenerational households, seniors,
students, and formerly incarcerated
people.

Equitable: Everyone has what they need
to enjoy long, fulfilling, healthy lives,
including affordable access to meet their
daily needs—including healthy food,
recreation, education, childcare,
employment opportunities, reliable
internet, physical and mental health
services. @

Successful: Top employers gravita

Black-, Latino/Latina-, and other minority-
owned businesses are in all corners of the
community; equitable investments are
made in all neighborhoods; local shops,
food and beverage establishments and
food trucks, and entertainment spaces
support a vibrant city; and meaningful
work in a thriving economy is available
for people of all ages and backgrounds.

Connected: High-quality, reliable, and
safe transit service, bicycle and
pedestrian facilities, and other forms of
mobility connect all ages across the city
and region at all times and support
healthy lifestyles, clean air, equity, and
resilience.

Safe: Streets are safe; public safety
services are provided by caring and
thoughtful community members who
are representative of and familiar with
the neighborhoods, groups, and
individuals they serve; and everyone,
including immigrants and people of
color, can safely access these services.

Educated: Life-long education,
enrichment, and supportive services and
resources engage and empower young
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#021

Posted by Denise Hill on 09/05/2023 at 11:24am [Comment ID: 274] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

Suggest adding the following: Structure adaptive reuse is encouraged over
demolition to reduce the amount of landfill debris.

#022

Posted by ari on 09/12/2023 at 8:26pm [Comment ID: 397] - Link

Type: Suggestion

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

a few of the factors in the california heat assessment tool (cal-heat.org/explore) are
impervious surfaces, tree coverage and urban heat islands- these are three things
we can try to improve on in all neighborhoods as we continue to develop

#023

Posted by ari on 09/12/2023 at 8:29pm [Comment ID: 399] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

another facet worth emphasizing is resilient access to resources, like
increased+varied local food growing (also sustainable!)

#024

Posted by ari on 09/12/2023 at 8:28pm [Comment ID: 398] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

between sustainable and equitable- expanded access to public transit (i use the srjc
bus pass and am very thankful for it, more programs like that would be awesome)
and improved services like later run times for people who work late

#025

Posted by GREGORY COX on 09/18/2023 at 11:26am [Comment ID: 415] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

Perhaps add a bullet point for "Forward Looking" This has been a consistent miss in
the past where there was not a cohesive vision for the city.

#026

Posted by Denise Hill on 09/05/2023 at 11:29am [Comment ID: 275] - Link
Type: Suggestion
Agree: 1, Disagree: -1
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Add: All neighborhoods are provided the same level of City services in response to
crime, graffiti removal, weed abatement, and similar quality of life issues.

#027

Posted by Ingrid Stearns on 08/08/2023 at 7:50pm [Comment ID: 157] - Link

Type: Question -

Agree: 2, Disagree: 0

What does "top employers gravitate" mean? Top employers attract workers or are
attractive to workers? People gravitate toward top employers? Top employers attract
people to Santa Rosa?
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people, strengthen families (of any family
structure), connect and activate seniors,
and foster the success and well-being of
everyone.

CHAPTER 1| INTRODUCTION

Cultural: Art, cultural resources, and
activities, historic assets, and live music
thrive in every neighborhood, are
accessible to everyone, and work to

celebrate our diverse community, bring
people from all areas of the city together,
and support the local economy.

Figure 1-4: Santa Rosa Vision Diagram

o

Santa Rosa

Vision

Page 32

Draft_General Plan_all pages_RS.pdf SANTA ROSA GENERAL P Em{jacﬁ beIQg/2023 1-13



CHAPTER1 | INTRODUCTION

Preferred Alternative

The Preferred Alternative in Figure 1-3 shows the
foundational land use and circulation network
priorities that guide the General Plan to
implement the community’s vision. The
Preferred Alternative identifies 21 Areas of
Change where the City will focus on housing,
services, connectivity, and/or infrastructure

needed to make these complete neighborhoods.

Complementing the Areas of Change are major
improvements to the transportation network,
which focus on bridging east and west and
enhancing multimodal connectivity and safety
citywide. As appropriate, goals, policies, and
actions prioritize the Areas of Change.

Santa Rosa General Plan
2050

Planning Area

The Planning Area for the General Plan defines
where the City has an interest in land use and
includes land within the incorporated city,
sphere of influence (SOI), and urban growth
boundary (UGB). Under State law, a general plan
must address all areas within the jurisdiction’s
Planning Area. Figure 1-5 shows the boundaries
of the Santa Rosa Planning Area, which covers
about 49 square miles.

The Santa Rosa city limits encompass nearly 43
square miles, 67 percent of which is developable.
An additional 13 percent of the city is made up of
local, regional, and state parkland and open
space, including creeks and waterways. The
remaining 20 percent of the city is
undevelopable because it is unusable due to
topography such as steep terrain, right-of-way
(roads and railroads), or similar.

The SOl is the unincorporated area adjacent to
the city that receives services from the city or
may in the future. As shown on Figure 1-5, the
Sonoma County Local Agency Formation

Commission (LAFCO) identifies unincorporated
neighborhoods north, northeast, south, and
southwest of the city limits as within Santa
Rosa’s SOI. To be eligible for annexation by the
City, land must be in the city's LAFCO-
designated SOI.

As the name suggests, the UGB separates urban
areas from the surrounding natural and
agricultural lands, or greenbelts, and limits how
far out a city can expand. In 1990, Santa Rosa
voters approved a five-year UGB, followed by a
two-decade UGB measure in 1996 and an
extension in 2010 to ensure that the current UGB
will not be significantly changed until at least
2035. The UGB, as shown on Figure 1-5, covers
about 45.5 square miles and encomypasses all
incorporated city land plus some
unincorporated land expected to be annexed at
some point in the future. In most cases, but not
all, the SOl and UGB coincide.

General Plan 2050 Approach

Santa Rosa General Plan 2050 consolidates the
mandated elements into five chapters that
address both required and optional General Plan
topics. The General Plan includes new optional
subjects and some optional topics that are
carried over from the previous plan (General
Plan 2035). Figure 1-6 illustrates the organization
of General Plan 2050, the distribution of State-
mandated and optional elements, and which
optional elements are carried forward from the
prior General Plan.

Two key topics of the General Plan, Greenhouse
Gas (GHG) Reduction and the interrelated
subjects of Health, Equity, and Environmental
Justice are discussed in detail in dedicated
chapters (see Figure 1-6), but other aspects of
the Plan touch on these issues as well, so there
are goals, policies, and actions throughout the
Plan chapters that address them. Table 1-1
highlights where these goals, policies, and
actions are in the Plan.
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CHAPTER 1| INTRODUCTION

In addition to the five topical chapters in the Department of Housing and Community
General Plan, State law requires an update to the Development on April 7,2023, covers the
General Plan Housing Element every eight years. planning period through 2031. General Plan 2050
The most recent Santa Rosa Housing Element, does not involve any amendments to the

which was adopted by the City Council on Housing Element.

February 14, 2023, and certified by the California

Figure 1-6: Santa Rosa General Plan 2050 Contents
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#028

Posted by Kimberly Jenkins on 09/14/2023 at 10:46pm [Comment ID: 411] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

Housing is fundamental here. | have a young daughter who just married. She’s with
her spouse overseas as he finishes his service in the armed forces. They are
considering living elsewhere upon their return due to our exorbitant housing costs.
Young families are priced right out of the market, unless the bubble bursts again.

Rents are outrageous.
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#029

Posted by Andrew Smith on 09/14/2023 at 5:13pm [Comment ID: 409] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

If this map is about the areas within the city of Santa Rosa's city boundary limit that is part of Sonoma County, the annexation of these areas should be made a priority. It sure be in the interest of
Sonoma County to remove itself from having to provide services within the border of Santa Rosa. Timeframe to do it not years in the future but a plan within one year. Both governments need to sit
down and get it down quickly!

#030

Posted by Ryan Tracey on 08/05/2023 at 9:21am [Comment ID: 145] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

There has been significant community resistance against growing development beyond the current city limits in Skyhawk into high-fire thread areas. This aligns with the General Plan strategy later
on to limit growth in the WUI. It may make sense to shrink the urban growth boundary in the near future to better align with this strategy.
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Table 1-1
Greenhouse Gas Reduction and Environmental Justice in the General Plan

Chapter/Subsection

GHG Reduction Health, Equity, and

Land Use and Economic Development

Environmental Justice

General Plan Priority Areas v

Land Use v v
Economic Development v v
Circulation, Open Space, Conservation, and Greenhouse Gas Reduction
Circulation v v
Open Space and Conservation v v
Greenhouse Gas Reduction v

Urban Design, Historic Preservation, and Art and Culture

Urban Design v
Historic Preservation

Arts and Culture v
Safety, Climate Resilience, Noise, and Public Services and Facilities

Safety v
Climate Resilience v

Noise

Public Services and Facilities v v
Health, Equity, and Environmental Justice

Relationship to Other Chapters

Health for All Residents v
Food Access and Urban Agriculture v v
Violence Prevention and Equitable v
Policing

Parks v v
Youth, Family, and Seniors v
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CHAPTER1 | INTRODUCTION

Plan Structure

The General Plan includes this introduction and
five topical chapters. The chapters cover all
elements required by California State
Government Code Section 65302, as well as
topics of particular interest to the Santa Rosa
community. The General Plan structure follows:

e 1. Introduction: Describes the context of
the General Plan update and history of
the city; provides an overview of general
plans, outlines the process to develop
General Plan 2050; highlights key
foundational milestones; identifies the
required elements of the General Plan
and summarizes the approach, structure,
and key components of General Plan
2050; and provides information on how
the plan is used by the City; how it can be
used by the community, and how and
when future updates can be made.

e 2.Land Use and Economic
Development: Provides overall land use
and economic development policies for
the city. The State-mandated land use
content addresses the connection
between land use and transportation,
utilities, and other infrastructure.

e 3. Circulation, Open Space,
Conservation, and Greenhouse Gas
Reduction: Satisfies the State law
requirement to address transportation
(circulation) in the plan and provides the
general location and extent of existing
and proposed major streets and other
transportation facilities. This chapter
correlates with Chapter 2, Land Use and
Economic Development, to provide
adequate transportation to serve both
new and existing land uses.
Transportation improvements will
support City and statewide greenhouse
gas reduction targets, though this
chapter goes further to include additional
measures to reduce emissions across

sectors. These measures correlate with
the City's Greenhouse Gas Reduction
Strategy. Finally, this chapter addresses
the State law requirement for open space
and conservation elements, relating to
both the natural and built environment.

4. Urban Design, Historic Preservation,
and Art and Culture: Includes goals,
policies, and actions related to urban
design, historic preservation, art and
culture, and hillside development. These
are optional General Plan topics, but each
is considered essential to the character
and future growth of the Santa Rosa
community.

5. Safety, Noise, and Public Services and
Facilities: Addresses State-required
safety considerations. It provides
information about risks in Santa Rosa due
to natural and human-caused hazards,
and its goals, policies, and actions are
designed to protect populations,
property, and critical facilities. It
specifically addresses risks associated
with flooding and storm drainage,
geologic and seismic hazards, hazardous
materials and waste, and fires. This
chapter also includes goals, policies, and
actions addressing public services and
facilities and the legally required topic of
noise.

6. Health, Equity, and Environmental
Justice: Addresses the newly required
Environmental Justice element, along
with optional element topics of
community health, equity, parks, and
youth and family. The optional elements
complement the mandated element
because each topic directly impacts
environmental justice, and they all work
to support more sustainable and positive
community change.

7. Glossary: Defines key terms used in
General Plan 2050.
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#031

Posted by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 1:17pm [Comment ID: 327] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

The website refers to this chapter as Safety, Climate Resilience, Noise, and Public
Facilities. | like that chapter heading, especially given its importance in this Plan.
Suggest changing it throughout to be consistent with that title.

Draft_General Plan_all pages_RS.pdf Page 40 Printed 10/02/2023


https://www.srcity.konveio.com/general-plan-update-2050-draft?cid=327#page=27

e Appendices: The City's Greenhouse Gas
Reduction Strategy and Climate Change
Vulnerability Assessment Report are
included as appendices to the General
Plan.

Goals, Policies, and Actions

General Plan 2050 is made up of goals, policies,
and actions that work together to achieve the
community’s future vision. As summarized in
Figure 1-7, General Plan goals are statements
that describe the end-state the community
wants to accomplish to resolve a particular issue
or take advantage of an opportunity. General
Plan policies and actions guide day-to-day
decision making and continued progress toward
the attainment of goals.

CHAPTER 1| INTRODUCTION

The goals, policies, and actions are a critical
component of General Plan 2050. Goals
determine what should be done and where.
Policies and actions together establish who will
do the work and how and when they will carry
out the goals. Together, they describe the steps
the City and the community must take to make
the vision of the General Plan a reality. The
General Plan is meant to be a useful, everyday
guide for what to do and how to make decisions
for the future. Where needed, explanatory text
ties the goals and policies to the community
vision, and every action is listed and numbered
under a specific policy. As with other City policy
documents, timing and priority for
implementing the policies and actions are
subject to the resources that the City and its
partners have to carry them out.

Figure 1-7: Goal, Policy, and Action Hierarchy
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#032

Posted by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 1:59pm [Comment ID: 334] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 2, Disagree: 0

General Comment: | will try to note when it doesn't appear to me that the policies
and actions are sufficient to support the goals (or in the case of actions the policies)
but this is large and complicated document. It may be helpful to have some group
(like a peer review) look at the document specifically with this test in mind: do we
need more policies to achieve each of the goals? do we need more actions to
achieve each of the policies?
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New to General Plan 2050

General Plan 2050 introduces several changes
from the previous General Plan 2035 to serve the
community vision and enhance usability and
implementation.

e General Plan 2050 presents an
integrated and cross-sector approach
to reducing GHG emissions in Santa
Rosa. The General Plan includes goals,
policies, and actions that support
reductions from community-wide and
municipal sources of emissions
integrated throughout most chapters
and is supported by a stand-alone GHG
Reduction Strategy, which replaces the
City's Community Climate Action Plan.
The GHG Reduction Strategy
consolidates the City's GHG reduction
measures and presents detailed
guantification and other details
consistent with CEQA Guidelines Section
15183.5, to support ongoing reductions
through 2050.

e Since adoption of General Plan 2035, the
State Legislature passed SB 1000
requiring the inclusion of an
environmental justice element in local
general plans to address environmental
health disparities experienced by many
low-income communities and
communities of color.

e Asdescribed under the Plan Structure
section, General Plan 2050 includes goals,
policies, and implementing actions, while
General Plan 2035 included only goals
and policies. These actions guide the
City's implementation of the plan and will
populate a work plan that will identify
responsible department(s) and/or
agency(ies) and the timeline for
implementation—near-term, medium-
term, long-term, or ongoing.

e General Plan 2050 is a streamlined
document compared to the previous
plan, designed to support ease of use by
community members, City staff, and City
leadership. Core content of General Plan
2035 that continues to serve the
community well is carried forward to this
General Plan, and many goals and
policies were omitted if they were no
longer relevant or were sufficiently
addressed by other City documents. The
2035 Urban Growth Management
Element is not included in General Plan
2050; instead this General Plan clearly
identifies Areas of Change where urban
infill will occur and acknowledges that
expansion of the city into surrounding
lands is no longer a focus of City planning
efforts. The resulting, simplified suite of
goals, policies, and actions focus on
feasibility and realization of the
community’s vision for the future.

General Plan Application
and Amendments

How to Use This Plan

Elected and appointed City officials and City staff
use the General Plan as a point of reference, as
do community members, business owners,
individuals proposing new development
projects, and others. The General Plan is useful
when making decisions regarding topics such as
subdivisions, new residential, commercial and
industrial development, capital improvements,
and neighborhood rehabilitation. The policies in
this General Plan are intended to provide clear
guidance and explanation about the City land
use decision-making processes and how Santa
Rosa may grow, change, or stay the same.

In general, actions that use "require," "prohibit,"
or "shall" are mandatory. Policies that use
"encourage," "promote," "discourage," "consider,"
or "should" are not mandatory, and the City may

B ol I no 16
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choose to modify its course of action in cases
where a policy may not prove appropriate for a
particular situation or if extenuating factors,
such as competing priorities or budget
l[imitations, would make it infeasible to follow
policy direction verbatim.

As described in Chapter 2, Planning Framework,
the General Plan update process involved a wide
variety of stakeholders and interests. As a result,
this General Plan addresses multiple and
sometimes competing policy objectives, and the
City may not be able to strictly adhere to every
policy in every decision that it makes to
implement the overall goals of this General Plan.
The City Council will continue to have discretion
over prioritizing overall policy objectives to
implement this General Plan in instances when
multiple policy objectives may affect a single
decision.

Finally, the General Plan is intended to be
understandable and easily available to the
public, in part because policies will be carried
out only if they continue to merit community
support. If and as conditions in Santa Rosa
change, the General Plan can and should be
interpreted and modified as necessary to reflect
and remain consistent with the City's and
community’s desires and priorities.

Amending the Plan

The General Plan is intended to be as dynamic
as needed by the Santa Rosa community. As
such, it may be necessary to amend the General
Plan over time to meet any shift in needs.
Requested amendments in Santa Rosa tend to
be proposed by landowners seeking to change
the land use designation for specific properties.
In addition, the City could amend the General
Plan in response to changes in growth and
market demand or for other policy reasons.

The General Plan Land Use Diagram or the text
of any element may be amended up to four
times per year, as mandated by State law.

CHAPTER 1| INTRODUCTION

General Plan Amendment applications may be
filed by individual applicants or initiated by the
City.

Applications for an amendment to the General
Plan must address why an amendment is
warranted, describe events which have rendered
the General Plan inadequate or unattainable,
and describe any studies that have brought
policies or portions of the plan into question.

Applications for General Plan Amendment
and/or City-initiated General Plan amendments
should be grouped together as a single
amendment package. The Planning
Commission may conduct hearings regarding
General Plan Amendment packages in the
spring, summer, fall, and winter of each year,
followed by City Council consideration and
action.

The City is required to report annually to the
State regarding progress toward achieving
General Plan goals, and cities regularly review
General Plan goals and policies to determine
whether they still reflect the community’s values
and the city's physical and economic conditions.
By statute, the General Plan is required to be
updated periodically, but no requirement says
how often, and the planning period has
traditionally been 15 to 20 years. Some cities and
counties update their General Plans as often as
every 5 years, and others update in portions over
time. The Housing Element must be updated
and certified by the State Department of
Housing and Community Development agency
(HCD) every eight years. The City must also
review and, if necessary, revise the safety
element with each revision of the housing
element or local hazard mitigation plan, but not
less than once every eight years. No other
elements of the plan have mandated update or
review periods. State law requires the California
Office of Planning and Research to publish the
names of jurisdictions with general plans older
than 10 years and to notify the respective
decision-making bodies of these jurisdictions.
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2. Land Use and Economic Development

How land is used in Santa Rosa can make a big
difference in how people feel about and interact
in local neighborhoods and in how the local
economy operates. A successful new business,
residential development, or active community
use where once was a vacant lot can begin
transforming a whole neighborhood, improving
everything from the safety of kids going to
school to new landscaping along streets and
supporting local pride and revitalization. Such
positive change can also revitalize local
commercial areas and bring critical jobs and
community amenities to the city, increasing
economic access and vitality. Identifying feasible
locations for new and expanded educational,
vocational, and employment opportunities can
start the process to help local youth and adults
develop meaningful careers close to home.
Recognizing all this, General Plan 2050 seeks to
reinforce local pride, increase local investment,
and bolster the vitality of the city as a whole. This
chapter supports thoughtful land use planning
and economic development strategies to
enhance and build on neighborhood assets,
address current challenges, increase economic
and environmental vitality, increase personal
opportunity, and improve quality of life for
everyone in Santa Rosa.

Santa Rosa's growth pattern over the past
century and a half has heavily influenced the
physical form of its neighborhoods. Santa Rosa
began with the establishment of the downtown

area as a commerce center for the surrounding
agricultural and timber region. The city
developed from this central core along a series
of commercial corridors into newer, more
suburban neighborhoods.

The construction of Highway 101, which started
in 1949, physically divided the east and west
sides of the city. Though the highway facilitates
connections between Santa Rosa and the rest of
the region and state, it disrupts connections
within the city. Policies and actions in this
chapter and others are intended to bridge some
of these gaps.

Chapter Contents

= General Plan Priority Areas and
Populations

= Land Use

= Economic Development

The goals in this chapter reflect Santa Rosa's
priorities and implement the co unity's vision
for the future. These goals, asso@d policies,
and actions especially support the following
statements from the Santa Rosa Vision (shown
in full in Chapter 1, Introduction):
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#033

Posted by Kathy on 07/18/2023 at 7:35am [Comment ID: 93] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: -1

You say the goal is to implement the community's vision. In reality, the concerns of
the community are ignored. We voice our concerns, but are told by planning
commissioners that their "hands are tied." Your hands are not tied. Stand up against
greedy developers and architects. Listen to the tax paying residents already living in
the community.
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e Just: Social and environmental justice are
achieved for everyone—all abilities, ages,
ethnicities, gender identities,
immigration status, income levels,
language speakers, races, religions,
sexual orientations and identities,
EVERYONE.

¢ Sheltered: A diverse mix of high-quality,
safe, thoughtfully designed, efficiently
planned, and well-served housing at all
affordability levels is available throughout
the community to accommodate
everyone, including formerly homeless,
immigrants, local workers,
multigenerational households, seniors,
students, formerly incarcerated
people. @

e Successful: Top employers gravitate;
Black-, Latino/Latina-, and other minority-
owned businesses are in all corners of the
community; equitable investments are
made in all neighborhoods; local shops,
food and beverage establishments and
food trucks, and entertainment spaces
support a vibrant city; and meaningful
work in a thriving economy is available
for people of all ages and backgrounds.

Figure 2-1illustrates some of the key concepts
addressed in this chapter.

Draft_General Plan_all pages_RS.pdf Page 49 SANTA ROSA GENERAL l:PLri&t,\e]d218/113.)6/2023 2.3



#034

Posted by Denise Hill on 09/05/2023 at 11:36am [Comment ID: 276] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: -1

Add: With a goal to avoid a concentration of no- and low-income housing and
services in any one area of the city.
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Figure 2-1: Visualizing the Concepts
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#035

Posted by Jenna Scott on 08/30/2023 at 3:14pm [Comment ID: 220] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

I'd just like to point out that not a single one of these inspirational images features a
car (good!) but the diagram above has plenty of them.
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General Plan Priority
Areas and Populations

A number of policies and actions in this General
Plan give priority to specific areas or populations
in Santa Rosa. Though a policy or action may
apply broadly, this prioritization means that the
City will first concentrate efforts on historically
underserved communities and/or core
neighborhoods to advance key aims of
environmental justice, social equity, and
complete communities. These priority areas and
populations are Equity Priority Areas, Equity
Priority Populations, and Areas of Change,
described in the following sections.

Equity Priority Areas

Low-income communities and communities of
color often bear a disproportionate burden of
pollution exposure and associated health risks.
Environmental justice seeks to correct this
inequity by reducing pollution exposure in these
communities and ensuring that their input is
considered in decisions that affect them. Senate
Bill 1000, the Planning for Healthy Communities
Act, requires general plans to identify the
communities that suffer most from economic,
health, and environmental burdens and address
environmental justice for these communities. SB
1000 calls these “disadvantaged communities,”
and the General Plan terms them “Equity
Priority Areas” or “EPAS" to recognize the
immediate importance of addressing these
issues.

The California Communities Environmental
Health Screening Tool (CalEnviroScreen) is the
primary method for identifying EPAs.
CalEnviroScreen quantifies a range of factors
related to pollution burden and population
characteristics (e.g., poverty, educational
attainment, and age) to derive a composite
score for each census tract compared to the rest
of the state. In general, the higher the score, the
more impacted a community is. Census tracts in

CHAPTER 2 | LAND USE AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

the highest quartile of scores (i.e., 75 to 100
percent) are considered EPAs, although the law
(Senate Bill 535) encourages cities to work with
community members and stakeholders to refine
the boundaries of these communities and
identify additional communities, if appropriate,
to support planning efforts that improve
environmental justice. CalEnviroScreen identifies
two Santa Rosa census tracts as EPAs under SB
535: one at the southeast intersection of
Highways 101 and 12 and another south of Hearn
Avenue west of Highway 101, shown on Figure 2-
2. The City of Santa Rosa has worked with the
community to identify additional vulnerable
areas with overlapping concentrations of people
of color and people living in poverty, shown on
Figure 2-3. Santa Rosa's EPAs, shown on Figure
2-4, include the EPAs identified by SB 535 and
the areas with overlapping concentrations of
people of color and people living below the
poverty line.

Equity Priority Areas or EPAs are areas in
Santa Rosa where residents suffer most from
economic, health, and environmental
burdens. EPAs are identified following
Guidance from the State tool,
CalEnviroScreen 4.0, and additional input
from community members and stakeholders.
This General Plan addresses environmental
justice needs pursuant to SB 1000 and health
and equity considerations of EPAs with goals,
policies, and actions in each chapter that
prioritize EPAs, as appropriate. Chapter 6,
“Health, Equity, and Environmental Justice,”
has the highest concentration of these goals,
policies, and actions.
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Environmental Justice is the fair treatment
and meaningful involvement of people of all
races, cultures, incomes, and national origins
with respect to the development, adoption,
implementation, and enforcement of
environmental laws, regulations, and policies.

Source: California Government Code, Section
65040.12(e)

Equity Priority Populations

Similar to the EPA designation, the City of Santa
Rosa has identified 10 Equity Priority Populations
based on characteristics that contribute to
vulnerability and/or the likelihood of being
underserved in a variety of areas, including
environmental justice, equity, health, and safety.
These populations are:

1. Low-income individuals and families

2. Racial or ethnic groups experiencing
disparate health outcomes

3. Seniors, children, youth, and young adults

4. Individuals with disabilities

5. Immigrants and refugees

6. Outdoor workers and farmworkers

7. Individuals who have limited English
proficiency

8. Unhoused people

9. Lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer,
intersexual, asexual, and other LGBTQIA+
communities

10. Individuals who are incarcerated or who have
been incarcerated

Though it is not a requirement under SB 1000,
one or more Equity Priority Populations may be
prioritized in General Plan goals, policies, and
actions, as appropriate.

Areas of Change

The creation of General Plan 2050 included
extensive community engagement to identify a
preferred land use and circulation diagram.
Figure 1-4 in the Introduction details the major

circulation network and land use actions
programmed in General Plan 2050. Community
members favored an approach that did not
result in any changes to land use designations
from the previous general plan, and instead
prioritized development in 21 specific “Areas of
Change,” depicted on Figure 2-5. These are
places where the City will focus efforts to
address housing, services, connectivity, and/or
infrastructure needs and help provide complete
neighborhoods with goods and services that are
easily available. Accordingly, some policies and
actions in this and other chapters focus on Areas
of Change for implementing actions related to
active transportation infrastructure, quality
housing, healthy food options, opportunities for
social connections, and access to parks and
commercial services.

Areas of Change shown on Figure 2-5 are
places the City will focus efforts to address
housing, services, connectivity, and/or
infrastructure needs to help make these
complete neighborhoods.
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#036

Posted by Denise Gill on 09/15/2023 at 4:46pm [Comment ID: 412] - Link

Type: Question -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

| have submitted my concerns about development within the neighborhoods of Wikiup area and did not receive a response. My concern is the roads for fire evacuation. Overall the City of Santa
Rosa is building too many buildings for our shortage of water. Perhaps build a new reservoir to support this large development plan. This high rise housing developments should be on a ballot for a
community vote.

#037

Posted by Jeff Bean on 08/09/2023 at 7:30am [Comment ID: 158] - Link

Type: Question -

Agree: 0, Disagree: -3

Extend State Hwy 12 through Santa Rosa. What city would choose to have the highway traffic dump onto the city streets, causing congestion, as it winds its way across town when the land to
extend the highway has already been set aside?

Complete the original plan that set the land aside for this purpose some 30+ years ago!

Reply by GREGORY COX on 09/18/2023 at 11:37am [Comment ID: 417] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

Build the SE Greenway!

#038

Posted by Katie on 07/19/2023 at 10:33am [Comment ID: 105] - Link
Type: Question -
Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

Has CEJST been consulted as well?
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#039

Posted by THEA HENSEL on 09/05/2023 at 5:29pm [Comment ID: 293] - Link

Type: Question -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

It's too ad that the census tract around the Greenway and local neighborhood never really reflects the population or income level. The area includes high income households east of Summerfield
which skews the averages.

Is there a way to take actual situations into account that are meaningful?
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#040

Posted by GREGORY COX on 09/18/2023 at 11:41am [Comment ID: 418] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

Can we re-unify downtown by getting rid the SR Plaza Mall and building high density mixed-use housing. This would allow for a larger net benefit to the population.
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Land Use

General Plan Land Use

The citywide land use classifications, shown on
Figure 2-6 and described in this section,
represent adopted City policy intended to
achieve the community’s vision. They are meant
to be broad enough to give the city flexibility in
implementation, and clear enough to provide
sufficient direction to carry out the General Plan.
The City's Zoning Code has more detailed
provisions and standards. More than one zoning
district may be consistent with a single General
Plan land use classification. Table 2-1 shows the
allowed density and intensity of each land use
classification and the zoning districts that
correspond to each General Plan designation.
Density and intensity in the Core Mixed Use,
Station Mixed Use, Maker Mixed Use, and
Neighborhood Mixed Use Areas are controlled
by floor-area ratio (FAR), as shown on Figure 2-7,
except for when density maximums are
established in the Core Mixed Use land use
designation, as shown in Table 2-1.

Residential

Seven residential land use classifications provide
for development of a full range of housing types.
Densities are stated in housing units per gross
acre of developable land, and at least one
housing unit may be built on each existing legal
parcel designated for residential use. Gross
acreage includes the entire site (as opposed to
net acreage, which excludes unbuildable areas).
Development must fall within the density range
stipulated in the classification.

Some residential use classifications include

descriptions of housing types that are permitted.

Mobile home developments, if within the
stipulated density range of a residential
classification, are permitted in all residential

1 Missing Middle Housing Initiative, Task 1 Analysis, Opticos
Design, Inc., October 2021

CHAPTER 2 | LAND USE AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

categories. In addition to housing type and
density standards in this chapter, the Zoning
Code establishes development standards,
parking, allowed uses, and other requirements.

Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs) and Junior
Accessory Dwelling Units (JADUs) are allowed in
addition to densities otherwise permitted, in
accordance with State regulations. Density
bonuses may be approved for projects with
affordable housing and housing for elderly
residents with specific amenities designated for
residents, provided the design and development
standards are in conformance with those
specified in the Zoning Code. The City also
encourages the development of Missing Middle
Housing per California Senate Bill 9, which
generally allows any lot larger than 2,400 square
feet to be divided into two lots if both can meet
City standards. In Santa Rosa, Missing Middle
Housing is compatible in medium intensity
residential zones (R-2, R 3, TV), mixed use zones,
and some planned development areas.’

Missing Middle Housing refers to house-
scale buildings with multiple units in
walkable neighborhoods. Missing Middle
Housing adds what is often referred to as
“gentle density” because it adds dwelling
units without altering the character of
neighborhoods. Buildings are generally not
more than two and a half stories in height;
have multiple units within one building; have
amenities such as porches that contribute to
the street scape; have limited off-street
parking, generally at the rear of the structure,
reached by a narrow (single-lane) driveway;
and have some shared open space, often in
the form of a courtyard or rear or side yard.
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#041

Posted by THEA HENSEL on 09/05/2023 at 5:51pm [Comment ID: 299] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

The lots fronting Hoen and backing up on the Greenway should be changed from medium density residential to medium high density with language that any new construction or permitted work to
remodel shall orient to the Greenway. This will put eyes on the Greenway and enhance safety and be in line with law enforcement 'Defensible Space' models.This zoning change should be from
Hoen/Cypress to Summerfield
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Table 2-1
Permitted Densities/Intensities Under the General Plan
Residential Re5|dept|al
. . Density D.en5|.ty Square Feet
Corresponding Zoning . Midpoint
Land Use . . (housing s per
Districts o (housing
units/gross . Employee
units/gross
acre)
acre)
Residential
Very Low Density Rural Residential (RR) 0.2-2.0 1.0 -
Low Density/Open Single-Family Residential 50-80 40 ~
Space (R-1)
Low Density R-1 2.0-8.0 5.0 -
Medium Low Density R-1 8.0-12.0 10.0 -
Medium Density
Medium Density Multifamily Residential (R- 8.0-18.0 13.0 -
2)
Multifamily Residential (R-
Medium High Density Y 3) ( 18.0-30.0 24.0 -
Mobile Home Parks Mobile Home Park (MH) 4.0-18.0 10.0 -
Neighborhood Mixed Neighborhood Mixed Use . ~ ~
Use (NMU) 25.0-40.0
Transit Village-Residential 40.0
Transit Village Medium N _ - 300
(TV-R) minimum
Transit Village Mixed Transit Village-Mixed (TV- No
. - 300
Use M) maximum
Core Mixed Use Core Mixed Use (CMU) - - -
Station Mixed Use Station Mixed Use (SMU) - - -
Maker Mixed Use Maker Mixed Use (MMU) - -
Commercial - -
Reta.|| e Buslivese General Commercial (CG) - - 300
Services
Office Office Commercial (OC) - - 250
Business Park Business Park (BP) - 350
Industrial - -
Light Industry Light Industrial (IL) - - 400
General Industry General Industrial (IG) - - 400
Public/Institutional Public/Institutional (PI) 25.0-40.0 - 300
Parks and Recreation OSC, OSR - - -
Open Space OSC, OSR - - _
Notes: Density bonuses granted for provision of affordable housing or public amenities, up to 25 percent greater
than maximum.
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In addition to the primary residential uses
described in each land use, below, compatible
accessory uses are also allowed, as identified by
the City's Zoning Code. Some of these may
require discretionary review by the City, and
some are allowed by right. Such uses include,
but are not limited to, certain recreation,
education, and public assembly uses; certain
medical, community care, and daycare facilities;
supportive and transitional housing; and certain
neighborhood-serving retail uses.

Very Low Density

Residential development from 0.2 to 2 units per
acre (i.e.,, 0.5 to 5 acres per unit) accommodates
rural and hillside developments within the urban
growth boundary (UGB) and is intended for
single-family detached units, but clustered
single-family attached and multifamily may be
permitted.

Low Density/Open Space

This single-family residential developmentis ata
density of 2 to 8 units per acre and assumed at
only 80 percent of each site due to wetlands and
similar constraints. The classification is mainly
intended for detached single-family dwellings
but attached single-family and multiple-family
units may be permitted.

Low Density

Single-family residential development has a
density of 2 to 8 units per acre. The classification
is mainly intended for detached single-family
dwellings but attached single-family and
multiple-family units may be permitted.

Medium Low Density

Housing has densities from 8 to 13 units per acre.
The classification is intended for attached single-
family residential development (such as
townhomes), but single-family detached
housing and multifamily development may be
permitted. Development at the midpoint of the
density range is encouraged but not required.

Medium Density

Housing densities are from 8 to 18 units per acre.
This designation permits a range of housing
types, including single-family attached and
multifamily developments and is intended for
specific areas where higher density is
appropriate. Missing Middle Housing types,
including Duplex-Triplex, Fourplex, and Cottage
Court, are also compatible within this zone. New
single-family detached housing is not permitted
except in historic preservation districts and
historic neighborhoods where single-family
detached units are allowed.

Medium High Density

Residential development has densities ranging
from 18 to 30 units per acre. This designation
permits a range of housing types, including
single-family attached and multifamily
developments, and is intended for specific areas
where higher density is appropriate. Missing
Middle Housing types, including Multiplex (small
and large), Courtyard buildings, Townhouses,
and Live-Work units are also compatible within
this zone. Single-family detached housing is not
permitted.

Mobile Home Parks

Residential mobile-home development of two or
more mobile home units, and densities range
from 4 to 18 units per acre. Mobile homes and
manufactured homes are the only allowed
housing type.

Mixed Use

Mixed-use development is planned downtown
and in specific neighborhood and community
shopping centers. Transit Village Medium and
Transit Village Mixed Use apply to areas around
existing and proposed rail as well as bus transfer
sites. Transit Village Medium is more residential
in nature, but ground-floor retail is desirable.
Several areas designated for multiple land uses
are distinguished by a striped pattern on the
Land Use Diagram. Single or multiple uses are
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allowed in these areas, consistent with land use
designations. Missing Middle Housing is also
compatible within these areas.

The Downtown Station Area Specific Plan
(DSASP), adopted in 2020, regulates FAR without
establishing height and density standards
(mixed-use development outside downtown is
not subject to FAR, but instead is regulated by
the combination of setbacks, height limits, and
maximum lot coverage standards). FAR is a
widely used planning tool that divides total
building square footage by lot area. Figure 2-7
offers examples of FAR and how it is calculated.
Figure 2-8, from the 2020 DSASP, shows the
maximum FAR allowable for DSASP sites. The
allowed maximum FAR excludes parking areas,
outdoor recreation spaces, and areas of any
historic structure to be preserved on-site to
maximize the building square footage that can
be devoted to housing, employment, cultural,
and entertainment uses. These downtown sites
are the only areas of the city where FAR is
applied; elsewhere, the amount of square
footage allowed on a property is regulated by
the combination of setbacks, height limits, and
landscaping and lot coverage standards.

Figure 2-7: Examples of FAR

CHAPTER 2 | LAND USE AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Transit Village Medium

This classification is intended to accommodate
mixed-use development within approximately
one-half mile of a transit facility. Development
should transition from less intense uses at the
outlying edges to higher-intensity uses near the
transit facility. Residential uses are required, and
ground-floor neighborhood-serving retail and
Missing Middle Housing types are encouraged,
including Live-Work uses. Housing densities
range from 25 to 40 units per acre.

Transit Village Mixed Use

This classification is intended to accommodate a
well-integrated mix of higher-intensity
residential, including Missing Middle Housing,
such as Multiplex (small and large), Courtyard
buildings, Townhouses and Live-Work units,
office, and commercial uses within one-quarter
mile of a transit facility. Development is
designed and oriented to create a central node
of activity at or near the transit facility. The
minimum housing density is 40 units per acre;
there is no maximum density requirement.
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Figure 2-8: Downtown Maximum FAR
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#042

Posted by Ryan Tracey on 08/05/2023 at 9:43am [Comment ID: 146] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

Minimum FAR is described in this graphic but not in the General Plan text. It seems like an important component of
ensuring new development occurs at higher density and deserves more explanation.
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Core Mixed Use

This classification is intended to foster a vital mix
of residential, retail, office, governmental,
entertainment, cultural, educational, and hotel
uses to activate the greater Courthouse Square
area and key transit corridors. The principal
objectives of the CMU designation are to
strengthen the role of this area as a business,
governmental, retail, and entertainment hub for
the region, and accommodate significant new
residential development that will extend the
hours of activity and create a built-in market for
retail, service, and entertainment uses. High-rise
development in all-residential or mixed-use
buildings is envisioned in a walkable, bikeable
environment with civic spaces such as plazas,
courtyards, or parks and easy access to public
transit. The Core Mixed Use designation has a
maximum FAR range of 3.0 to 8.0 except for 12
contributor properties on B, 7th, and 10th
Streets, to which height and density maximums

apply.

Station Mixed Use

This classification is intended to provide for a
range of visitor-serving uses, including retail,
restaurants, entertainment, cultural amenities,
and hotels in proximity to the Downtown SMART
station. Though commercial uses are
emphasized, new multifamily housing will also
be allowed to support daytime and evening
vitality in the Downtown Station Area. New
development will be required to respect the
historic character of the Railroad Square area,
adding to the mix of uses and enhancing the
walkable, pedestrian-oriented streets and public
spaces that attract community members,
SMART train riders, and visitors from the wider
region. The Station Mixed Use designation has a
maximum FAR range of 3.0 to 6.0.

CHAPTER 2 | LAND USE AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Complete Streets are streets designed and
operated to enable safe use and support
mobility for all users. Those include people of
all ages and abilities, regardless of whether
they are travelling as drivers, pedestrians,
bicyclists, or public transportation rid

Source: U.S. Department of Transportation

Community Shopping Center

The vision for Commmunity Shopping Centersis a
complex of retail services and enterprises
anchored by a large grocery store and serving a
community clientele. Typical uses include
restaurants and shops offering convenience
goods. These sites are in areas surrounded by
residential development and are intended to be
walkable areas with a mix of uses that meet the
shopping needs for surrounding neighborhoods
and provide housing integrated with
commercial development.

Residential uses shall be incorporated into the
overall design but may be provided over time as
part of a phased development. Existing
community shopping centers are not required
to include residential uses for minor alterations
or re-occupancy but are required to evaluate
and demonstrate through site planning that
future residential would not be precluded when
significant additions or reconstruction are
proposed.

Neighborhood Shopping Center
These are small groups of retail and service
enterprises providing shopping and services to
satisfy the day-to-day needs of local
neighborhoods and workplaces. Typical
neighborhood center uses include small grocery
stores, restaurants, barber or beauty shops,
cleaners, shoe repair, and shops offering
convenience goods. Residential development is
encouraged but not required. New
neighborhood centers are allowed in any land
use designation where they can be supported.
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#043

Posted by Jenna Scott on 08/30/2023 at 3:17pm [Comment ID: 221] - Link

Type: Question -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

Not clear why this definition is included on this page, since I don't think any of the
text references Complete Streets.
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Commercial

Retail and Business Services

This designation allows retail and service
enterprises, offices, and restaurants. It includes
regional centers, which are large complexes of
retail and service enterprises anchored by one or
more full line department stores, and
destination centers, which are retail centers
anchored by discount or warehouse stores.
Large grocery stores are expressly permitted in
Community Shopping Centers and downtown
only, and they may be considered through a
Conditional Use Permit process on other
commercial sites.

Office

Sites for administrative, financial, business,
professional, medical, and public offices are
allowed under this designation.

Business Park

This category accommodates holistically
planned, visually attractive centers for
businesses that do not generate nuisances
(noise, clutter, noxious emissions, etc.), in
campus-like environments for corporate
headquarters, research and development
facilities, offices, light manufacturing and
assembly, industrial processing, general service,
incubator facilities, testing, repairing, packaging,
and publishing and printing. Warehousing and
distribution facilities, retail, hotels, and
residential uses are permissible on an ancillary
basis. Restaurants and other related services are
permitted as accessory uses. Outdoor storage is
not permitted.

Industrial

Light Industry

This designation supports light industrial,
warehousing, and some heavier commercial
uses. Uses appropriate to this land use category
include auto repair, bulk or warehoused goods,
general warehousing, manufacturing/assembly,

home improvement and landscape materials
retail, freight or bus terminals, research oriented
industrial, accessory offices, employee-serving
commercial uses, and services with large space
needs, such as health clubs. Professional office
buildings are not permitted.

General Industry

This category provides areas for manufacturing
and distribution activities with potential for
creating nuisances, along with accessory offices
and retailing. Unrelated retail and service
commercial uses (which can be appropriately
located elsewhere in the city) are not permitted.
Uses may generate truck traffic and operate 24
hours a day.

Public/Institutional

These lands are set aside for governmental or
semi-public facilities, such as hospitals, utilities,
and government office centers; however, such
facilities may also be allowed in areas with other
land use designations, provided they comply
with applicable zoning code standards.

Parks and Recreation

The City's park system consists of neighborhood,
community, trail and open space parks, special
purpose parks and recreational facilities, and
civic spaces. Existing parks are identified on
Figure 2-6, General Plan Land Use Map. In 1978,
the City established the parkland service
standard of 6 acres per 1,000 residents. This
standard and City Parks are discussed in more
detail in Chapter 6.

Community Parks

Community parks are the largest areas in the
Santa Rosa Park system and are intended to
offer a variety of passive and active recreational
opportunities that attract users of all ages,
especially from within 1 mile or a 20-minute walk
that is uninterrupted by barriers to access like
highways, waterways, and railways. These parks
are at least 10 acres (20 acres or more preferable)
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and often include athletic fields and courts for
organized sports; support programming with
community-wide participation, such as summer
camps and special events; and are venues for
cultural and social gatherings such as concerts
and farmers markets. Commmunity parks also
include areas for children’s play and group
picnicking. Access to nature and wildlife viewing,
walking pathways, exercise equipment, bike and
skate parks, off-leash dog areas, and other
unique features that often require more space
and attract larger segments of the community
may also be included.

Community parks often accommodate stays of
four or more hours, with amenities including
parking, restrooms, and lighting for recreation
and parking areas and pathways. Community
parks also must consider bicycle and pedestrian
access for nearby neighbors, and public transit
access and links to local and regional trail
systems for community members living farther
away. Community parks contribute to the city
parkland standard of 6 acres per 1,000 residents.

Neighborhood Parks

Neighborhood parks are the fundamental unit of
the park system and should be equitably
distributed across the city. They serve the daily
recreational and social needs of people within a
half mile or 10-minute walk by facilitating
informal recreation, encouraging social
interaction among neighbors, reflecting
neighborhood identity, and improving the
overall quality of life for community members.
Neighborhood parks provide a mix of amenities
such as picnic areas, community gardens,
exercise equipment, and children’s play areas.
They generally have one signature amenity, such
as a water play feature, a skate spot, sports court,
or single athletic field.

Neighborhood parks generally support stays of
one hour or less, usually with no restrooms (due
to the intended proximity of the park to the
neighborhood), lighting limited to security lights,

CHAPTER 2 | LAND USE AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

and often with no off-street parking because of
limited space and to promote walkable
communities. Neighborhood parks contribute to
the city parkland standard of 6 acres per 1,000
residents.

Special Purpose Parks and
Recreation Facilities

These facilities typically serve a single purpose or
a specific user group and generally fall into one
of three categories:

e GColf courses.

e Recreation facilities such as gymnasiums,
aguatic centers, sports field complexes,
community centers, or senior centers.

e Historic, cultural, or social sites such as
museums, botanical gardens,
amphitheaters, performing arts centers,
and cemeteries.

Trail and Open Space Parks

These areas of varying size support both active
and passive recreation, including walking,
biking, hiking, jogging, and wildlife viewing and
can also be used as a safe, active transportation
network that connects people and places locally
and regionally. Trail and Open Space parklands
provide a variety of benefits, including visual
enjoyment, natural resource conservation (e.g.,
plant and wildlife habitats, creek corridors,
hillsides, and soils), water quality protection,
recreational use, flood control, fire management,
and transportation corridors.

Trail and Open Space parklands may contribute
to the parkland standard of 6 acres per 1,000
residents if they provide multipurpose, A@
compliant paved pathways and benches, Trash
and recycling receptacles, wayfinding and
interpretive signage, and lighting.

Southeast Greenway

The Southeast Greenway is a continuous linear
space in southeast Santa Rosa between Farmers
Lane to the west and Spring Lake Regional Park
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#044

Posted by Quinn Donovan on 08/25/2023 at 7:26am [Comment ID: 214] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

The use of the term ADA implies that the city does not need to comply with other
federal accessibility laws. ADA applies to city, local governments and employers.
However, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 applies to federal funding
that the city receives. If certain areas or projects are federally funded, section 504
applies not necessarily ADA.
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to the east. The majority of the Greenway is
designated for Parks and Recgaation, with
smaller areas designated for@jium Density
Residential and a mix of Retail and Business
Services. Future plans for the Greenway include
separated bicycle and pedestrian paths as well
as bicycle and pedestrian connections to
surrounding neighborhoods.

Civic Spaces

Civic spaces are urban parks that provide
flexible, publicly accessible space for a range of
cultural and recreational activities, often in
places without enough land for a neighborhood
or community park. Civic spaces may be
privately owned but must be publicly accessible
year-round, at least during daylight hours;
contain vegetation; be large enough for people
to stop and stay; contain places to sit; be subject
to a deed restriction to ensure the property is
maintained; and contribute to an
interconnected system of public spaces that
meet the needs of the surrounding
neighborhood.

Civic spaces are generally less than two acres
and include multipurpose plazas for community
gathering, events, or recreation; rooftop green
spaces; pocket parks; paseos, pedestrian paths,
stairs, or other connections; off-leash dog runs;
or children’s play areas.

Open Space

These areas feature special environmental
conditions or significance; may be subject to
wildfire, flood, or geologic hazards; or contain
watershed lands or important wildlife or biotic
habitat. Where otherwise not excluded by noise,
aircraft safety, or other environmental standards,
residential development is generally permitted
at a density of T unit per 40 acres.

Growth and New Development
Considerations

Santa Rosa is a well-established commmunity with
many unigue assets to be maintained, though
there is room for improvement to enhance
equity and quality of life, particularly in areas
that still have vacant land and/or have
historically not received as much investment as
other areas of the city. New development within
the city limits will follow this General Plan and
other applicable City codes and guides to ensure
it complements and enhances the existing
community. Growth and change in the city will
be tailored to support maintenance and
development of complete neighborhoods,
particularly in Areas of Change. Development in
the UGB beyond the city limits will need to
demonstrate that it will not have a negative
impact on the city's environmental resources or
fiscal health to be eligible for annexation and
development.

Complete Neighborhoods are areas with
convenient, equitable access to goods and
services needed to support daily life, such as
grocery stores, recreation opportunities,
community gathering places, active
transportation infrastructure, and transit. The
specific attributes of a complete
neighborhood will vary, depending on the
unique needs of the local community.

Plan Bay Area and Priority
Development Areas

Plan Bay Area is an integrated long-range
transportation and land-use/housing plan for the
San Francisco Bay Area, prepared by the
Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC)
and the Association of Bay Area Governments
(ABAQ). It includes the Bay Area’s Sustainable
Communities Strategy (SCS), in accordance with
the California Sustainable Commmunities and
Climate Protection Act of 2008 (SB 375), which
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#045

Posted by THEA HENSEL on 09/05/2023 at 3:46pm [Comment ID: 279] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

The Greenway is ALL parkland. The 3 areas zoned for medium density & mixed use
have been officially separated from the park lands known as the Greenway. They
are now set for disposal by Caltrans and will not be included in the Greenway plan.
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requires each of the state’s metropolitan areas to
prepare an SCS or similar plan to reduce GHG
emissions from cars and light trucks.

The SCS provides for the coordination of land
use, housing, and transportation to reduce GHG
emissions for cars and light-duty trucks. Plan
Bay Area directs the majority of housing growth
to designated Priority Development Areas (PDA),
with the aim of making more future
development walkable, bikeable, and close to
public transit, jobs, schools, shopping, parks,
recreation, and other amenities. There are five
PDAs in the Santa Rosa Planning Area, listed
below and shown on Figure 2-9.

1. Downtown Station Area PDA, in central
Santa Rosa, primarily north of Highway 12
and extending east and west of Highway 101.

2. North Santa Rosa Station PDA, in northwest

Santa Rosa.

3. Roseland Area PDA in southwest Santa
Rosa.

4. Sebastopol Road Corridor PDA in southwest
Santa Rosa.

5. Mendocino Avenue/Santa Rosa Avenue
PDA, extending north and south along
Highway 101.

PDAs are eligible for technical assistance from
MTC and ABAG to help further the goals of Plan
Bay Area.

CHAPTER 2 | LAND USE AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
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Figure 2-9: Santa Rosa Priority Development Areas
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#046

Posted by GREGORY COX on 09/18/2023 at 11:59am [Comment ID: 419] - Link

Type: Suggestion
Agree: 0, Disagree: 0
This map renders poorly and his hard to view/read
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Specific Plans

Santa Rosa has adopted specific plans for three
of the PDAs that establish unique zoning and
development regulations:

e The Downtown Station Area Specific
Plan guides future transit-supportive
development around the Downtown
SMART station. The plan intensifies uses
within walking distance to SMART and
invests in infrastructure and other public
improvements. The plan establishes
regulations for land use, development
standards, densities, infrastructure
improvements, implementation
measures, and incentives to promote a
diverse mix of uses. The land use
designations of the Downtown Station
Area Specific Plan establish seven
subareas with unique characteristics that
supplement the City's Zoning Code and
design guidelines.

e The North Santa Rosa Station Area
Specific Plan supports rail service transit
at the North Santa Rosa SMART station
by improving pedestrian, bicycle, transit,
and auto connections; increasing
residential density; promoting economic
development; and enhancing aesthetics
and quality of life within a half mile of the
station.

e The Roseland Area/Sebastopol Road
Specific Plan supports a unified, vital,
and livable Roseland community with a
focus on healthy and equitable
development. The plan aims to improve
connectivity, concentrate areas of activity,
and enhance the physical environment.

CHAPTER 2 | LAND USE AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Disadvantaged
Unincorporated Communities

Senate Bill 244 requires that general plans
address the needs of disadvantaged
unincorporated communities (DUC), which are
areas of Sonoma County with an annual median
household income less than 80 percent of the
statewide annual median household income
and: within the City’'s Sphere of Influence; an
island within an incorporated jurisdiction’s
boundary; or geographically isolated and has
existed for at least 50 years. DUCs often lack
adequate infrastructure to sustain public health
and safety, which can foster economic, social,
and educational inequality. Therefore, the law
requires that cities and counties identify their
DUCs, analyze infrastructure and fire service
needs and deficiencies, and assess potential
funding mechanisms for expansions of services
and facilities. With each update of its Housing
Element, the City identifies DUCs, evaluates their
infrastructure and service deficiencies, and
assesses potential funding mechanisms to
address those deficiencies. As required by State
law, this chapter includes policies and actions to
address infrastructure deficiencies in the DUCs,
which are mapped on Figure 2-10.
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Goals, Policies, and Actions

Goal 2-1: Ensure that growth and change
serve community needs, protect the
environment, improve fiscal stability, and

enhance quality of life for all members of
the community.

Policy 2-1.1:

Action 2-1.1:

Action 2-1.2:

Action 2-1.3:

Z3S\v/thin

Encourage development that
supports community health and
quality of life and fosters
complete neighborhoods in both
established and emerging
neighborhoods.

Implement and update the
following Specific Plans, as
necessary to address changing
economic and market conditions
andyor changing community
visions for these areas:

e Downtown Station Area
Specific Plan

e North Santa Rosa Specific Plan
e Roseland Specific Plan

Update the Zoning Code to
require industrial development
adjacent to residential areas to
provide buffers, landscaping, and
screening to minimize noise, light,
glare, and other impacts.

Require residential developments
feet of U.S. Route 107
and Ca g Route 12 to include
constructi easures that
mitigate future resident
exposures to ozone, particulate
matter, and other toxic air
contaminants (TAC) identified by
CARB.

4.' 40% dress the need for gathering

Action 2-].
047 aces by providing amenities
such as parks, community centers,

CHAPTER 2 | LAND USE AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Action 2-1.5:

Action 2-1.6:

and cultural facilities for
community members in all
neighborhoods, prioritizing EPAs
and Areas of Change.

Address the need for access to
outdoor activity/recreation in
urban core areas by encouraging
the creative integration of such
spaces or uses in public and
private development.

Encourage retail and housing
development in mixed-use

@ve/o ents along regional
ns, tion routes and in areas

Action 2-1.7:

Action 2-1.8;

Policy 2-1.2:

that serve community memabers,
with a focus on Areas of Change.

Amend the Zoning Code
regulations related to community
care facilities, including updating
the definition of community care
facility; address neighborhood
compatibility in the context of
residential neighborhoods; and
explore opportunities for
streamlining.

Address the infrastructure and
ervice needs of disadvantaged
unincorporated communities.

Facilitate future annexations
with a thoughtfully designed
and transparent strategy that

@nsures the City's ongoing fiscal

Action 2-1.9:

ealth and supports a high
quality of life for community
members.

Prepare a specific plan prior to
annexation of land in south Santa
Rosa, south from the current City
boundary to the UGB, to identify
and accommodate needs related
to City services, such as Fire and
Police, water, wastewater,
stormwater, transportation, and
parks.
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#047

Posted by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 1:22pm [Comment ID: 328] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

Please add specificity here. Does this mean each of the such as amenities in each
neighborhood/EPA? Can you point to other standards which help to determine the
scope or level of what is needed per neighborhood/EPA?

#0438

Posted by Katie on 07/19/2023 at 10:41am [Comment ID: 106] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

Why is this not also retrospective? By only including new developments this policy
would increase environmental inequity and health disparities. Many new
developments are at market rate or unaffordable to those who currently live in older
101 adjacent housing.

#049

Posted by Katie on 07/19/2023 at 10:45am [Comment ID: 108] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

This is not an action, this is a goal. How will this be done? Requiring X% of communal
green space in new development? Via converting X% of underused city-owned
properties/parking lots into community gathering areas? Encouraging privately
owned public spaces (POPQOS) via tax and permit incentives?

#050

Posted by Katie on 07/19/2023 at 10:41am [Comment ID: 107] - Link
Type: Suggestion o
Agree: 1, Disagree: -1

Increase to 1,000 feet.

#051

Posted by Jenna Scott on 08/30/2023 at 3:20pm [Comment ID: 222] - Link
Type: Suggestion

Agree: 2, Disagree: 0

101 and 12 are not the only roadways that have a dangerous impact on human
health.

#052

Posted by ari on 09/12/2023 at 8:42pm [Comment ID: 404] - Link
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Type: Suggestion

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

referencing the cal-heat factors of permeability, tree cover, and urban heat island-
encourage/require developers to include some level of tree cover over pavement,
permeable surfaces (especially rainwater catchment design), surfaces designed to
reflect rather than absorb heat

#053

Posted by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 1:24pm [Comment ID: 329] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

This seems incomplete. Many of the other actions include a phrase beginning with
"by" to say more about how this is intended to be done. Please add here.

#054

Posted by Katie on 07/19/2023 at 10:48am [Comment ID: 110] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: -1

Do NOT pursue annexation! The city needs to build in and up, not out! Greenfield
development in this area goes against climate, environmental, and social equity
goals!

#055

Posted by Katie on 07/19/2023 at 10:46am [Comment ID: 109] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

Via zoning restrictions?

#056

Posted by Denise Hill on 09/05/2023 at 11:54am [Comment ID: 277] - Link

Type: Suggestion

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

Require property owners of Mixed Use commercial space to convert space that
remains empty  years after building to living units.

#057

Posted by THEA HENSEL on 09/05/2023 at 6:01pm [Comment ID: 300] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

Action 2-1.5 Change the language from ‘encouraging' integration of
outdoor/recreation spaces when being developed to mandate/require
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Action 2-1.710:

Action 2-1.71:

Action 2-1.12:

Action 2-1.13:

Action 2-1.74:

Policy 2-1.3:

Require a fiscal impact analysis for
proposed annexations that
exceed 10 acres to ensure a full
accounting of infrastructure and
public service costs and confirm
whether revenue enhancement
mechanisms are necessary to
ensure net fiscal balance.

Only allow annexations or City
utility connections if they are
consistent with the General Plan
and do not adversely impact the
City'’s fiscal viability,
environmental resources,
Infrastructure and services, and
quality of life.

Limit annexations to land in the
UGB with adequate services
available, including
unincorporated islands within the
city limits.

Work with LAFCO to require all
proposed annexations within a
County island to prepare a
sentiment survey of all properties
within the island to determine the
ability of annexing the full County
/sland.

Prioritize the processing of
proposed annexations when
applicants provide funding for
dedicated staff time.

Promote and participate in
cooperative planning efforts
with surrounding jurisdictions
and the County, especially
related to Countywide and
subregional issues such as
transportation, waste
management, and affordable
housing.

@/on 2-1.15: Conduct regular meetings with

unty of Sonoma staff to

Policy 2-1.4:

Action 2-1.76:

Action 2-1.17:

Action 2-1.18:

coordinate land use issues of
mutual concern within the UGB.

Ensure that City policy, codes,
programming, and practices
support a range of viable land
uses that are consistent with the
General Plan.

Maintain an inventory of industrial
lands and sites zoned
appropriately for the retention
and expansion of key
manufacturing and industrial
businesses/employers.

Maintain sufficient land in areas
zoned for industrial uses to
accommodate a wide range of
production, distribution, and
repair-oriented light industrial
uses, including research and
development, manufacturing, and
food processing.

Consider updating the Zoning
Code to allow for compatible
residential and commercial uses
in office parks, light industrial

Wae\oreas, and other similar areas.
&% ch compatible uses could

Action 2-1.79:

Action 2-1.20:

Action 2-1.21:

include Live-Work units, artisan
studios/shops, brew pubs, coffee
shops, tasting rooms, and event

spaces. @

ldentify necessary policy changes
to enable the retention or
conversion of sites with light
industrial / light manufacturing
uses located in appropriate areas,
and implement changes as
feasible and appropriate.

Update the UGB so that it is
coterminous with the city’s
Sphere of Influence.

Update the Zoning Code to:

2-26
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#058

Posted by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 1:53pm [Comment ID: 333] - Link

Type: Question -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

Is this the only action necessary to achieve or support policy 2.1.3? It seems like
more promotion and participation is mentioned in specific areas in the policy than
just the UGB. What is anticipated by "promote"? And | do think more promotion of
cooperative efforts is necessary. | am not current on these issues but at a minimum,
noting these efforts in regular City communications and explanations of how
land-use decisions support the cooperative efforts (where appropriate) are actions
that could be added here. Perhaps an action that clarifies that future general plan
consistency determinations will also review relevant cooperative planning efforts for
potential conflicts?

#059

Posted by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 1:40pm [Comment ID: 332] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

Consider adding to this action to address consultation on properties in the sphere but
not the UGB.

#060

Posted by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 1:37pm [Comment ID: 331] - Link

Type: Question -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

This is unclear to me. Having LAFCO require County island annexation proposals to
prepare sentiment surveys may or may not successful as an action since LAFCO is a
separate agency but the City can certainly work with LAFCO to address this interest
if it hasn't been already. Are you also suggesting that none of an island will be
annexed if any property in the island expresses a contrary sentiment in the survey or
what exactly is determined by the results of the survey assuming it is conducted? Is
this an action? a policy? should it be written as determining a recommendation with
respect to an annexation proposal?

#061

Posted by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 1:29pm [Comment ID: 330] - Link

Type: Question -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

This is unclear. Presumably all unincorporated islands within the city limits are
within the UGB. Is this intended to limit the annexation of unincorporated islands
unless adequate services are available? If so, what are the definitions here of
"adequate" and "available"?
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#062

Posted by Katie on 07/19/2023 at 10:49am [Comment ID: 111] - Link
Type: Suggestion o
Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

And the RCPA

#063

Posted by Katie on 07/19/2023 at 10:50am [Comment ID: 112] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 3, Disagree: 0

YES!

#064

Posted by ari on 09/12/2023 at 8:43pm [Comment ID: 405] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

YES x2!

#065

Posted by Wendy Krupnick on 09/04/2023 at 8:29pm [Comment ID: 265] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

My understanding is that SB 6 mandated allowance for residential use in
commercially zoned parcels throughout the state. This should be implemented
throughout Santa Rosa.
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Goal 2-2:Promote city-centered growth and

1. Rezone parcelsto ensure
consistency with the General
Plan.

2. Create development
standards for Missing-Middle
Housing types.

3. Rezone Planned Development
communities into appropriate
zoning districts consistent
with General Plan Land Use.

investment with a neighborhood-focused
approach to create complete and

connected communities that provide
community members' daily needs within
easy walking or biking distance.

Policy 2-2.1:

Action 2-2.7:

Action 2-2.2:

Support development of
complete neighborhoods in all
Areas of Change, ensuring they
offer convenient, equitable
access to goods and services
needed to support daily life,
such as grocery stores,
recreation opportunities,
community gathering places,
active transportation
infrastructure, and transit.

Consider development @n tives
and update the Zoning Code to
require new developments in
Areas of Change to include on-site
and proximal access to goods and
services that support daily life,

ﬁc/ud/ng, but not limited to,

sh-food stores, recreation,
community gathering, and
Infrastructure that supports active
transportation and transit.

Require design of mixed-use
projects to focus residential uses
in the upper stories or toward the

CHAPTER 2 | LAND USE AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Action 2-2.3;

Action 2-2.4.

Action 2-2.5;

Action 2-2.6:

Policy 2-2.2:

Action 2-2.7:

Action 2-2.8:

back of parcels, with retail and
office activities fronting the
regional/arterial street. Site design
with residential uses at the rear is
intended to reduce potential for
housing units to exceed
maximum noise levels along a
regional/arterial street.

Work with Sonoma County and
potential developers to redevelop
sites in the unincorporated stretch
of Santa Rosa Avenue with mixed-
use, limiting and discouraging the
expansion of existing single-use,
auto-oriented commercial
establishments.

Allow for regional and
neighborhood shopping centers
to integrate amenities, events,
and programming that enhance
the destination and its
attractiveness as a shopping
location and community
gathering space.

Allow farmers markets by right in
shopping centers.

Allow temporary, community-
oriented /community-amenity
uses on sites slated for
redevelopment that activate
those spaces prior to
entitlement/construction.

Encourage a compact rather
than a scattered development
pattern for new development
proposals, particularly in Areas
of Change.

Require compact development
that includes services within one-
half mile waligmg and biking
distance of r&aential
neighborhoods.

For all private development,
capital improvement projects, and
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#066

Posted by Jenna Scott on 08/30/2023 at 3:24pm [Comment ID: 223] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

| worry that adding the qualifier "fresh" to "food stores" will be more cumbersome
and create more of a burden on everyone involved in the permitting process than it
will mitigate food deserts. I'd rather change the Zoning Code to allow any food, and
then use incentives and other mechanisms to emphasize the "fresh" part.

#067

Posted by Ryan Tracey on 08/06/2023 at 10:21am [Comment ID: 147] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 2, Disagree: 0

Strongly support trying to drive these amenities through incentives rather than
requirements--we have enough trouble getting developers to build housing and don't
want to additional burden. That said, these amenities are really important so the
City should work closely with developers in designing incentives that work.

#068

Posted by Jenna Scott on 08/30/2023 at 3:27pm [Comment ID: 224] - Link

Type: Question -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

| don't understand what this action is saying. Is it "no development will be allowed
unless it is compact and includes services"? Or "any development within 1/2 mile of
residential neighborhoods must include services"?

Draft_General Plan_all pages_RS.pdf Page 89 Printed 10/02/2023


https://www.srcity.konveio.com/general-plan-update-2050-draft?cid=223#page=58
https://www.srcity.konveio.com/general-plan-update-2050-draft?cid=147#page=58
https://www.srcity.konveio.com/general-plan-update-2050-draft?cid=224#page=58
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Action 2-2.9:

Policy 2-2.3:

preparation of detailed area plans,
require close land
use/transportation relationships to
promote use of alternative
transportation modes and
discourage travel by automobile.

Encourage the creation of shared

parki rj@nd shared
dr/ve@ icle access points
/n private development.

Ensure mixed use developments
along regional/arterial streets
are designe red@impacts
to communi‘@iembers;
encourage redevelopment with
mixed use in areas that do not
meet the community's vision.

Eat/on 2-2.10: Maintain Priority Development

Area designations in accordance
with Plan Bay Area to maintain
consistency with regional
planning efforts.

Goal 2-3:Promote livability by creating a
variety of housing types near transit to

reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

Policy 2-3.1:

Action 2-3.1;

Action 2-3.2:

Ensure that residential
developments, including
subdivisions and neighborhoods,
are designed to foster livability
and maintain a diversity of
neighborhoods and varied
housing stock to satisfy a wide
range of needs and retain local
character.

Evaluate new development
through the development review
process to ensure@ghborhood
identities are maintained.

Update the Zoning Code to allow
residential and mixed-use
development in the Retail and

Action 2-3.3:

Action 2-3.4.

Policy 2-3.2:

Action 2-3.5:

Policy 2-3.3:

Action 2-3.6:

Business Services and Office land
use designations.

Identify barriers and/or incentives
to redevelopment with mixed use
in areas that do not meet the
community’s vision, and
mitigate/implement these, as
feasible.

Work with Sonoma County and
potential developers to redevelop
sites in the unincorporated stretch
of Santa Rosa Avenue with mixed
use, limiting and discouraging the
expansion of existing single-use,
auto-oriented commercial
establishments.

Ensure that residential
developments achieve the
density potential of the project
site and include a variety of
housing types with a full range
of affordability.

Require deve/oprr@ at the
midpoint or higher of the density

range in the Medium and Medium
High Density Residential land use
designations, unless topography,
parcel configuration, heritage
trees, historic preservation, or
utility constraints make the
midpoint impossible to achieve.

Ensure that mixed use
dﬁpments along

re al/arterial streets are
designed to reduce impacts to
future residents.

Require design of mixed-use
projects to focus residential uses
in the upper stories or toward the
back of parcels, vighh retail and
office activities fw/ng the
regional/arterial street. Site design
with residential uses at the rear is
intended to reduce potential for

B ol I no 16
Dran_ocrerart ar_ai pageS_NSPul

2-28

SANTA ROSA GENERAL PLAN 2050

I~ o6
rage—Iv

P (I W7V
et ITOTOZrZUZS



#069

Posted by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 2:11pm [Comment ID: 335] - Link

Type: Question -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

Is 2-2.10 the only action needed to achieve policy 2-3.3? Somehow it doesn't seem
even quite aligned with the policy since the policy seems to be talking about
reducing impacts and redeveloping with mixed use when areas do not meet
community vision vs the action which is about PDA designations and consistency
with regional planning efforts.

#070

Posted by ari on 09/12/2023 at 8:47pm [Comment ID: 406] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 3, Disagree: 0

please add more bike paths that are separated from the road either entirely or with a
barrier more substantial than a painted line, this would go a long way in encouraging
more bike travel

Reply by GREGORY COX on 09/19/2023 at 11:39am [Comment ID: 420] - Link
Type: Suggestion

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

+1 Agree

#071

Posted by Jenna Scott on 08/30/2023 at 3:28pm [Comment ID: 225] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

Eliminate parking minimums as well.

#072

Posted by Eris Weaver on 07/18/2023 at 3:04pm [Comment ID: 102] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

| live in a mixed-use development in which parking is shared between commercial
employees during the day and residents at night. It has worked extremely well for
almost 20 years but is getting more challenging as more of the residents are retired
and thus home more of the day.

#073

Posted by Jenna Scott on 08/30/2023 at 3:29pm [Comment ID: 226] - Link
Type: Question
Agree: 0, Disagree: 0
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What does "reduce impact to community members" mean? Why only along
regional/arterial streets? Are the community members you're referring to the existing
residents? Or the occupants of the new developments?

#074

Posted by Jenna Scott on 08/30/2023 at 3:30pm [Comment ID: 227] - Link

Type: Question -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

Is maintaining neighborhood identities more important than making sure every
single person has a safe, pleasant place to live?

#075

Posted by Denise Hill on 09/05/2023 at 11:57am [Comment ID: 278] - Link

Type: Suggestion

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

Ensure commercial spaces in Mixed Use developments are converted to living units if
not leased in ____ years.

#076

Posted by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 2:16pm [Comment ID: 336] - Link

Type: Question -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

is this action supporting policy 2-3.1? Does it need a new policy under this goal?

#077

Posted by Jenna Scott on 08/30/2023 at 3:36pm [Comment ID: 229] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

Okay. Here is my thing. As someone who lives in the upper stories of an apartment
complex located on a regional road, the noise is exactly as loud as it is on the ground
floor. It wouldn't matter if my apartment was a story higher -- noise reductions really
only kick in around the 6th floor, from my experience - or 10 feet further from the
street. With the construction quality of my walls and the auto-centric nature of the
road, it's inevitable that the noise is awful. It makes much more sense to me to (a)
allow multifamily and mixed use on local streets as well and (b) put most regional
roads on a strict road diet.

#078

Posted by THEA HENSEL on 09/05/2023 at 6:14pm [Comment ID: 301] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

Encourage mixed use development that provides amenities that create walkable
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neighborhoods with needed services.

#079

Posted by Jenna Scott on 08/30/2023 at 3:31pm [Comment ID: 228] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

This will also likely require changing FAR and density limits in the Zoning Code.
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housing units to exceed
maximum noise levels along a
regional/arterial street.

Economic Development

Existing Conditions and
Market Outlook

Today’s Market

Santa Rosa is the fifth largest city in the San
Francisco Bay Area and is home to roughly one-
third of Sonoma County residents and
businesses. The city is the North Bay's largest
concentration of e, industrial and retail
space, making Santa Rosa the economic center
of the region, the primary employment center,
and the default destination for healthcare and
government services. The city is also the region’s
primary retail destination, outperforming
comparable sites throughout the county and
serving both residents and visitors.

Economic Growth Potential

Over the next three decades, job growth and
related demand for office, industrial, and retail
space will be determined by the rate of local
population growth and regional demand. The
General Plan accommodates up to 24,000 new
homes to house approximately 66,000
additional residents. Combined with regional
demand factors, this additional population
would support up to:

e 2 million square feet of new office
development and 5,500 office jobs.

e T million square feet of new industrial
development and 1,500 new industrial
jobs.

e 650,000 square feet of new community-
serving retail space and 1,500 new retail
jobs.

CHAPTER 2 | LAND USE AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Long-term job growth opportunities are
anticipated to be strongest in health care,
advanced research and development, and
dining and food/beverage businesses.
Government and other office-based industry
sectors are likely to grow at a moderate pace,
and retail jobs may grow slowly or even decline
with the rise of online shopping.

Goals, Policies, and Actions

Goal 2-4: Ensure that new growth and
development are resilient to economic

cycles and forces.

Policy 2-4.1: Maintain a positive business
climate in the community and
encourage diverse job types in

SantgfhEy

Action 2-4.1:  Ensure the City’s actions and
communications convey an
organizational culture and climate
that support global business
values (e.qg., productivity, speed-to-
market, flexibility, innovation), and
that the City recognizes the value
business brings to the city.

Action 2-4.2: Institute new policies and
leverage partnerships to address
the primary drivers of an inclusive
and resilient economy,
highlighting urgent economic
challenges and improved livability
across Santa Rosa.

Action 2-4.3: Maintain an economic
development strategic plan to
guide the City’s economic
development initiatives,
periodically reviewing and
funding updates to and special
reports in support of the plan to
keep current with market
conditions and economic trends.
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#080

Posted by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 2:20pm [Comment ID: 337] - Link

Type: Question -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

| have no idea about the accuracy of these "up to" numbers in this paragraph and
bullets. Assuming that they reflect accurate calculations based on some standards
and underlying data, are the standards or rules of thumb up to date? How are they
used/useful in this section?

#081

Posted by Ryan Tracey on 08/06/2023 at 10:30am [Comment ID: 148] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

Description of existing conditions should acknowledge that city has not seen any
meaningful office space growth in the last decade. County land near the airport has
been far more attractive for businesses. The GP should seek to redirect interest to
Santa Rosa, particularly downtown.

#082

Posted by ari on 09/19/2023 at 8:00pm [Comment ID: 422] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

we are seeing a large shift towards office jobs being done from home. we also
already have a huge amount of empty office space for the amount of people living
and working here. i think new office buildings shouldn't be prioritized

Reply by Mark Franaszek on 10/01/2023 at 7:00pm [Comment ID: 484] - Link
Type: Suggestion

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

| think the genie is out of the bottle in regards to remote work. No one wants
to go back to commuting to the office, and businesses are having to coerce
those that are returning now. It would be wise to reassess those estimates on
needed office space. Especially in light of the rate of improvement in
computer/internet technology, which will make remote working even more
attractive over the next 30 years.

#083

Posted by Ryan Tracey on 08/06/2023 at 10:47am [Comment ID: 149] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

A key challenge for young workers in Santa Rosa is childcare. They city should
include an Action that supports increasing the availability of childcare that is
convenient to businesses, particularly in downtown. This could also help reduce
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VMT. | drove my son to the opposite side of town and then to work downtown
because it was my only option.

#084

Posted by ari on 09/19/2023 at 7:58pm [Comment ID: 421] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

building off this comment about childcare, i've seen apartment complexes with built
in childcare facilities and it seems like a really good idea. there could be an incentive
to include this in future development plans

#085

Posted by Anon on 07/29/2023 at 4:50pm [Comment ID: 136] - Link

Type: Suggestion

Agree: 0, Disagree: -1

It is necessary to have free parking for multiple hours at a time to have thriving
businesses.

Reply by Mark Franaszek on 10/01/2023 at 6:11pm [Comment ID: 483] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

The key to prosperity is going to be repopulating the downtown. By putting a
large concentration of additional residents in our downtown core, we are
creating demand for new storefronts, we are creating the viability and the
potential for amenities that cater to residents like grocery stores and eateries.

More subsidy for driving has been a failing strategy. Auto-centric shopping
malls are closing in record numbers across the nation. Let's not repeat their
errors, especially while we are supposed to be reducing greenhouse
emissions.
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CHAPTER 2 | LAND USE AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Policy 2-4.2:

Action 2-4.4:

Action 2-4.5:

Action 2-4.6:

Develop and strengthen
locational assets and business
assistance programs that
support innovation and create
an entrepreneurial business
climate attractive to technology
and entrepreneurial businesses.

Continue to promote Santa Rosa
as the North Bay'’s premier
location for clean/green
technologies and entrepreneurial
businesses that create new
products and business models
that will attract national and
international interest.

Develop and foster City-business
connections and maintain a
Business Visitation Program for a
cross-section of City staff and
officials to ensure that industry
trends and opportunities are
identified early, and City services
are meeting the needs of
business.

Identify necessary policy changes
and new program options to allow

and support micro-

Policy 2-4.3:

Action 2-4.7:

entrepreneurialism and
neighborhood-centered
businesses/jobs creation and
implement, as feasible and
appropriate.

Develop strategies and work
cross-departmentally on
programs and initiatives to
retain existing businesses;
enable business expansion; and
attract new employers that
contribute to the city’s
economic vitality, use the area’s
existing labor pool, and leverage
or expand upon the region’s
existing industry clusters.

Monitor land use and
development trends in the city to

Action 2-4.8;

Policy 2-4.4:

Action 2-4.9:

Action 2-4.10:

Action 2-4.71:

Action 2-4.12:

ensure an adequate supply of land
that offers diverse use
designations and development
intensities in support of
anticipated demand for
commercial and industrial growth;
employ regulatory mechanisms
and incentives to maintain sites
and buildings in suitable locations
to attract major employers.

/dentify sites suitable for flexible
uses and micro-entrepreneurial
opportunities in downtown,
commercial districts, and
neighborhood centers, and
promote and market small
business opportunities in these
areas.

Leverage City and community-
partner technical assistance and
funding to support key-sector
business development and
growth.

Conduct periodic, industry-
specific cluster analyses to identify
targets for retention, expansion,
and innovation, with a focus on
increasing business-to-business
commerce in Santa Rosa.

Work with property owners to
encourage development projects
that generate local jobs and that
further inclusive economic
development objectives.

Consider public/private
technology infrastructure projects
that support business and
municipal efficiency.

Work with Santa Rosa Junior
College, Sonoma State University,
and private educators to provide
Job training that matches local job
opportunities, including housing
construction.
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#086

Posted by ari on 09/19/2023 at 8:04pm [Comment ID: 423] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

please incentivise and support small local farms! diversified local food production is a
major asset to sustainability, and i hear lots of interest in this type of farming from
young generations, but getting the land and capital to start is a huge hurdle

#087

Posted by ari on 09/19/2023 at 8:08pm [Comment ID: 424] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

adding to my comment on 2-4.6: new developments can include community
garden-style farms, fruit trees, and nurseries, and create jobs in managing the
garden, distributing the food/plants to people who live in the development, and
processing it or selling as-is at farmers markets or on-site retail. there's also a lot of
local artists+craftspeople and the possibility of having a storefront tied to your home
would be a huge draw in new developments
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CHAPTER 2 | LAND USE AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Action 2-4.13: Work to attract professional, goods and services that satisfy
vocational, and technical the needs of community
institutions and engage members.

employers in the development of
education and training systems
that equip residents with the skills
and knowledge needed to

succeed in an advanced economy. Action 2-4.19: Locate any new region-serving,
high-volume retail outlets within

one-half mile of Highway 10] to
minimize regional traffic on city

Action 2-4.18: Identify and mitigate barriers to
locate new local-serving retail in
Plan Areas of Change.

Policy 2-4.5: Seek innovative ways to reduce
the cost burden of infrastructure
for industrial and commercial

. Streets.
development, without
transferring the burden to the Action 2-4.20: Work with business park owners
residential sector. to encourage new distribution

Action 2-4.14.; Use funds from the statewide
Community Infrastructure
Program and other tax increment Goal 2-5: Foster sustained, inclusive growth

and/or assessment-based that generates long-term, shared value in
financing tools to support local

Improvements.

and research yses in addition to
office uses.

the community and creates economic
opportunities for all residents.

Action 2-4.15: Identify opportunities to support
innovation and growth by
fostering business incubators,
accelerators, shared working
spaces, and networking
organizations.

Policy 2-5.1: Encourage retention and anti-
displacement strategies aimed
at retaining local businesses and
residents.

Action 2-4.16: Attract infill developers that build
the facilities attractive to
employers with new or alternative
workplace needs.

Action 2-5.1: Continue to maintain and
disseminate resources directing
existing smaller businesses to
training, financial assistance, and

Policy 2-4.6: Focus business attraction efforts other supportive services.
on filling vacancies in

. . . Z -5.2: |dentify and target economic
commercial and industrial Action 2-5.2. b g

development resources to

structures. . ) .
businesses in areas undergoing
Action 2-4.17: Encourage occupancy of new rapid increases in commercial or
businesses in vacant commercial inaustrial rents and property sales
and industrial buildings through prices.

efforts such as low-cost loans for
tenant improvements, facade
Improvements, and new business
ncubation.

Action 2-5.3: Studly potential adoption of
policies and programs that would
help prevent future displacement
of Santa Rosa’s longstanding

Policy 2-4.7: Maintain vibrant, convenient, smaller businesses.
and attractive commercial
centers that provide a range of
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#088

Posted by Denise Hill on 09/05/2023 at 4:16pm [Comment ID: 280] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 3, Disagree: 0

Encourage commercial retail centers to add housing units over shops and/or over
parking areas.

#089

Posted by Katie on 09/12/2023 at 3:53pm [Comment ID: 366] - Link

Type: Question

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

Business parks would be perfect for renovating into mixed use and adding housing.
How can the city encourage that?
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CHAPTER 2 | LAND USE AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Policy 2-5.2:

Action 2-5.4.

Action 2-5.5:;

Policy 2-5.3:

Action 2-5.6:

Policy 2-5.4:

Action 2-5.7:

Policy 2-5.5:

Action 2-5.8;

Support opportunities to expand
economic opportunity to all
segments of the community.

Establish public-private
partnerships and philanthropic
initiatives to provide work
opportunities for high-risk youth
and young adults in Santa Rosa.

Work with Santa Rosa City
Schools, Sonoma County Office of
Education, Santa Rosa Junior
College, Sonoma State University,
other educators, and the
Workforce Investment Board to
provide job training opportunities
for all segments of the population,
including high-risk youth and
young adults and Equity Priority
Populations.

Invest in neighborhood
entrepreneurship.

Update the Zoning Code to allow
porary or alternative incubator
spaces on vacant or underutilized
properties to facilitate trial uses
that may be unique to the city.

Establish free citywide internet
access at a speed appropriate
for all types of businesses.

Study the gaps in broadband
access and create a plan to
expand access where appropriate.

Encourage home businesses to
support workforce participation,
decrease worker vehicle miles
traveled, and increase the
provision of goods and services
at the neighborhood scale.

Allow and encourage home-
occupancy businesses in most
residential zones, especially EPAs,
including for uses such as family
childcare and microenterprise
home kitchen operations.

Action 2-5.9:

Action 2-5.10:

Policy 2-5.6:

Action 2-5.171:

Action 2-5.12:

Update the Zoning Code to allow
mobile food and crafts vendors,
farmers markets, art and artisan
pop-ups, and community
gathering events in all
nonresidential zoning districts.

Update the Zoning Code to allow
for micro-entrepreneurial uses in
residential zones, as appropriate.

Expand economic opportunity in
industrial zones.

Update the zoning code to allow
for more maker mixed-use, such
as clothing producers and 3D
printing in all industrial areas.

Evaluate the public procurement
process with an eye to stimulating
small business development,
targeting minority-/women-
/veteran-owned businesses; foster
more equitable procurement
practices.

Goal 2-6: Maintain vibrant, convenient, and

attractive commercial centers.

Policy 2-6.1:

Action 2-6.]:

Action 2-6.2:

Provide a range of commercial
services that are easily
accessible and attractive, satisfy
the needs of people who live
and work in Santa Rosa, and
attract a regional clientele.

Encourage region-serving, high-
volume retail outlets to locate
near freeway access (generally
within one-half mile of Highway
101) to minimize traffic on city
streets. Do not allow regional-
serving uses in residential
neighborhoods.

Allow neighborhood centers that
include small grocery stores,

Eieaners, and similar
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#090

Posted by ari on 09/19/2023 at 8:16pm [Comment ID: 425] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

this is cool!

#091

Posted by Katie on 07/24/2023 at 10:21am [Comment ID: 120] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 2, Disagree: 0

100%! We need bodegas, small shops, etc. back in our neighborhoods to make them
walkable and livable.
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Action 2-6.3:

Action 2-6.4:

Policy 2-6.2:

Action 2-6.5:

Action 2-6.6:

establishments where they can be
supported within walking and
biking access of residential uses.
Ensure that neighborhood centers
do not create unacceptable traffic
or nuisances for residents due to
the hours and nature of their
operation. Encourage residential
developments that are not within
walking distance of convenience
shopping to provide small centers
on-site.

Require buildings in
neighborhood centers and
commercial corridors to actively
engage and enhance the public
realm through such techniques as
location of parking, ground-floor
transparency, building orientation,
and build-to and setback lines.

Allow large grocery stores on sites
citywide and in the downtown. On
sites outs@f the downtown,
proposed large grocery stores
must demonstrate that the store
will not impact the viability of a
similar use on a downtown site.

Maintain the economic vitality of
business parks and offices and
Santa Rosa’s role as a regional
employment center.

Require new commercial and
industrial developments to
maintain space in business parks
for distribution and research uses,
not primarily office uses. Avoid the
intrusion of office uses that could
diminish the economic vitality of
business parks.

Allow limited support retail and
business services—such as cafes,
delis, and d@aners—where the
land use classification is Office or
Business Park.

CHAPTER 2 | LAND USE AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Policy 2-6.3:

Action 2-6.7:

Action 2-6.8:

Action 2-6.9:

Action 2-6.]10:

Action 2-6.71:

Protect industrial land supply
and ensure compatibility
between industrial development
and surrounding neighborhoods.

Require industrial development
adjacent to residential areas to
provide buffers, and institute
setback, landscaping, and
screening requirements intended
to minimize noise, light, glare, and
other impacts.

Update the Zoning Code to
require outdoor storage areas to
be screened from any public
right-of-way.

Require any proposal to change
industrial-designated land to an
alternate land use to provide a
market analysis that supports
such a change. The market
analysis should include
documentation of the need for
such a change, the potential
impacts to the City’s industrial
land inventory citywide, and
potential mitigation.

Preserve current industrial and
business park employment
centers by supporting the
integrity of industrial zoning
anadyor allowing consideration of
new manurfacturing.

Update the Zoning Code to create
the allowance for creative mixes of
land uses that accommodate non-
noxious manufacturing and
maker-type spaces.
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#092

Posted by ari on 09/19/2023 at 8:17pm [Comment ID: 426] - Link

Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

it would be awesome if the santa rosa plaza had a big grocery store

#093

Posted by Eris Weaver on 07/18/2023 at 3:05pm [Comment ID: 103] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 3, Disagree: 0

This will reduce VMT as office workers do not have to go off-site to eat, conduct
errands, etc.

#094

Posted by Robin North on 07/23/2023 at 11:22am [Comment ID: 118] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 2, Disagree: 0

While all of these policies and actions are worthy, the core of Santa Rosa will not
recover economically and environmentally until the freeway is undergrounded,
asphalt plant is removed and SR Plaza and parking garage is opened up to allow
easy circulation from east to west.

#095

Posted by Jenna Scott on 08/30/2023 at 3:41pm [Comment ID: 230] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

| concur with both of Robin's comments

#096

Posted by Robin North on 07/22/2023 at 11:30am [Comment ID: 113] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

The Bodean Asphalt plant must go. A thriving Downtown Station neighborhood
cannot be successful with a noxious heavy manufacturing in it's midst
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CHAPTER 3 | CIRCULATION, OPEN SPACE, CONSERVATION, AND GREENHOUSE GAS REDUCTION
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3. Circulation, Open Space, Conservation,
and Greenhouse Gas Reduction

Responsible management of the built and
natural environments now and in the future is
essential to ensure the well-being of current and
future generations. This chapter focuses on the
city’s transportation system, along with open
space, resource conservation, and greenhouse
gas (GHG) emissions.

Mobility is the potential for movement and the
ability to get from one place to another in our
everyday lives. How we travel to jobs, schools,
homes, shopping, and leisure affects our quality
of life, and our mobility choices influence the
time we spend commuting and how much air
pollution we generate and breathe.

Like much of the United States, Santa Rosa’s
built environment caters to the automobile. Jobs
and housing in Santa Rosa are balanced enough
that more than one-third of employed
community members live and work locally. The
majority of destinations for commmunity
members are within five miles, yet driving alone
is still the most common way to get around.

Over several decades, improvements to the
transportation system have broadened the
range of options for community members,
including the Sonoma Marin Area Rail Transit
(SMART) train, expanded bus routes, and new
active transportation facilities (walking and

wheeling). This General Plan 2050 aims to
expand transportation options furth(gfefend
support the mobility needs of everyonein Santa
Rosa to reduc@pendence on single-occupant
vehicles and foSSil fuels.

Open space in and around Santa Rosa offers
multiple community benefits, including visual
enjoyment, watershed protection, recreation
use, and reduction of hazard risk. Local open
space areas include undeveloped lands with
significant wildlife habitat and other natural
resources, plus more than 100 miles of creeks
within the city limits. Conservation is the
preservation and protection of resources. It is
closely linked with GHG emissions reduction,
and both affect every facet of community life.

General Plan Conservation Elements
traditionally include agricultural lands, air
quality, biological resources and habitat, energy,
and open space. General Plan 2050 also
integrates GHG emissions reductions in this
chapter and throughout the Plan. The City's
approach to GHG emissions reductions
emphasizes conservation to reduce GHG
emissions from transportation, solid waste,
water, wastewater, and other services and meet
State and local pollution-reduction targets. The
separate Santa Rosa GHG Reduction Strategy,
which replaces the prior Commmunity Climate
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#097

Posted by Eris Weaver on 07/18/2023 at 2:49pm [Comment ID: 94] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 7, Disagree: 0

YES to reducing dependence on single-person vehicles!

#0938

Posted by Steve Birdlebough on 09/23/2023 at 9:32pm [Comment ID: 458] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

The goals of the California Air Resources Board, as set forth in its 2022 Scoping Plan
could also be mentioned here.
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Action Plan, provides an ongoing work program
to meet those targets.

Chapter Contents

= Circulation
= Open Space and Conservation

= GHG Emissions

The Vision for Santa Rosa is the foundation for
the goals in this chapter and their associated
policies and actions, especially these two
statements from the Vision:

safe transit servi icycle and
pedestrian facilities, and other forms of
mobility connect all ages across the city
and region at all times and support
healthy lifestyles, clean air, equity, and
resilience.

e Connected: High—iuality, reliable, and

e Sustainable: Natural resources are
restored, protected, and expanded to
provide accessible green space for
everyone in all neighborhoods, mitigate
drought, and minimize greenhouse gas
emissions.

Figure 3-1illustrates some of the key concepts in

this chapter.

Circulation

The circulation network significantly influences
the lives of community members. It affects:

e Public health by how well it promotes
active transportation and reduces auto
travel, which impacts local air quality.

e Equity by how easily community

members of all ages, abilities, and income

levels can access their daily needs.

¢ Individual and City economic health by
how well it supports access to
employment, shopping, recreation, and
entertainment.

e Quality of life by how easy, affordable,
dependable, efficient, an joyable it is
to move around the city.

Everyone in Santa Rosa needs an equitable and
efficient transportation network to meet their
needs locally and reduce their dependence on
single-occupant vehicl ome policies and

actions in this chapter, as in the other chapters,
elevate the needs of Equity Priority Areas, and
some goals, policies, and actions focus on the
Areas of Change identified through the General
Plan update public input process.

Draft_General Plan_all pages_RS.pdf

Page 109

SANTA ROSA GENERAL PirRigd10i0g/2023 3 _3



#099

Posted by Steve Birdlebough on 09/23/2023 at 9:38pm [Comment ID: 460] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

Is there any evidence that most people think transit is frequent enough or is
available far enough into the evening hours? Doubling it would be very helpful.

#100

Posted by Steve Birdlebough on 09/23/2023 at 9:35pm [Comment ID: 459] - Link
Type: Suggestion

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

Reductions in VMT of about 5% per year could be mentioned here.

Reply by Mark Franaszek on 10/01/2023 at 7:18pm [Comment ID: 485] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

Agreed. More than 50% of Santa Rosa's greenhouse gas emissions are coming
from the transportation sector. There is no way to make make the greenhouse
gas reduction targets in time without significant reductions in VMT. VMT needs
to go down every year, and it would be best to do the most aggressive cuts
early on..

#101

Posted by ari on 09/19/2023 at 8:21pm [Comment ID: 427] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

the creek trails are an incredibly enjoyable way to get around the city without a car
and they feel a lot safer than biking on the road. more bike and pedestrian only
pathways connecting different parts of town would be phenomenal and a great
opportunity for green space preservation as well
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CHAPTER 3 | CIRCULATION, OPEN SPACE, CONSERVATION, AND GREENHOUSE GAS REDUCTION

General Plan 2050 opens opportunities for the
city to reduce vehicle miles (VMT) and GHG
emissions. The General Plan combines land use
changes and transportation improvements to
achieve a projected reduction in VMT per
“service population” (which encompasses all trip
types—to work, school, shopping, etc.). Figure 3-
2 compares existing and projected VMT per
service population in Santa Rosa and Sonoma
County.

Figure 3-1: Visualizing the Concepts

Figure 3-3 depicts the city's existing
transportation network, and Figure 3-4 shows
the major circulation network improvements in
General Plan 2050 that, together with its policies
and actions, support more walking, wheeling,
and transit use, as well as the comfort and safety
of all modes of travel.
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#102

Posted by THEA HENSEL on 09/05/2023 at 6:20pm [Comment ID: 302] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

Insert Class 4 protected bike lanes in any and all opportunities on streets that are
wide enough to reconfigure.

#103

Posted by Jenna Scott on 08/30/2023 at 3:42pm [Comment ID: 231] - Link

Type: Suggestion

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

Once again. Pointing out that not a single one of these pictures has a car in it, but
the diagram acts as though they're a given.
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Figure 3-2: Existing and Projected VMT per Service Population@
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#104

Posted by Paul Larkin on 09/04/2023 at 5:38pm [Comment ID: 247] - Link

Type: Question -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

Per the note below the figure, these numbers are for total VMT, including all modes
of vehicle or travel. Does that mean public transit and bicycle travel are included?

#105

Posted by , on 08/27/2023 at 7:51pm [Comment ID: 215] - Link

Type: Suggestion

Agree: 5, Disagree: 0

Why is the VMT reduction target so high still? A sustainable future isn't just more
electric vehicles, but a big shift away from a car-centric lifestyle. That means
frequent transit options, walkability, and micro-mobility. A nice shaded walk to a
corner store, rather than stuck in traffic on the way to a big parking lot. In 27 years
we should aim to cut VMTs for urban residents by half, if not more.

#106

Posted by Steve Birdlebough on 09/23/2023 at 9:46pm [Comment ID: 462] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

The projection should be consistent with statewide goals, unless we have a firm
indication that some other jurisdictions can make reductions that allow our city to
depart from the CARB targets.

#107

Posted by ari on 09/19/2023 at 8:28pm [Comment ID: 428] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

transportation emissions are more than half of all emissions in santa rosa as per the
climate center's 2016 report
https://theclimatecenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/2016-GHG-Report-Sonoma-
Co-FINAL-1.pdf i agree with all previous comments saying we need a much lower
target and a serious dramatic shift in divesting from cars. if we are going to survive
the climate crisis, this shift will happen everywhere and we should get onboard fully.
given that climate goals are often not met, we should at least set a much more
dramatic goal to strive for or we will not get anywhere.

#108

Posted by Eris Weaver on 07/18/2023 at 2:50pm [Comment ID: 95] - Link
Type: Suggestion
Agree: 11, Disagree: 0
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This does not seem like a very significant reduction

Reply by Katie on 07/24/2023 at 10:25am [Comment ID: 121] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 6, Disagree: 0

Agreed; this seems far too low considering state climate action plans as well
as county and city climate neutrality goals. | am concerned that these goals
would hinder efforts to expand bike, ped, and micro mobility infrastructure
and policy.

Reply by Ryan Tracey on 08/06/2023 at 10:51am [Comment ID: 150] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 6, Disagree: 0

| agree - this should not be an acceptable outcome and the city should revisit
alternatives to show a substantive reduction.

Reply by Jenna Scott on 08/30/2023 at 3:43pm [Comment ID: 232] - Link
Type: Suggestion o
Agree: 2, Disagree: 0

Agreed.
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#109

Posted by Andrew Smith on 09/14/2023 at 5:08pm [Comment ID: 407] - Link

Type: Question -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

When is Calistoga Road from Highway 12 to Montecito Blvd going to be repaved and not just pot holes filled in? | understand that a third turning lane at Calistoga Road and Highway 12 turning left is

to be installed for the new affordable housing project. When does that happen?
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#110

Posted by Eris Weaver on 07/18/2023 at 2:52pm [Comment ID: 97] - Link
Type: Question -
Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

Why are we WIDENING some roads while putting others on a diet?

#111

Posted by Steve Birdlebough on 09/23/2023 at 9:42pm [Comment ID: 461] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

The Jennings Crossing and Bike Boulevard should be shown here.

#112

Posted by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 2:27pm [Comment ID: 338] - Link
Type: Question
Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

This green shading seems to mean "road diet" in the legend. Where are road diets discussed in this chapter?

Draft_General Plan_all pages_RS.pdf

Page 119

Printed 10/02/2023


https://www.srcity.konveio.com/general-plan-update-2050-draft?cid=97#page=72
https://www.srcity.konveio.com/general-plan-update-2050-draft?cid=461#page=72
https://www.srcity.konveio.com/general-plan-update-2050-draft?cid=338#page=72
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Transit Network

CityBus and Regional Transit

Santa Rosa CityBus provides local fixed-route
transit and paratransit, with regularly scheduled
service to residential neighborhoods,
educational facilities, and major job centers.
CityBus covers areas of the city with the highest
need for transit service, and its ridership levels
are the highest in Sonoma County and in the top
ten for transit providers in the Bay Area.

Regional transit operators that serve Santa Rosa
include Sonoma County Transit, Golden Gate
Transit, Mendocino Transit, Greyhound, and the
Sonoma Marin Area Rail Transit (SMART)
commuter rail system. These regional services
connect Santa Rosa with Marin County,
Mendocino County, San Francisco, Contra Costa
County, and beyond. CityBus coordinates
extensively with Sonoma County Transit,
Petaluma Transit, Golden Gate Transit, and
SMART at monthly meetings of the Sonoma
County Transportation Authority (SCTA). CityBus,
Golden Gate Transit, and Sonoma County Transit
offer paratransit services through a next-day
reservation system.

The Santa Rosa@;sit Mall is the busiest transit
hub in the North™Bay, served by five operators. It
provides affordable and accessible connections
to regional jobs, ed tion, shopping, and
recreation. @

SMART makes direct commuter rail connections
between Santa Rosa and Larkspur and has two
stations in Santa Rosa: the Downtown Station
and the North Santa Rosa Station. The
Downtown Station is within walking distance of
the Santa Rosa Transit Mall and has fixed-route
service on six CityBus routes. The North Station is
near the Coddingtown Transit hub.

Paratransit

The City of Santa Rosa offers next-day ADA
paratransit service seven days a week to those
who are unable (temporarily or permanently) to
use Santa Rosa CityBus because of a disability or
health condition. This service will pick up and
drop off three-quarters of a mile from CityBus
routes, in conformance with the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA).

Zero-Emissions Bus Rollout
Plan

CityBus developed a Zero-Emission Bus (ZEB)
Rollout Plan to meet California’s Innovative

Clean Transit (ICT) regulation (13 CCR § 2023.1).
The ZEB Rollout plans for CityBus to reach full

electrification of its 41-vehi leet by 2037, three
years in advance of the ICT requirement.

Coordinated Fare Payments
Across Systems

Clipper is a regional fare payment system and
the all-in-one transit card for the Bay Area.
Passengers can add value to their card and ride
any transit system in the Bay Area (seniors,
youth, persons with disabilities and low-income
riders receive discounts on all transit systems).
Clipper riders receive a discount when
transferring between SMART, CityBus, Golden
Gate Transit, and Sonoma County transit.

Fare Free Programs

CityBus has worked to remove barriers to transit
by developing fare-free programs for veterans,
youth 12th grade and yo r, paratransit riders,
and Santa Rosa Junior College students. These
fare-free programs are also available to
employers, residential projects, and any other
group of 50 people or more who work under a

single entity. @
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#113

Posted by Ryan Tracey on 08/06/2023 at 10:58am [Comment ID: 151] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 4, Disagree: 0

Options should be explored to relocate the transit mall near SMART to avoid needing
two transfers for folks leveraging the county or city bus system and then SMART to
commute.

#114

Posted by Wendy Krupnick on 09/04/2023 at 8:36pm [Comment ID: 267] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 2, Disagree: 0

I'd like to see a small fleet of electric trolleys with routes from the Transit Mall to the
SMART station to SRJC, City Hall, the library, SR Plaza Mall, the Railroad Square
hotels, etc. Free and easy to hop on and off but also wheel chair accessible.

#115

Posted by Katie on 07/24/2023 at 10:26am [Comment ID: 122] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

Wonderful!

#116

Posted by ari on 09/19/2023 at 8:32pm [Comment ID: 430] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

i love the SRJC fare free program, it keeps me returning to school as well as gets me
on buses. and it makes me happy every time i get to ride an electric one!

#117

Posted by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 2:31pm [Comment ID: 339] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

I am glad we will reach full electrification of bus fleet by 2037. Can't tell if 41 is a
total that represents more busses than we currently have in the fleet and | hope that
we have more total busses by then since increased transit is something we are
working toward. Perhaps a little more info here to explain that the 41 represents x%
growth with respect to the current fleet or that is just the existing fleet and that the
plan calls for more busses each of which will be electric when purchased or whatever
is imagined here.

#118
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Posted by THEA HENSEL on 09/05/2023 at 6:24pm [Comment ID: 303] - Link
Type: Suggestion o
Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

Consider an east side transit mall at Hoen and Summerfield or on Mission

#119

Posted by Steve Birdlebough on 09/23/2023 at 9:55pm [Comment ID: 463] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

To meet the goals of the CARB Scoping Plan, the CityBus fleet will need to expand
somewhat.

#120

Posted by THEA HENSEL on 09/05/2023 at 6:25pm [Comment ID: 304] - Link
Type: Suggestion o
Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

Provide research to get buy in from residents to offer free transit to all

#121

Posted by Wendy Krupnick on 09/04/2023 at 8:40pm [Comment ID: 268] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 2, Disagree: 0

We need more small buses that operate more frequently and in more areas. It does
not make sense for such huge buses to run with so few people in them.

Reply by ari on 09/19/2023 at 8:30pm [Comment ID: 429] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

this is a great suggestion. the increased availability of smaller buses would
definitely drive up ridership as a whole with all the connections people could
make and the ability for more people to consider it as a viable option
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CityBus Improvements

Between March 2015 and August 2016, the City
completed a comprehensive redesign of the
CityBus system, called Reimagining CityBus. It
was the most significant change in Santa Rosa
transit service since 1958, when transit service
started. The redesign created a new transit
system for Santa Rosa, with 15-minute service in
high-ridership corridors, more direct routes,
more two-way service to reduce transit travel
time, and a more convenient and useful bus
system. The new bus system is a roadmap for
creating a modern transit system that meets the
current and future needs of community
members. The redesigned bus system is
organized into two phases. The City launched
Phase One in May 2017. Phase Two will improve
rapid bus routes with transit signal priority
corridors. The City will improve late night and
weekend service as funding becomes available.
The Short-Range Transit Plan (SRTP) updates
and further develops this approach every 3to 5
years, as required by the Metropolitan
Transportation Commission.

Active Transportation Network

Santa Rosa’s comprehensive active
transportation network is poised to grow and
make the city a walking and bicycling
destination. The city has a mild climate, is
relatively flat, and has a larg work of
sidewalks and bicycle infrastructure. The League
of American Bicyclists designated Santa Rosa as
a silver-level Bicycle Friendly Commu which
the City hopes to raise to platinum statls:
Ongoing updates to the Bicycle and Pedestrian
Master Plan call for improvements to the active
transportation network to adapt to community
input and changes in bicycle technology.

The active transportation network provides
access to transit, schools, open space, hospitals,
other key destinations, and urban areas such as
the downtown, with opportunities for walking
and using wheeled devices—wheelchairs,

bicycles, scooters, and shared devices (e.g.,
bicycle and scooter rentals).

The pedestrian network forms the backbone of
the city’s transportation network. Almost all trips
begin and end with walking or using a
wheelchair or stroller, so an accessible
pedestrian network is critical to get people
where they need to go. Sidewalks, pathways, and
crosswalks make up the pedestrian network and
provide a comfortabl@lking environment
separated from vehicle traffic. The pedestrian
network is also essential for ADA compliance,
ensuring access and mobility for users of all ages
and abilities.

Currently, most streets have sidewalks or
pathways on at least one side. In t ty limits,
property@ers are responsible for sidewalk
maintena . Some parts of the city are not
required to provide sidewalks, including rural
hillside developments or areas built under
County jurisdiction and later annexed into the
city. Figure 3-5 shows planned pedestrian
network improvements.

The comprehensive and connected bicycle
network strives to be safe, comfortable, and
attracti r people of all ages and skill levels. Its
design emphasizes direct and comfortable
bicycling routes. The City's Bicycle and
Pedestrian Master Plan calls for adding Clas

and Class |V facilities (separated paths) and
upgrading existing Class Il and Class Il on-road
facilities to Class | or Clas@These ongoing
improvements are inten o ensure that the
bicycle network offers comprehensive
accessibility for all, with a goal of increasing the
use of bicycles for all types of trips citywide and
lowering transportation-related GHG emissions.
Bicycles are more equitable than cars for moving
around the city, and they increase health-
promoting physical activity ammong community
members.
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#122

Posted by Jenna Scott on 08/30/2023 at 3:46pm [Comment ID: 233] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 2, Disagree: 0

"Network" would imply connectivity.

#123

Posted by Mark Franaszek on 10/01/2023 at 8:18pm [Comment ID: 486] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

That MAY be true for recreational cyclists, but if you are using a bicycle for
transportation, Santa Rosa's cycling infrastructure is BAD. There are almost no
protected bikeways, so cyclists are forced to ride next to deadly fast moving cars
with nothing more than a stripe painted on the ground for "protection." Not only is
this incredibly dangerous, it discourages people from using cycling as an alternative
to driving. Furthermore, our multi-use trails like Rodota are great for recreational
riders, but they have limited utility for transportation. That is because the the
multi-use trails are almost continuously fenced in by either water, freeway, or
people's back yards. The upshot of this is if you enter the Rodota trail at Dutton, you
will not get a place to exit for more than a mile, until Stony Point -- basically missing
the entire Roseland business district. Please, make an honest assessment of the
current active transportation network, instead of taking a victory lap for garbage.

#124

Posted by Jenna Scott on 08/30/2023 at 3:46pm [Comment ID: 234] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

It's not.

Reply by Mark Franaszek on 10/01/2023 at 8:34pm [Comment ID: 487] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

There is nothing "safe" or "comfortable" about infrastructure that will result in
almost certain death or debilitating injury if there is a collision. Please read up
on how dangerous fast moving car are to cyclists:
https://www.propublica.org/article/unsafe-at-many-speeds

#125

Posted by Jenna Scott on 08/30/2023 at 3:47pm [Comment ID: 235] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 2, Disagree: 0

The fact that property owners are responsible for maintenance means that sidewalks
just aren't maintained.
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#126

Posted by Katie on 07/24/2023 at 10:28am [Comment ID: 123] - Link

Type: Question -

Agree: 5, Disagree: 0

Are there any plans to mandate wider sidewalks moving forward? Or, perhaps more
importantly, that sidewalk improvement must include shade trees or shade
infrastructure to combat extreme heat and mitigate public health risks while
encouraging active transportation for first/last mile trips?

Reply by ari on 09/19/2023 at 8:33pm [Comment ID: 431] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

i would love requirement shade trees in sidewalk improvements. it will make a
big difference as heat gets more intense

#127

Posted by Katie on 07/24/2023 at 10:30am [Comment ID: 124] - Link

Type: Question o

Agree: 2, Disagree: 0

Why is this not already in progress-e.g. Santa Rosa Ave.'s upcoming improvements?

#128

Posted by Denise Hill on 09/05/2023 at 4:32pm [Comment ID: 281] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

The older neighborhoods around downtown suffer from aging sidewalks (probably
installed in the 1940's-1960's), many of which are raised due to the City's selection
of inappropriate street trees at that time. At the cost and extremely complicated
process attached to a City permit for sidewalk repair or replacement, there is little if
any chance they will be made walkable anytime soon. Currently, each older
neighborhood probably has up to ten areas where the sidewalks need to be replaced,
which will include tree roots removed and the ground leveled first. In the interest of
walking in these neighborhoods safe for seniors and for anyone walking to and from
the downtown restaurants at night, it would behoove the City to replace these
sidewalks now rather than wait for homeowners' ability to be able to afford the
money and time to do it.

#129

Posted by Eris Weaver on 07/18/2023 at 2:51pm [Comment ID: 96] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 5, Disagree: 0

YES!
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#130

Posted by Ryan Tracey on 08/07/2023 at 10:03pm [Comment ID: 152] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 2, Disagree: 0

Eastern Santa Rosa's Class | bike trails are very fragmented, which limits their use--especially for commuting. A key
city priority should be planning Class | trails that interconnect, so that biking is a safe option for commuting.

#131

Posted by Carmen Huddleston on 08/14/2023 at 1:34pm [Comment ID: 161] - Link

Type: Suggestion

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

Please create a version with all streets labeled. Difficult to tell which streets will have sidewalk improvements. Thank
you.
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The City aims to replace vehicle trips of five miles
or less with bicycling or walking by offering a
network that is safe, convenient, comfortable,
and continuous; that links neighborhoods with
schools, parks, shopping areas, transit, and
employment centers; and that people of all ages
and abilities can use. This General Plan includes
policies and actions that reinforce the shift away
from single-occupant vehicles by increasing the
mileage of the active transportation network,
filling gaps between existing facilities, improving
what is already on the ground, and other
improvements. Figure 3-6 depicts the existing
and planned bicycle facilities network, as
presented in the 2018 Bicycle and Pedestrian
Master Plan.

Roadway Classifications

The City Design Guidelines define roadways in
Santa Rosa; require adequate egress for all
travelers, including emergency vehicles; and call
for visually attractive streetscapes that
complement surrounding uses. Roadways in the
city fall into four major categories: highways,

regional/arterial streets, transitional/connector
streets, and local streets.

Highways

Highways carry local and long-distance traffic at
high speeds to, from, and through Santa Rosa.
The highways (U.S. 101 and SR-12) are the
responsibility of the State Department of
Transportation. Regional transit operators
Golden Gate Transit and Sonoma County Transit
have services on some local highways.

Regional/Arterial Streets

Regional or arterial streets are major points of
connection with each other, neighborhoods, and
the rest of region. They include Parkways and
Boulevards.

Parkways

Parkways bring people into the city or carry
traffic through natural areas. Speeds may be 45
mph or higher. When parkways enter town, they
become boulevards. Local transit operates on
some parkways. Bicycle and pedestrian
amenities may include:

e Bike lanes or separated bike lanes
e Sidewalks

e Planter strips and shade tree
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#132

Posted by Steve Birdlebough on 09/23/2023 at 10:04pm [Comment ID: 464] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

The proposed west-east (Jennings) bicycle boulevard's connection with the highway 101 pedestrian overpass could be included.

#133

Posted by Katie on 07/24/2023 at 10:35am [Comment ID: 125] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

This map provides insufficient milage and an incomplete network of class | and IV bikelanes needed to encourage biking and reduce care use. Under this plan, JC students can't get to Coddingtown
or downtown without biking unprotected on the street. At the very least bollards should be added to major roadways planned for class Il bikelanes.

#134

Posted by Tori Meredith on 09/14/2023 at 5:09pm [Comment ID: 408] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

| would like to propose that Sonoma Avenue gets new paving. As a cyclist the road is very bumpy and littered. there has been a lot of repaving and pipework on the side streets which has left
Sonoma Avenue an awful street to ride on. Also the section near Montgomery Village is terrible especially near the bus stops. The road is lumpy and causes the bike rider to veer out into traffic
because of fear of flipping the bike.

#135

Posted by Eris Weaver on 07/18/2023 at 2:54pm [Comment ID: 98] - Link
Type: Question -
Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

Why are there no Class IV lanes on the map?

#136

Posted by Elizabeth Crane on 09/16/2023 at 4:46pm [Comment ID: 413] - Link

Type: Question -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

Calistoga Rd. is considered an arterial road. However, there are also neighborhoods & schools, and residents who live along the road and use the road, especially in between Montecito and HWY 12.
We need infrastructure that allows cyclists, pedestrians and cars to safely traverse the road, such as protected bike lanes. It is my understanding that Calistoga Rd. is slated for major re-paving.
What is the timeline for re-paving project(s) on Calistoga Rd, and what are the possibilities for new active transportation infrastructure?
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CHAPTER 3 | CIRCULATION, OPEN SPACE, CONSERVATION, AND GREENHOUSE GAS REDUCTION

Boulevards

Boulevards provide multilane access to
commercial and mixed-use areas and carry
some regional traffic, with vehicle speeds of 30
to 40 mph. Local transit operates on some
boulevards. Bicycle and pedestrian amenities
may include:

e Bikelanesor separ@j bike lanes
e Sidewalks on both sides

e Neck-downs at intersections to support
pedestrian crossings

e Planter strips and shade trees

Transitional/Collector Streets

Transitional or collector streets connect
residential neighborhoods to commmercial
centers and service commercial districts.
Transitional streets include Avenues and Main
Streets.

Avenues

Avenues connect neighborhoods to commercial
centers and other neighborhoods and serve as
major transit routes. Vehicle speeds are typically
35 mph. - Bicycle and pedestrian amenities may
include:

e Bike lanes or separate bike lanes
e Sidewalks on both sides

e Neck-downs at intersections to support
pedestrian crossings

e Planter strips and shade trees

Main Streets

Main streets provide access to neighborhood
commercial and mixed-use areas. Vehicle
speeds are typically 25 to 30 mph. Local transit
operates on some main streets. Bicycle and
pedestrian amenities may include:

e Bike lanes or separate bike lanes
e Sidewalks on both sides

e Bulb-outs at intersection and midblock to
support pedestrian crossings

e Planter strips and shade trees

Local Streets

Local streets primarily provide access to
neighborhood destinations and make
connections within neighborhoods for
pedestrian, vehicular, and utility access. Traffic
speeds are 10 to 25 mph. The local streets
category includes Trails, Alleys, Lanes,
Neighborhood Streets, and Minor Streets.

Trails

Trails are multiuse, linear pathways through
neighborhoods or along creeks, not intended for
motorized vehicles. They often follow their own
rights-of-way or utility corridors. Trail use
supports VMT reduction, community health, and
other City goals. Amenities may include:

e Pedestrian and bicycle accessible
e Shade trees

e Lighting

e Wayfinding signage

e Benches

e Trashcans

e Bike repair stations

Alleys

Alleys are slow speed (10 mph), secondary access
ways running behind and sometimes between
rows of houses or commercial buildings. Alleys
can give service workers easy access to utilities
and sanitation and give residents access to
garages, backyards, and accessory units.
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#137

Posted by Eris Weaver on 07/18/2023 at 2:56pm [Comment ID: 99] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 5, Disagree: 0

Under each of the road types Boulevards, Avenues, and Main Streets, you have listed
"bike lanes OR separated bike lanes" as a possibility under each one. According to
the NACTO guidelines you've cited in Action 3-1.18, streets with speeds >25 mph
should have PROTECTED bike lanes only.
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Lanes

Lanes are narrow, often single-lane, roads that
access a small number of homes (typically 12 or
fewer), usually near parks, nature preserves, or
other locations conducive to limited access.
Depending on length, lanes may have sidewalks.

Neighborhood Streets

Neighborhood streets generally serve residential
areas with 100 or fewer homes or up to 1,000
average daily trips (ADT). These streets usually
extend from two to six blocks. Local transit
operates on some neighborhood streets.
Pedestrian amenities may include:

e Sidewalks on both sides

e Neck-downs at intersections to support
pedestrian crossings

e Shade trees

Minor Streets

Minor streets accommodate 1,000 or more ADT.
Pedestrian amenities may include:

e Sidewalks on both sides

e Bulb-outs or neck-downs at intersections
to support pedestrian crossings

e Shade trees

Scenic Roads

Scenic roads carr@wicles through areas of
notable beauty and/or with natural resources,

landmarks, historic features, or cultural interest
points. Regulations protect and enhance the
aesthetic values of scenic routes by governing
the development of property and placement of
outdoor advertising. Local transit operates on
some scenic roads. Santa Rosa’s scenic roads are:

1. Melita Road

2. Los Alamos Road

10.

1.

12.

13.

14.

15.
16.
17.
18.
19.

20.

21.

22.

Calistoga Road (north of Badger Road)

Highway 12 (from Highway 101 west to
Fulton Road)

Highway 12 (from Farmers Lane to
Calistoga Road)

Highway 12
Oakmont)

(from Calistoga Road to

Montecito Avenue (north of Norte Way to
Chanate)

Brush Creek and Wallace Roads
Fountaingrove Parkway

Bennett Valley Road (south of Farmers
Lane)

Montgomery  Drive  (fromm  Mission

Boulevard to Melita Road)

Chanate Road (from Mendocino Avenue
to Fountaingrove Parkway)

Petaluma Hill Road (from Colgan Avenue
to the Urban Growth Boundary)

Highway 101 (contiguous from northern to
southern city limit)

Los Olivos Road
Manzanita Avenue
Newanga Avenue
Francisco Avenue
Channel Drive
Wright Road South
Ludwig Avenue

Burbank Avenue (from the northerly
boundary of Roseland Creek Community
Park to Hearn Avenue)
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#138

Posted by Jenna Scott on 08/30/2023 at 3:50pm [Comment ID: 236] - Link

Type: Question -

Agree: 2, Disagree: 0

Why do only people in a car get to enjoy scenic roads? Why is the speed limit on
Petaluma Hill 55 mph, making it outright dangerous to bike on?

Reply by ari on 09/19/2023 at 8:39pm [Comment ID: 432] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

agreed- if and when any of these roads get restored, please include class |
(pedestrian trail too!) or IV bike lanes
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Goals, Policies, and Actions

Goal 3-1: Provide an integrated land use and
transportation system with safe and
efficient movement of people and goods for

all modes of travel that prioritizes reduction Policy 3-1.2:
of transportation-related GHG emissions.

Policy 3-1.1: Work with MTC and applicable
partner agencies to adopt VMT
thresholds. Action 3-1.8:

Action 3-1.1: Develop local guidelines for
calculating the projected VMT of
future devel ent projects and
transportati provements.

[ ' ] - Action 3-1.9:
Action 3-1.2: Require an analysis of projected ction 3-1.9

VMT as part %e environmental
review proce r projects with
the potential to increase VMT.

Action 3-1.3: Adopt and maintain screening
criteria fordifferent land uses and
project t)@ to determine when
a VMT analysis will be required as
part of the environmental review
process.

Action 3-1.10:

Action 3-1.4: Adopt and maintain thresholds to
termine when a VMT impact is
ﬁgniﬁcant" under the California
Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA).

Action 3-1.5: Continue to work with SCTA and
other local gnd regional partners
to reduce with existing
techniques and explore feasibility
of new techniques as they arise.

Action 3-1.11:

Action 3-1.6: Work with SCTA and other local
@ and regional partners to develop
a VM igation bank
alternative for eligible projects to
fund VMT reduction efforts.

Action 3-1.7: Develop a process to prioritize
projects and programs on the

capital improvement projects list,
including multimodal
components, that support VMT
reduction, particularly those in
EPA:s.

Promote land use,
transportation demand
management (TDM), and street
design practices that reduce
VMT and dependence on single-
occupancy vehicle trips.

Use the Urban Streets Design
Guide and the Urban Bikeways
Design Guide to plan roadway
improvements and new
development.

Continue to reduce or eliminate
vehicle parking requirements and
increase bicycle p&@ng to
prioritize a car-free environment
in high density areas.

Require developers of sites within
a quarter mile of transit corridors
to integrate transit-supportive
components, such as unlimited
pass programs, transit-serving
pedestrian infrastructure, and/or
transit subsidies, as appropriate.

Work with local employers to
expand transportation demand
management (TDM) programs
and other efforts to help meet
employee transportation needs
through alternative modes that
reduce single-occupancy
automobile trips, such as:

e Unlimited access to transit
service.

e Paidincentives to bike
commuters.

e Provision of bicycle facilities.

e Carpooling and vanpooling
incentives.
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#139

Posted by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 2:38pm [Comment ID: 340] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

If this is something like development mitigation fees applied to all VMT and not as an
offset but as a funding mechanism, that might be tricky but ultimately something to
consider as opposed to an offset mechanism for when VMT thresholds are exceeded
but there is a overriding public interest finding for the project which allows it to move
forward. Perhaps some additional explanation is needed here.

#140

Posted by Katie on 07/24/2023 at 10:36am [Comment ID: 126] - Link
Type: Question o
Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

How will this be determined?

#141

Posted by Jenna Scott on 08/30/2023 at 3:51pm [Comment ID: 237] - Link

Type: Question

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

Are you talking about an offset program? Those aren't compatible with a walkable,
livable city.

#1472

Posted by Steve Birdlebough on 09/23/2023 at 8:39pm [Comment ID: 455] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

Note that the Air Resources Board Scoping Plan makes these suggestions in
Appendix D: Reduce or eliminate minimum parking standards

23

Implement Complete Streets policies and investments, consistent with general plan
circulation element requirements24,25

Increase access to public transit by increasing density of development near transit,
improving transit service by increasing

service frequency, creating bus priority lanes, reducing or eliminating fares,
microtransit, etc.

Increase public access to clean mobility options by planning for and investing in
electric shuttles, bike share, car share,

and walking

Implement parking pricing or transportation demand management pricing strategies
Amend zoning or development codes to enable mixed-use, walkable,
transit-oriented, and compact infill development

(such as increasing the allowable density of a neighborhood)26
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Preserve natural and working lands by implementing land use policies that guide
development toward infill areas and do

not convert “greenfield” land to urban uses (e.g., green belts, strategic conservation
easements)

#143

Posted by Steve Birdlebough on 09/23/2023 at 8:48pm [Comment ID: 456] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

Note that Appendix D of the CARB Scoping plan calls for:

VMT per capita reduced 25 percent below 2019 levels by 2030

and 30 percent below 2019 levels by 2045.

Potential data sources to localize this for target-setting

include VMT modeling outputs prepared for, or

consistent with, the travel outcomes associated with

the adopted SCS or other applicable regional plan

#144

Posted by Steve Birdlebough on 09/23/2023 at 8:22pm [Comment ID: 454] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

Given that MTC is very slow in developing its plans, and due to the need for sharp
reductions in VMT, the city should not rely on the region's planning process for
settinmg its own VMT reduction targets.

#145

Posted by Steve Birdlebough on 09/23/2023 at 8:17pm [Comment ID: 453] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

The plan should recognize that the Caifornia Air Resources Board's Scoping Plan calls
for a 25% reduction in Vehicle Miles Traveled per capita by the year 2030! This goal
equates to a reduction of approximately 5% per year.

#146

Posted by Jenna Scott on 08/30/2023 at 3:53pm [Comment ID: 238] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 2, Disagree: 0

There also needs to be a variety of bike parking. My e-bike barely fits in the lockers
at the SMART station; | can't imagine trying to get a cargo bike or a bike towing a
trailer (for children or cargo) in there or really anywhere else.
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CHAPTER 3 | CIRCULATION, OPEN SPACE, CONSERVATION, AND GREENHOUSE GAS

e Trip reduction incentive Action 3-1.16:
programs.

e Carsharing programs.
Action 3-1.17:
e Staggered work shifts, flex

time (e.g., 9/80 work schedule),
and telecommuting.

e Paid-parking disincegtives for
single-occupant vek@s. Action 3-1.18:

Action 3-1.12: Continue to require TDM
measures for applicable
residential and commercial
developments to reduce VMT
generated by the development. Policy 3-1.3:

Action 3-1.13: Implement a TDM program for
City employees—potentially in
partnership with other local
governments, public agencies,
and transit providers—and
promote the program as a mode/
for local large employers. Action 3-1.19:

Action 3-1.14: Establish a framework for City
transportation investment and
project decisions that prioritizes,
in order:

1. Active tggnsportation modes,
includi@valking, bicycling,
and transit.

2. Other shared vehicles such as
carpool, vanpool, and
rideshare / transportation
network companies.

Action 3-1.20:

3. Private vehicles.
Action 3-1.21;

Action 3-1.15: Inventory and map the city’s

existing pedestrian network—

including sidewalks, trails, and

ADA accessibility features—to

inform future pedestrian network

improvements.

REDUCTION

Require multimodal and tric-
vehicle infrastructure in new
development.

When necessary to help ensure
safety, guide travel sing
different modes to separate,
parallel streets as part of
multistreet corridors.

Engage Santa Rosa community
members, prioritizing those in
EPAs and Areas of Change, in
planning for transportation
facilities and services.

Improve infrastructure, sidewalk
and bicycle linkages, and access
to transit and active modes of
transportation to better meet
daily commuting needs and
minimize VMT, especially in
EPAs and Areas of Change.

Develop viable solutions for
regional through-traffic on north-
south corridors, such as by
extending Farmers e, and
travel on east—west@;idors, such
as by improving the Mendocino
Avenue overcrossing of Highway
101, while remaining cognizant of
the multimodal need on each
corridor.

Participate in discussions
addressing regional through-
traffic with SCTA, the County of
Sonoma, MTC, and other
municipalities.

Support efforts to acquire local,
regional, State, and federal
funding for transportation
improvements, including
reconstruction of key
interchanges to accommodate all
modes of transportation,
including active transportation.
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#147

Posted by Denise Hill on 09/05/2023 at 4:37pm [Comment ID: 282] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

Please coordinate a one-time City investment in sidewalk repair in the older
neighborhoods surrounding downtown.

#1438

Posted by Jenna Scott on 08/30/2023 at 3:53pm [Comment ID: 239] - Link
Type: Suggestion

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

Yes yes yes to reducing free parking

#149

Posted by Jenna Scott on 08/30/2023 at 3:54pm [Comment ID: 240] - Link
Type: Question -
Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

| can't figure out what this means.

#150

Posted by THEA HENSEL on 09/05/2023 at 6:39pm [Comment ID: 305] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 2, Disagree: 0

Future development of the Farmers Lane extension shall include a Class 4 protected
bike lane. This is essential to offer more access between Bennett Valley and east to
business and development along the Santa Rosa Ave. corridor and the Equity
Priority Areas

#151

Posted by Ryan Tracey on 08/29/2023 at 8:55pm [Comment ID: 217] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 2, Disagree: 0

Given the rapid growth in EVs, there should be a more comprehensive look at
charging infrastructure needs for the city with a focus on making it accessible to
renters and disadvantaged communities.

Reply by Mark on 10/01/2023 at 10:01pm [Comment ID: 488] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

| think the city needs to be careful here that this requirement does not
become an impediment to creating housing in areas well served by transit and
with lots of amenities in walking distance. Not everyone wants a car (EV or
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conventional). People without cars should not be forced to subsidize car
drivers, by having a requirement that will increase housing costs. Conversely,
in the hopeless car dependent areas of Santa Rosa, | think the charging
infrastructure requirement makes some sense.
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Action 3-1.22: Explore alternative circulation
network improvements to
accommodate regional through-
traffic, focusing on
regional/arterial street circulation
and regional transportation
routes.

Action 3-1.23: |dentify and analyze high-
commute-trip corridors and
improve them by:

e Preparing and implementing
corridor plans.

e Developing Park-n-Ride lots to
encourage mixed-mode
commuting.

e Designating and
implementing mobility hubs
as defined by MTC.

Action 3-1.24: Enhance pedestrian and public
transportation routes to support
safe access to retail food
establishments.

Policy 3-1.4: Reduce traffic volumes and
speeds in ne@:orhoo

Action 3-1.25: Minimize through-traffic in
residential neighborhoods and
avoid traffic vo es greater than
those dictotecﬁ;treet design
and classification by providing
attractive regiona/@en’a/ Streets
to accommodate crdss-town
traffic.

Action 3-1.26: Contimg) require grid street
pattern new residential areas
to disperse local neighborhood

traffic and limit excessive volumes

on any one street.

Action 3-1.27: Implement traffic-calming
techniques on local streets that
experience high-speed or cut-
through traffic to improve
neighborhood livability:

e Narrow streets.
e Add on-street parking.
e Add chicanes, choke@r diverters.

e Rough-pave crosswalks.

e Add rum@trips.
e Add planted is|@s.

Action 3-1.28: Include traffic calming by default
in regular paving and
maintenance projects unless
infeasible due to engineering or in
cases where transit or emergency
access may be blocked.

Action 3-1.29: Improve traffic flow and reduce
neighborhood traffic impacts in
all quadrants of the city by
completing needed
improvements on arterial and
collector streets.

Goal 3-2: Provide a safe and accessible
active and public transportation network
that reduces dependence on single

occupancy vehicles, prioritizing Equity
Priority Areas and Areas of Change.

Policy 3-2.1: Plan, build, and maintain a safe,
complete, continuous,
convenient, and attractive
pedestrian, bicycle, and multiuse
trail network in Santa Rosa that
is equitably accessible for all
ages and abilities.

Action 3-2.1: Monitor the proportions of travel
that use different transportation
options to track progress in
diversifying the city’s mode split.

Action 3-2.2: Support active transportation by
pursuing available grants and
ensure that the active
transportation network, especially
approaches to schools, are safe
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#152

Posted by Mark on 10/01/2023 at 10:08pm [Comment ID: 489] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

Awesome! This also makes neighborhoods more walkable by not forcing people to
take ridiculously long detours to get around the cul-de-sacs.

#153

Posted by Stephen Maples on 08/15/2023 at 9:36pm [Comment ID: 164] - Link

Type: Suggestion

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

Speed limits in many areas of Santa Rosa are too high. With the passage of AB43 in
2021, local entities have greater discretion to reduce speed limits by 5mph by
ordinance. | would like to see this law put to use here in Santa Rosa, with the goal of
reducing speed limits to better facilitate safe, people-centered infrastructure.

#154

Posted by Denise Hill on 09/05/2023 at 4:41pm [Comment ID: 283] - Link

Type: Question -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

Reducing traffic speeds will require a return to traffic enforcement by the SRPD in
order to get drivers to obey the speed limits. | don't see this listed as an Action item.
Will it be added?

#155

Posted by Stephen Maples on 08/15/2023 at 9:33pm [Comment ID: 163] - Link

Type: Suggestion

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

As a resident of Montgomery Dr. (an "arterial road" as shown in Fig. 3.3 of the Draft
General Plan), | am worried about the language listed in Action 3-1.25: "Minimize
through-traffic in residential neighborhoods and avoid traffic volumes greater than
those dictated by street design and classification by providing attractive
regional/arterial streets to accommodate cross-town traffic." While Montgomery Dr.,
and other arterials (e.g., Sonoma Ave) do facilitate cross-town traffic, they are also
neighborhood streets lined with residential homes that desperately need additional
traffic calming, lower speed limits, and speed enforcement.

#156

Posted by Jenna Scott on 08/30/2023 at 3:56pm [Comment ID: 242] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

Eliminate right turn on red.
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#157

Posted by Eris Weaver on 07/18/2023 at 2:58pm [Comment ID: 100] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 2, Disagree: 0

As a cyclist, riding over rumble strips is very discombobulating and could cause an
inexperienced cyclist to fall. They are not appropriate where people will cycle!

#158

Posted by ari on 09/19/2023 at 8:43pm [Comment ID: 433] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

planted islands- another great opportunity for more trees reducing heat! i would also
love to see medians and islands too small for trees using lots of pollinator-friendly
smaller plants

#159

Posted by Jenna Scott on 08/30/2023 at 3:55pm [Comment ID: 241] - Link
Type: Suggestion
Agree: 1, Disagree: 0
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CHAPTER 3 | CIRCULATION, OPEN SPACE, CONSERVATION, AND GREENHOUSE GAS REDUCTION

Action 3-2.3:

Action 3-2.4:

Action 3-2.5:

Action 3-2.6:

Action 3-2.7:

Action 3-2.8:

Action 3-2.9:

Action 3-2.10:

Action 3-2.11:

for cyclists and pedestrians, with
needed amenities such as
sidewalks, crosswalks, bike lanes,
and traffic calming.

Implement and update the City’s
Bicycle and Pedestrian Master
Plan, as appropriate.

Identify and address active
transportation deficiencies,
prioritizing EPAS.

Continue to implement the
Sonoma County Vision Zero
Action Plan and the City of Santa
Rosa Vision Zero Implementation
Plan to eliminate collisions and
traffic fatalities.

Upgrade streets throughout
Santa Rosa for safe and
convenient walking, including
sufficient and continuous
sidewalks and safe pedestrian
crossings at reasonable distances
to encourage access and mobility
for seniors, children, and people
with disabilities and strollers.

If it is not feasible to provide a
continuous pedestrian route,
provide a safe alternate route
that minimizes any extra
distance.

Prioritize pedestrian projects
along transit corridors that
provide access to transit stops.

Link the vorio@tywide
pedestrian paths, where possible.
Develop and implement

standards and requirements for
sidewalks in the auto mall area.

Integrate multiuse trails along
creek corridors, railroad rights-of-
way, and in park designs.

Action 3-2.12:

Action 3-2.13:

Action 3-2.14:

Action 3-2.15:

Action 3-2.16:

Action 3-2.17:

Action 3-2.18:

Action 3-2.19;

Continue to upgrade curb ramps
in compliance with the Americans
with Disabilities Act.

Provide street lighting that
energy efficient, attractive
appropriate to the character and
scale of the neighborhood or
district, and that contributes to
pedestrian, bicycle, and vehicular
safety.

Update the Zoning Code to
require that building plans and
pedestrian facilities allow for easy
pedestrian access from sidewalks,
transit stops, other pedestrian
facilities, and parking lots.

Update the Zoning Code to
require construction of attractive

pedestria / s and areas in
new reside , mercial,
office, and industrial
developments.

Update the Zoning Code to
require any new developments
with cul-de-sacs or other limited
street connectivity /ayo@to
provide enhanced conn@€tivity for
pedestrians and bicyclists.

Allow sharing or parallel
development of pedestrian
walkways and bicycle paths
where safe to maximize the use of
public rights-of-way.

Support pedestrian and bicyclist
needs by incorporating them into
regular planning activities for all
City projects, and include
pedestrian facility funding in all
appropriate funding requests.

Expand the citywide system of
designated bikeways to better
serve bicyclists of all ages and
abilities and maximize bicycle use
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#160

Posted by Jenna Scott on 08/30/2023 at 3:57pm [Comment ID: 243] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

Uh, this should be a major, code red, massive priority, not a "where possible"
throwaway.

#161

Posted by Robin North on 07/22/2023 at 11:37am [Comment ID: 114] - Link

Type: Suggestion

Agree: 2, Disagree: 0

With appropriate landscaping and that the landscaping is maintained in a sustainable
way so it will thrive, not mowed and blowed until it disappears

#162

Posted by ari on 09/19/2023 at 8:46pm [Comment ID: 434] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

shade trees shade trees shade trees shade trees x100000

Reply by ari on 09/19/2023 at 8:46pm [Comment ID: 435] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

and water-harvesting earthworks! they can be very beautiful as well as
functional! and educational!

#163

Posted by ari on 09/19/2023 at 8:51pm [Comment ID: 437] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

more of these please!!!! i live 200 ft from a creek trail but have to walk almost a mile
to get onto it. new developments, especially as we build more paths, have a great
opportunity to remedy this

#164

Posted by ari on 09/19/2023 at 8:48pm [Comment ID: 436] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

facing downward avoids wasting energy and is kinder to the creatures that need to
fly in the dark
https://www.archdaily.com/977131/how-to-reduce-light-pollution-with-street-light-des

ign
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Action 3-2.20:

Action 3-2.21:

Action 3-2.22:

Action 3-2.23:

Action 3-2.24:

Action 3-2.25;

Action 3-2.26:

CHAPTER 3 | CIRCULATION, OPEN SPACE, CONSERVATION, AND GREENHOUSE GAS REDUCTION

for commuting, recreation, and
local transport.

Develop street standards with
separated and/or protected
bicycle lanes.

Provide bicycle lanes along all
regional/arterial streets and high-
volume transitional/collector
streets, prioritizing protected
bicycle lanes except where
infeasible due to engineering or
obstruction of access for transit or
emergency access.

Finish or bridge incomplete or
disconnected bicycle routes.

Maintain all r ways and bicycle
facilities so t rovide safe and
comfortable conditions for
bicyclists.

As part of the City’s Capital
Improvement Program, or street
and intersection projects
constructed by private
developers, install and construct
bicycle facilities, including Class |
paths, Class Il and IIB lanes, Class
Il route signs and road paint, or
Class IV separated paths.

Improve intersections of bicycle
and pedestrian multiuse trails
with highly trafficked roads
through improvements such as
painted crosswalks, beacon lights,
or other improvements as
warranted to increase user ease
and safety. Ensure that there are
no physical barriers to bicyclists or
pedestrians as they cross high
traffic roadways at intersections
with Class | or Class 1V facilities.

Update the Zoning Code to
require the highest level of bicycle
facility protection that is
practicable, as part of the

development review and
entitlement process, to
encourage bicycle use and
comfort.

Action 3-2.27: Work with local education

providers to ensure that students
have safe pedestrian access to
school sites throughout the city.

Action 3-2.28: Support Safe Routes to School by

Policy 3-2.2:

Action 3-2.29:

Action 3-2.30:

Action 3-2.31:

Action 3-2.32:

pursuing available grants and
ensuring that approaches to
schools are safe for cyclists and
pedestrians by providing needed
amenities such as sidewalks,
crosswalks, bike lanes, and traffic
calming on streets near schools
and community centers.

Increase transit ridership to
reduce GH@issions and
provide con ient and efficient
public transportation to

workplaces, shoppij and other
destinations.

Identify first/last mile challenges
citywide and work with transit
and rideshare companies to
provide solutions.

Continue to require TDM
measures for new development,
including CityBus / Sonoma
County Transit / SMART waivers or
discounts for project occupants.

Provide convenient, efficient
routes to major employment,
education, recreation,
community, and shopping
centers throughout the city,
SMART stations, and shopping

centers@ @

Continue to implement and
periodically update Transit
Master Plans such as
Reimagining CityBus and the
Short-Range Transit Plan, and
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#165

Posted by Denise Hill on 09/05/2023 at 4:44pm [Comment ID: 284] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

Action Item: Install security cameras along the Prince Memorial Greenway so police
can monitor and respond to illegal/unwanted activity quickly.

#166

Posted by Paul Larkin on 09/04/2023 at 5:50pm [Comment ID: 248] - Link

Type: Suggestion

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

Provide direct routes as much as possible, too major destinations, including shopping
centers/Mall, SRJC, LBC, minimizing the need for transfers.

Reply by resident on 09/11/2023 at 4:24pm [Comment ID: 321] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

Agreed, more transit hubs near destinations.

#167

Posted by Steve Birdlebough on 09/23/2023 at 10:19pm [Comment ID: 465] - Link

Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

The Air Resources Board's 2022 Scoping Plan calls for a doubling of transit service by
2030.
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2022-11/2022-sp-appendix-e-sustainable-an
d-equitable-communities.pdf

CityBus should plan accordingly.

#168

Posted by Paul Larkin on 09/04/2023 at 5:52pm [Comment ID: 249] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 2, Disagree: 0

Make transit so efficient that it is more convenient than driving and finding a place to
park.

#169

Posted by Jenna Scott on 08/30/2023 at 4:00pm [Comment ID: 244] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 3, Disagree: 0

The biggest hurdle to regularly using public transit for me is the ghastly headways.
The City should work with the transit authority to ramp up service on SMART. 30
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minute headways during peak hours is embarrassing and 2 hour headways on
weekends is a joke.
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CHAPTER 3 | CIRCULATION, OPEN SPACE, CONSERVATION, AND GREENHOUSE GAS REDUCTION

work with MTC and other
agencies on regional transit-
supporting initiatives.

Action 3-2.33: Establish standards that require
new development to provide
transit improvements to meet
demand from the project,
including but not limited to:

e Direct, paved pedestrian
access to ara nsit stops.

e Bus turn®ts and weather-
protected shelters.

e Bus-ready travel lanes.

Action 3-2.34:Improve the reliability, efficiency,
frequency, and travel time of
transit service to meet or exceed
performance standards of the
most recent Santa Rosa CityBus
Short Range Transit Plan and
improve transit service along
corridors where increased
densities are planned.

Action 3-2.35: \Work with local and regional
transportation agencies to
coordinate multimodal
connections throughout the city,
including timed transfers
connecting different transit routes
and future rail service, bicycle
parking and lockers at transit
centers, and transit stops at park-
and-ride lots.

Action 3-2.36: |dentify and develop
opportunities to improve
pedestrian, bicycle, micromobility
(such as bike or scooter share),
and bus transit connections
between existing transit stations,
to SMART stations, and to future
mobility hubs.

Action 3-2.37: Encourage ridership on public
transit systems through

marketing and promotional
efforts and incentives.

Action 3-2.38: Coordinate plans for transit
system changes and expansions
with local land use planning to
ensure consistency with adopted
transit service allocation, service
design, and equity policies.

Action 3-2.39: Work with private and public
sector partners on “safe ride
home” transit programs and
advertising campaigns targeting
wine industry tourists or anyone
under the influence of alcohol.

Action 3-2.40:Work with SCTA and MTC to
promote Safe Routes to Transit
projects and programs and
submit applications for funding of
local Safe Routes to Transit
projects and programes.

Action 3-2.41: Expand the hours of transit
service, including ing nights
and weekendes.

Action 3-2.42:|nvest resources to ensure that
the Transit Mall, Downtown
SMART Sén, and North SMART
Station are active, safe, and
efficiently accessed by local
tra

Action 3-2.43:Support the integration of transit
services in Sonoma County and
the region for the benefit of the
riding public, including but not
limited to, integrating passenger
information, real-time arrival, fare
structures, and coordinating
service planning.

Policy 3-2.3: Ensure that the transit system
serves all members of the
community equitably, especially
in EPAs.

Action 3-2.44:Fvaluate local transit services to
identify and address any
accessibility barriers, including for
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#170

Posted by ari on 09/19/2023 at 8:52pm [Comment ID: 438] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

a bench (especially a shaded bench) at every bus stop would be a big improvement

#171

Posted by Mark Franaszek on 10/01/2023 at 10:33pm [Comment ID: 490] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

I'm not sure if it was an oversight, but providing safe cycling routes is a great way to
provide some of that access. Study how Dutch cities have built low stress separated
cycling routes to major destinations. Don't follow the North American model by
painting a stripe on the ground and calling it good. Cycling infrastructure that people
will use, is cycling infrastructure that is clearly safe. You should feel comfortable
letting your 8 year old use it.

#172

Posted by Steve Birdlebough on 09/23/2023 at 10:22pm [Comment ID: 466] - Link

Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 0, Disagree: -1

Develop bus services that paralell the SMART tracks to provide first and last mile
connections for train riders.

#173

Posted by ari on 09/19/2023 at 8:54pm [Comment ID: 439] - Link

Type: Suggestion

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

please!!!!!!l more night and weekend buses!!!! especially with the previous
comment about smaller buses able to come more often/at different hours and
locations, this would be really useful. it could really help against drunk driving to
have night/weekend buses circulating from bars
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Action 3-2.45;

CHAPTER 3 | CIRCULATION, OPEN SPACE, CONSERVATION, AND GREENHOUSE GAS REDUCTION

children, seniors, those with
disabilities, and nonnative English
speakers.

Reduce the cost of transit,
especially for low-income
individuals and those residing in
EPAs, by expanding the unlimited
Pass Program that serves
students through grade 12, SRIC
students, City employees,
paratransit users, and veterans.

Action 3-2.46:Develop an accumulator transit

pass that reduces the cost burden
for frequent riders.

Action 3-2.47: Work with SCTA and local transit

operators to explore financial
incentives, reduced fares for
public transportation, and a
subregional or countywide
universal basic mobility program.

Action 3-2.48:/dentify strategies to increase low-

Policy 3-2.4:

income residents’ access to
transit hubs, jobs, and areas with
goods and services, such as by
enhancing existing transit hubs,
constructing new transit hubs,
and/or providing new first/last
mile services.

Continue to support SMART rail
service.

Action 3-2.49:Support efforts to construct future

Action 3-2.50:

Action 3-2.51:

SMART stations in Santa Rosaq,
including in south Santa Rosa.

Preserve options for future SMART
rail stations by zoning land in
proximity to the potential station
sites for higher residential
densities and/or mixed-use
development.

Support SMART efforts to promote
tourist rail excursions as well as
rail service for commuting and
other travel purposes.

Action 3-2.52: Support SMART efforts to provide

multi-use trails adjacent to new
rail lines creating a regional trail
network for active transportation
and recreation.

Goal 3-3: Ensure that traffic-related impacts
of proposed land uses are evaluated and

mitigated.

Policy 3-3.1:

Action 3-3.1:

Action 3-3.2:

Action 3-3.3:

Action 3-3.4:

Action 3-3.5:;

Action 3-3.6:

Make sure that new
development does not impede
efficient, safe, and free-flowing
circulation.

Require traffic studies for
development projects that may
have a substantial impact on the
circulation system.

Monitor level of service (LOS) at
intersections to ensure that
improvements or alterations to
improve corridor LOS do not
cause severe impacts at any
single intersection.

In areas other than the
downtown, strive to meet
intersection LOS D to maintain
adequate operations of the street
network and minimize cut
through traffic on residential
streets.

Monitor regional/arterial street
LOS at regular intervals to
determine if local LOS goals are
being met, and provide
information needed to maintain a
calibrated citywide traffic model.

Coordinate transportation plans
with those of Sonoma County,
MTC, and the State of California.

Revise the Zoning Code to require
site design to focus through-
traffic on regional/arterial streets,
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#174

Posted by Katie on 07/24/2023 at 10:42am [Comment ID: 127] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 2, Disagree: 0

LOS encourages and prioritizes car-dependent infrastructure that is unsafe for bikes
and pedestrians and limits the development of narrower streets and other
infrastructure prioritized earlier in the GP. LOS should be a very low priority,
especially when compared to VMT.

Reply by Jenna Scott on 08/30/2023 at 4:01pm [Comment ID: 245] - Link
Type: Suggestion

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

Yes yes yes agree agree agree.

Reply by Mark Franaszek on 10/01/2023 at 11:04pm [Comment ID: 491] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

Agreed! This item needs to be struck or re-written. When you define LOS as
only moving cars rather than people, you entrench car dependency. Cars are
the LEAST efficient way of utilizing road space to move people. The last thing
we need is a decision making process with a built in bias to favor the most
polluting and least equitable form of transportation.

Draft_General Plan_all pages_RS.pdf Page 152 Printed 10/02/2023


https://www.srcity.konveio.com/general-plan-update-2050-draft?cid=127#page=86
https://www.srcity.konveio.com/general-plan-update-2050-draft?cid=127#page=86
https://www.srcity.konveio.com/general-plan-update-2050-draft?cid=127#page=86

CHAPTER 3 | CIRCULATION, OPEN SPACE, CONSERVATION, AND GREENHOUSE GAS REDUCTION

Action 3-3.7:

Action 3-3.8:

Action 3-3.9:

Policy 3-3.2:

and employ the following design

techniques to increase driver
safety and traffic efficiency:

e Reduce the number of
driveways and intersections.

e Combine driveways to serve
numerous small parcels.

e Avoid residential access.

e Install and facilitate timing of

traffic signals.

e Ensure continuous sidewalks.

in lieu of stop/signal-controlled

intersections, where appropriate,

to improve safety, reduce delay

and idling time, and lower vehicle

emissions.

for multimodal transportation
systems improvements and

ensure the adequacy of funding
for needed transportation system

improvements.

to reduce demand on existing
facilities in lieu of widening

roadways and further impacting

the natural environment.

City-designated scenic roads

throughout Santa Rosa in both

rural and developed areas.

Action 3-3.10: Update the Zoning Code to

develop standards for scenic
roadways identified in the
General Plan that do not have
corresponding development
standards in the Zoning Code,
including:

Construct or require roundabouts

Periodically update City impact
fees to require that development
projects pay a fair share of costs

Favor transportation alternatives

Identify, preserve, and enhance

Action 3-3.11:

Action 3-3.12:

Action 3-3.13:

e Highway 12 (from Highway 101
west to Fulton Road)

e Highway 12 (from Farmers
Lane to Calistoga Road)

e Fountaingrove Parkway

e Bennett Valley Road (south of
Farmers Lane)

e Montgomery Drive (from
Mission Boulevard to Melita
Road)

e Chanate Road (from
Mendocino Avenue to
Fountaingrove Parkway)

e Petaluma Hill Road (from
Colgan Avenue to the UGB)

e Highway 101 (contiguous from
northern to southern City
limit)

e Newanga Avenue
e Channel Drive

e Wright Road South
e Ludwig Avenue

Provide bikeways along scenic
roads where right-of-way exists or

where its acquisition will not
jeopardize roa character.
Discourage on-street parking
along scenic roads; bus stops or

scenic overlooks may be provided
at appropriate intervals.

Ensure that the size, number, and
placement of signage along
scenic roads does not detract
from the area’s scenic character
as much as feasible.

3-22
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#175

Posted by Paul Larkin on 09/04/2023 at 5:54pm [Comment ID: 250] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 3, Disagree: 0

Yes, roundabouts save time, fuel, and air quality. Eliminate all those Idling cars,
waiting for the light to change.

#176

Posted by Jenna Scott on 08/30/2023 at 4:02pm [Comment ID: 246] - Link

Type: Question

Agree: 3, Disagree: 0

There is no such thing as "roadway character". And if there was, it certainly wouldn't
be more important than literal human lives.
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CHAPTER 3 | CIRCULATION, OPEN SPACE, CONSERVATION, AND GREENHOUSE GAS REDUCTION

Open Space and
Conservation

Open Space

The benefits of open space include visual
enjoyment, natural resource conservation (e.g.,
plant and wildlife habitats, creek corridors,
hillsides, and soils), water quality protection,
recreational use, and hazard reduction (e.g,,
flood control and fire management).

Open spaces in and around Santa Rosa include
agriculture, greenbelts (community separators),
natural resources, and parks and recreation
areas. Preservation of open space for each of
these uses is important to the quality of life and
semirural character valued by community
members. General Plan policies address public
access to these areas and expansion of the
regional open space network. A continuous
network of open space land has more benefits
for plant and habitat conservation than
disconnected open spaces. Figure 2-6, General
Plan Land Use, shows designated open space
areas.

Agricultural Resources

on the plain include numerous vernal pools and
their associated species, as well as surrounding
grasslands, and upland resources to the east
include hillside open spaces, creeks, and
woodlands. Biological resources within the city
include sensitive plants and animals, creeks, and
wetlands, including vernal pools.

Santa Rosa Creek originates in the headwaters
of Mount Hood and runs roughly east to west
through the city and into the Laguna de Santa
Rosa. Other streams, including the lower reaches
of Matanzas Creek, run through or near the city
on their way to joining Santa Rosa Creek.

Citywide Creek Master Plan

The Citywide Creek Master Plan sets goals and
policies for specific waterways in Santa Rosa. The
plan details the creek environments in the city
and designates areas for recreation,
enhancement, or preservation. The City expects
the Master Plan to improve wildlife habitats and
increase recreational opportunities, drainage
capacity, and flood control.

Vegetation

Agricultural resources in the Santa Rosa
planning area give community members a
sense of rural character and access to fresh
goods and produce. Conserving agricultural
resources—including crop fields, grazing land,
and vineyards—will help sustain the sense of
nature for the greater Santa Rosa area and
contribute to the region’s health and economic
vitality.

qi,ological Resources and
aterways

Vegetation types in Santa Rosa include
grasslands, woodlands, riparian areas, and vernal
pools. Small areas of discrete habitat, such as
vernal pools, support distinct sets of plant and
animal species, which are generally sensitive to
human disturbance.

Wildlife

Biological resources in the Santa Rosa area are
concentrated on the Santa Rosa plain to the
west and in the uplands to the east, with creeks

forming critical connections. Sensitive resources

Different vegetation types provide habitat for
different species of wildlife, and the mingling of
different habitats is an advantage for species
that use the “edges” between them. Open space
areas support smaller species, including
songbirds, rodents, and insects, and provide
habitat for sensitive species, including nesting
raptors.
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#177

Posted by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 2:43pm [Comment ID: 341] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

General comment: | don't see much reference to the proposed purchase and use of
the area formerly set aside for the highway 12 extension on the east between
Farmers Lane and Summerfield. Hopefully that can be addressed somewhere in this
plan, particularly for the Biological resources, recreational potential, carbon
sequestration potential, and circulation potential
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The streams flowing through the city provide
both instream and riparian habitat. Aquatic
species need instream habitat, and Santa Rosa
Creek and several of its tributaries carry aquatic
species such as steelhead/rainbow trout.
Riparian habitat supports its own community of
plants and animals, including amphibians, and
functions as a migration corridor between
habitats separated by development. Both types
of habitats support a variety of animal species,
from streambed invertebrates to the larger
fishes and animals such as herons and egrets
that feed on them. Preserving wildlife habitat
and restoring riparian corridors protects wildlife
species and provides tranquil open spaces
within the city’'s urban landscape.

Air Quality

Reducing air pollutants benefits community
health and quality of life. The City of Santa Rosa
works with the Bay Area Air Quality
Management District to address air quality in
Santa Rosa, which has generally improved with
cleaner motor vehicles, less agricultural and
residential burning, and reformulated consumer
products.

Efficient and sustainable development patterns,
strong connections between different land uses,
clean and renewable energy sources, alternative
transportation modes, open space preservation,
and construction dust abatement have all
contributed to better air quality in Santa Rosa,
but there is still room for improvement.

Goals, Policies, and Actions

Goal 3-4: Protect, expand, maintain, and
restore natural resources, open space, and

agricultural land. 178

Policy 3-4.1: Maximize the benefits of open

space, including by supporting

Action 3-4.1:

Action 3-4.2:

Action 3-4.3:

Action 3-4.4:

Action 3-4.5:

Action 3-4.6:

recreation and conservation
where possible.

Cooperate with public and private
entities to create new multiuse
trails and public access pathways
to parks, open spaces, and
drainage ways in and near the
city.

Monitor and support the progress
of the Sonoma County
Agricultural Preservation and
Open Space District in acquiring
Santa Rosa properties.

Coordinate with public and
private entities to link open
spaces with a network of paths
and trails, inc/uding%oma
Water access roads the Bay
Area Ridge Trail.

Collaborate with regional
agencies and private landowners
to link inaccessible open spaces
where such linking would benefit
the protection of special
environments and life systems
such as wetlands, plant
communities, and wildlife
habitats and corridors.

Promote the use of properties
unsuitable for development due
to hazards or other safety
constraints—as defined in
Chapter 5, Safety, Noise, and
Public Services and Facilities—for
open space uses if they can be
safely integrated and do not
require infrastructure, such as
fishing, wildlife observation uses.

Preserve, enhance, and expand
an integrated network of open
space to support other uses and
benefits, such as habitat,
recreation, natural resources,
historic and tribal resources,
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#178

Posted by Katie on 07/24/2023 at 10:45am [Comment ID: 128] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 2, Disagree: 0

Yes!! Action towards this goal is directly contradictory to goals regarding
annexation-annexation efforts should be removed from the general plan and goal
3-4 should be prioritized.

#179

Posted by Eris Weaver on 07/18/2023 at 3:02pm [Comment ID: 101] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 4, Disagree: 0

YES PLEASE! There are many nice gravel roads along waterways...many of which are
locked and marked “no trespassing”, | assume to keep homeless folks from camping
there.
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Action 3-4.7:
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CHAPTER 3 | CIRCULATION, OPEN SPACE, CONSERVATION, AND GREENHOUSE GAS REDUCTION

water management, nature-
based climate resilience, and
aesthetic

Conserve agricultural land and
soils.

Ensure the City’s Natural
Resources Program prioritizes
land management techniques
and agricultural practices that
reduce erosion and soil loss on
City-owned properties.

uct a carbon sequestration
feasibility study of City-owned
open space, parks, agricultural

ﬁnds, and other conservation

Action 3-4.9:

nds, and implement the
recommendations as feasible.
This study should assess carbon
storage potential by land use type
and identify strategies to
facilitate carbon sequestration.

Encourage the Sonoma County
Agricultural Preservation and
Open Space District to acquire
open space in and surrounding
Santa Rosa, including:

e The Community Separator
between Santa Rosa and
Rohnert Park.

e Taylor Mountain.

e Areaswest and north of the
UGB.

@ The Santa Rosa Creek corridor.

Action 3-4.10: Support Sonoma County efforts to

Policy 3-4.3:

preserve unincorporated lands
adjacent to and near the Santa
Rosa UGB as viable agricultural
resources and to support the
agriculture economy and
environmental quality.

Conserve creeks, wetlands,
vernal pools, wildlife

Action 3-4.11:

Action 3-4.12:

Action 3-4.13:

ecosystems, rare plant habitats,
and waterways.

Use existing (and/or restore
historical) natural features and
ecosystem processes for
conservation, preservation, or
sustainable management of
open space, including, but not
limited to, aquatic or terrestrial
vegetated open space, systems
and practices that use or mimic
natural processes, and other
engineered systems to provide
clean water, conserve ecosystem
values and functions, and provide
a wide array of benefits to people
and wildlife.

Continue to implement existing
regulations and procedures,
including subdivision guidelines,
zoning, design review, and
environmental law, to conserve
wetlands and rare plants, riparian
habitat and other sensitive
natural communities, and
essential habitat for special-
status species; use the
environmental review process
and comply with the applicable
regulations and standards, such
as federal policy of no net loss of
wetlands; use mitigation
measures such as:

e Avoidance of sensitive habitat.
e Clustered development.

e Transfer of development
rights.

e Compensatory mitigation,
such as restoration or creation.

Require a qualified biologist to
conduct a biological resource
assessment as part of
environmental review for
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#180

Posted by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 2:51pm [Comment ID: 343] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 2, Disagree: 0

Another action could be to do a carbon sequestration study of properties not owned
by the city, both those owned by some other public entities and those owned
privately. If this is what is meant by the second sentence here then perhaps change
it to be more clear.

#181

Posted by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 2:47pm [Comment ID: 342] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 2, Disagree: -1

This is a critical action and should be done as soon as possible and more than once
during the General Plan time horizon since the earlier implementation begins the
better for actual sequestration effects and ideas and feasibility will likely change
during the Plan time horizon.

#182

Posted by Ryan Tracey on 08/29/2023 at 9:08pm [Comment ID: 218] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

There is strong interest in the Skyhawk community for the large ranch north of the
community that is currently for sale to be purchased for conservation. The ranch
was in the path of the Glass Fire and is not safe for development.

#183

Posted by Mark on 10/01/2023 at 11:27pm [Comment ID: 492] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

Given the current bad press that Carbon Sequestration has been experiencing, | am
a bit leary of this item. There are strategies that clearly reduce CO2 by never
emitting it, why then sink resources into carbon removal techniques of questionable
veracity. Each gallon of gasoline you don't burn keeps 24 pounds of CO2 out of the
atmosphere, that kind of efficiency is going to be hard to match with sequestration.

#184

Posted by Paul Larkin on 09/04/2023 at 8:51pm [Comment ID: 269] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 2, Disagree: 0

Plant Pocket forests on available land.
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Reply by ari on 09/19/2023 at 8:58pm [Comment ID: 440] - Link

Type: Suggestion

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0
this could be a good default for lots that have sat empty for X amount of years
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Action 3-4.14:

Action 3-4.15;

proposed development on sites
with natural habitat conditions
that may support special-status
species, sensitive natural
communities, or requlated
wetlands and waters. The
biologist should determine the
presence or absence of any
sensitive resources that could be
affected by proposed
development, assess potential
impacts, and define measures for
protecting the resource and
surrounding buffer habitat, in
compliance with City policies and
State and federal laws.

Continue to require that potential
significant impacts on special-
status species, occurrences of
sensitive natural communities, or
regulated wetlands and waters
be minimized during the
environmental review process
through adjustments and
controls on the design,
construction, and operations of a
proposed project, or require
appropriate compensatory
mitigation where such impacts
are unavoidable.

Continue to require that
development activities avoid
nests of native birds when in
active use to ensure compliance
with the State Fish and Game
Code and the federal Migratory
Bird Treaty Act when construction
is initiated on development sites.
If initial vegetation removal and
site disturbance cannot be
restricted outside the nesting
season (September 1through
January 31), require that a
preconstruction survey for nesting
birds be conducted by a qualified
biologist during the bird-nesting

Action 3-4.16:

season (February 1through
August 31). Where an active nest
is found on the site, an adequate
setback should be established
around any nest of a native bird
species when it is in active use
until the young have fledged and
are no longer dependent on the
nest. The nest setback distance
should be defined by a qualified
biological consultant with input
from the California Department
of Fish and Wildlife, with the
setback zone fenced or flagged,
and all construction disturbance
restricted from this zone until the
qualified biologist has confirmed
the nest is no longer in use.

Inventory wetlands, floodplains,
marshlands, and adjacent lands
that could potentially support
climate adaptation (e.g., through
flood management, filtration, or
other beneficial ecosystem
services) and mitigation (e.g.,
carbon sequestration).

Sequestration is the natural removal of GHGs
from the atmosphere by soils and plants.
When previously undeveloped land is
developed, it can release previously

sequestered

Action 3-4.17:

Action 3-4.18:

Action 3-4.19;

emissions.

Protect high quality wetlands and
vernal pools from development or
other activities.

Implement the Citywide Creek
Master Plan and promote a “one
water” approach that teaches
preservation and stewardship of
local creeks and water resources.

Establish and annually evaluate
mitigation fees for
environmentally sensitive
resource lands and/or
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#185

Posted by ari on 09/19/2023 at 8:59pm [Comment ID: 441] - Link
Type: Suggestion
Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

#186

Posted by ari on 09/19/2023 at 9:00pm [Comment ID: 442] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

teaching about the different plants and animals that live here, especially if people
are able to go out and see them for themselves, is a really good way to build a
strong connection, sense of place, and drive to protect the environment
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endangered species habitat
areas that are subject to
development and apply
mitigation fees, as appropriate.

Action 3-4.20:Periodically review the status of

Action 3-4.21:

Action 3-4.22:

Action 3-4.23:

local creeks and plan for ongoing
restoration, planning, and
stewardship.

Seek funding to maintain and
restore citywide creeks, including
for recreational opportunities
linked to creeks as well as for
flood control.

Continue to consult with the
California Department of Fish
and Wildlife to identify significant
environments and priorities for
acquisition or maintenance of
open space areas based on
biological and environmental
concerns and develop a strategy
for maintaining areas that will
preserve the populations of plants
and animals currently found
within the UGB.

Implement storm water pollution
prevention outreach to increase
community awareness of
pollution impacts to creeks and
preserve waterways.

Action 3-4.24:Do not create additional

Action 3-4.25:

channelized waterways unless no
other alternative is available to
protect human health, safety, and
welfare.

Restore channelized waterways
to a more natural condition, as
feasible, that allows for more
natural hydraulic functioning,
including conion with the
stream channel and the natural
water table; and development of
meanders, pools, riffles, and other
stream features, allowing for

growth of riparian vegetation
that effectively stabilizes banks,
screens pollutants from runoff
entering the channel, enhances
fisheries, and provides other
opportunities for natural habitat
restoration.

Action 3-4.26:Ensure that construction

adjacent to creek channels is
sensitive to the natural
environment, preserves
topography and vegetation along
the creek, does not disrupt or
pollute the waterway, and
provides an adequate setback
buffer.

Action 3-4.27:Encourage multiple use of

Policy 3-4.4:

waterways, including:
e Flood mitigation and storage;
e Groundwater recharge;

e Opportunities for restoration
and stewardship;

e Climate adapt@w;

e Wildlife habitats;

e Passive recreational open
space uses;

e Nature study;

e Pedestrian and bicycle
circulation; and

e Other compatible outdoor
uses.

Orient development and
buildings toward creeks while
providing privacy, security, and
an op nsition between
public and private open spaces.

Action 3-4.28:Require new development along

channelized waterways to
establish an ecological buffer
zone between the waterway and

B ol I no 16
Dran_ocrerart ar_ai pageS_NSPul

o PN
rage IroT

SANTA ROSA GENERAL PLAN 2050

P aaioo
et ITOTOZrZUZS

3-27



#187

Posted by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 2:57pm [Comment ID: 344] - Link

Type: Question -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

Is there a need to coordinate with Sonoma County Water, presumably through the
Flood Zone Advisory Boards? | am in favor of this action and increasing the carbon
sequestration on these properties, too, would want the City not only to do this with
any channelized waterways within its sole control but also those within its UGB as a
whole.

#188

Posted by THEA HENSEL on 09/05/2023 at 6:51pm [Comment ID: 306] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

Optimize the 3 creeks crossing the Greenway to restore channelized sections of the
creeks and take advantage of recharge opportunities to capture storm water..

#189

Posted by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 2:58pm [Comment ID: 345] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 2, Disagree: 0

add increased natural carbon sequestration as another bullet

#190

Posted by Ryan Tracey on 08/29/2023 at 9:15pm [Comment ID: 219] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 3, Disagree: 0

Especially dining and entertainment establishments -- creating social settings that
face Santa Rosa's creeks could create a very attractive environment for visitors and
residents. This is especially an opportunity downtown.

#191

Posted by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 3:00pm [Comment ID: 346] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 2, Disagree: 0

explain the types of climate adaptation intended such as species biodiversity and
support, cooling resources for outdoor use, etc

Draft_General Plan_all pages_RS.pdf Page 165 Printed 10/02/2023


https://www.srcity.konveio.com/general-plan-update-2050-draft?cid=344#page=92
https://www.srcity.konveio.com/general-plan-update-2050-draft?cid=306#page=92
https://www.srcity.konveio.com/general-plan-update-2050-draft?cid=345#page=92
https://www.srcity.konveio.com/general-plan-update-2050-draft?cid=219#page=92
https://www.srcity.konveio.com/general-plan-update-2050-draft?cid=346#page=92

CHAPTER 3 | CIRCULATION, OPEN SPACE, CONSERVATION, AND GREENHOUSE GAS REDUCTION

Action 3-4.29;

Policy 3-4.5:

development that also provides
opportunities for multiuse trails
and recreation.

Require new development to
maintain an adequate setback
from channelized waterways to
recognize the 100-year flood
elevation, with setbacks in the
Zoning Code as minimums and
larger setbacks encouraged in
accordance with Restoration
Concept Plans to meet
restoration and enhancement
goals.

Protect groundwater recharge
areas, particularly creeks and
riparian corridors.

Action 3-4.30:/dentify and map groundwater

Action 3-4.31:

Policy 3-4.6:

recharge areas and provide
groundwater recharge area
maps to local agencies to foster
planning that protects
groundwater supplies.

Update the Municipal Code to
require low-impact development
measures to reduce pollutants
and runoff flows from new
development and redevelopment
projects. Develop rain gardens
and other low impact
development features to improve
water quality and biodiversity and
enhance livability.

Achieve and maintain ambient
air quality standards.

Action 3-4.32:Continue to review all new

Action 3-4.33:

construction projects and require
dust abatement actions from the
CEQA Handbook of the Bay Area
Air Quality Management District.

Ensure all new development is
lectric vehicle charging ready at
minimum.

Action 3-4.34:Amend the Zoning Code to

prohibit drive-through retail and
drive-through service land uses in
all Zoning Districts and provide
incentives for /ega@
nonconforming dr hrough
uses to discontinue their drive-
throughs.

Action 3-4.35: Review and amend the City's

Building Code and Zoning Code
to facilitate the installation of
electric vehicle charging
infrastructure at existing

@Z/eve/opment, prioritizing

roperties in EPAs.

Action 3-4.§:Support efforts to install and

perate electric vehicle charging
stations and clean fiel stations
on private properm@oughout
the city, including hydrogen and
sustainably sourced biofuels, as
supported by market conditions.

peration of vehicle charging

Action 3-4ﬁxpand installation and

stations on City properties,
including curbside in areas of the
community where other options
are limited.

Action 3-4.38:Budget for clean fuels and zero

emission vehicles in the City’s
long-range capital expenditure
plans to transition the existing
fleet of gasoline- and diesel-
powered vehicles, and work to
make the City’s fleet among the
cleanest in the North Bay by:

e Purchasing zero-emission
vehicles whenever possible
that meet or exceed
requirements under the
California Advanced Clean
Fleets Regulation. If zero-
emission vehicles are not
available, purchase plug-in
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#192

Posted by ari on 09/19/2023 at 9:06pm [Comment ID: 443] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

rain-harvesting earthworks x100000000. they can be as small as a desk, just little
sunken areas, and they are a good opportunity for planting. check out brad
lancaster's work and the water preservation incentives in his home of tucson AZ

#193

Posted by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 3:03pm [Comment ID: 347] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

consider adding bi-directional charging capability in new development standards,
particularly where significant numbers of electric vehicles could be used to support
micro or macro grids in cases of high demand or disaster

#194

Posted by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 3:05pm [Comment ID: 348] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 1, Disagree: -1

consider specifying bi-directional charging as in comment under 3-4.33

#195

Posted by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 3:06pm [Comment ID: 349] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

consider bi-directional charging capability as in comment in 3-4.33

#196

Posted by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 3:07pm [Comment ID: 350] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

consider bi-directional charging capability as in comment in 3-4.33

#197
Posted by THEA HENSEL on 09/05/2023 at 6:53pm [Comment ID: 307] - Link
Type: Suggestion

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0
YES!

#198
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Posted by THEA HENSEL on 09/05/2023 at 6:57pm [Comment ID: 308] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

Does this have enough teeth to allow the Planning Comission to encourage charging
stations? Once in they need to be open to the public. Right now that is an option for
most programs.
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hybrids or other vehicle types
to minimize emissions.

e Using biodiesel and pollution-
reducing fuel additives in the
City's diesel fuel vehicles.

Action 3-4.39:Implement the City’s Wood
Burning Appliance code to reduce
particulate matter emissions from
wood-burning appliances.

Greenhouse Gas
Reduction b0

The 2050 General Plan presents an integrated
and cross-sector approach to reducing GHG
emissions in Santa Rosa. The General Plan
integrates goals, policies, and actions that
support reductions from community and
municipal sources of emissions, supported by a
stand—alone GHG Reduction Strategy (Appendix
A). The GHG Reduction Strategy presents all City

HG reduction measures and includes
quantification and other details consistent with
CEQA Guidelines Section 15183.5 to support
ongoing reductions through 2050. For the first
time, the General Plan incorporates the
community’s progressive GHG reduction goals,
State goals, and community-wide GHG
reductions. Like the previous Commmunity-Wide
Climate Action Plan (CCAP), the integrated
Strategy includes GHG reduction measures and
implementation programs based on the City's
ongoing implementation of the CCAP, an
updated GHG emissions inventory, and
projections of future GHG emissions. The General
Plan and GHG Reduction Strategy are consistent
with State and Bay Area Air Quality
Management District CEQA Guidelines. The GHG
Reduction Strategy builds on a strong record of
climate action stewardship in Santa Rosa and
supports other, ongoing community efforts to
reduce pollution and improve community
health, such as those led by the Regional
Climate Protection Authority.

On August 2, 2005, the Santa Rosa City Council
adopted Resolution 26341, which established
two targets:

e Reduce GHGs from City government
operations to 20 percent below 2000
levels by 2010.

e Reduce community-wide GHGs to 25
percent below 1990 levels by 2015, a level
estimated to be 37 percent below 2007
baseline levels.

In 2012, the City adopted the CCAP, which is now
replaced by the goals, policies, and actions of
this General Plan and the companion GHG
Reduction Strategy. Similar to the CCAP, the
City’'s Municipal Climate Action Plan (MCAP)
includes GHG emissions inventories and
reduction measures, but it focuses on the GHG
emissions associated with municipal facilities
and operations, such as City buildings, vehicles,
and lighting.

In 2019, the City Council formed its Climate
Action Subcommittee to provide guidance and
oversight for implementation and update of the
City's CCAP and MCAP.

On January 14, 2020, the Council adopted the
Climate Emergency Resolution, setting a goal of
achieving carbon neutrality by 2030 (15 years
ahead of the recently established State goal

The resolution underscores the urgency of lo
climate action to address future hazards and
enhance community resiliency. It commits the
City to ongoing efforts related to climate change
and GHG reductions by City departments and
collaboration with the Regional Climate
Protection Authority.

In December 2022, the California Air Resources
Board adopted an update to the State’s Climate
Change Scoping Plan, which details the pathway
to achieve carbon neutrality by 2045 consistent
with adopted GHG emissions reduction targets.
The State's adopted targets are:
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#199

Posted by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 3:10pm [Comment ID: 352] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

This is awkward because the hope is to have the Appendix be consistent with this
Plan but it is not yet available to comment on and may have implications for some of
this Plan.

#200

Posted by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 3:17pm [Comment ID: 353] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

| hope Appendix A will not only meet the requirements of current state law, but also
of those of the City's net zero emissions by 2030 goal. | realize that there may be
feasibility issues with meeting the goal, especially if a constraint is applied that any
offsets for any remaining emissions must be met entirely within the UGB. Should
there be feasibility issues, | hope the maximum feasible emissions reductions by
2030 will at least be quantified and the reasons for the feasibility limitations
explained in this Appendix and that recommendations are made for further actions to
be undertaken in order to further or completely address the remaining emission
reduction gap.

#201

Posted by THEA HENSEL on 09/05/2023 at 8:43pm [Comment ID: 310] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

| hope the City can coordinate and work with information acquired from the County
Dept of Climate Action & Resiliency.

Reply by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 3:08pm [Comment ID: 351] - Link
Type: Suggestion o
Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

and that of the RCPA

#202

Posted by Paul Larkin on 09/04/2023 at 8:12pm [Comment ID: 261] - Link
Type: Question

Agree: 3, Disagree: 0

Is carbon neutrality by 2030 incorporated as a goal in the general plan?

Reply by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 3:18pm [Comment ID: 354] - Link
Type: Suggestion
Agree: 2, Disagree: 0
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e Reduce GHG emissions to 40 percent
below 1990 levels by 2030.

e Reduce GHG emissions to 85 percent
below 1990 levels by 2045.

e Achieve statewide net carbon neutrality
by 2045.

Many common activities of daily life generate
GHG emissions. Some daily activities release
GHG emissions in the location of the activity,
such as natural gas combustion in homes or
businesses. Other activities release GHG
emissions elsewhere, such as power plants in
other communities that generate electricity
used in Santa Rosa. In a few cases, an activity
generates emissions partially in Santa Rosa and
partially elsewhere, such as vehicle trips
between Santa Rosa and another community.

A community-wide GHG emissions inventory,
included in Appendix A, identifies GHG
emissions that result from activities of residents,
employees, and other community members. The
City prepared community-wide GHG inventories
for calendar years 2000, 2007, and 2019 that
assesses GHG emissions from the following
sectors: transportation, residential energy,
nonresidential energy, solid waste, off-road
equipment, agriculture, water and wastewater,
and land use and sequestration. In 2019, Santa
Rosa’'s community-wide GHG emissions totaled
949,310 MTCO2e (metric tons of carbon-dioxide
equivalent). This is a 28 percent decrease in
emissions since 200 ansportation is the
highest-emitting sector, representing 53 percent
of emissions in 2019. The nonresidential energy,
residential energy, and off-road equipment are
the second-, third-, and fourth-highest emitting
sectors, respectively, in 2019.

The City also prepared inventories of municipal
GHG emissions, that is, GHG emissions from City
operations, for the calendar years 2000, 2007,
and 2010. In 2007, Santa Rosa’s municipal GHG
emissions were 29,440 MTCO2e, approximately 3
percent of commmunity-wide emissions. From

2000 to 2010, municipal GHG emissions
decreased by 5 percent. The City prepared a
Municipal Operations Climate Action Plan in
2010 that included GHG reduction targets for
2020, 2035, and 2050, with the ultimate goal to
reduce municipal GHG emission to at least 83
percent below 2007 levels by 2050. The City has
completed the most feasible GHG reduction
measures in the MCAP.

Energy

The City of Santa Rosa depends on energy to
maintain a vital economy and desirable lifestyle.

e city needs electricity and natural gas to light,
heat, and cool structures and power office
equipment, industrial machinery, public services,
and home appliances. The community also uses
petroleum products to move people and
products along transportation corridors. Energy
is vital to the continued functioning of housing,
employment, transportation, and public services
and facilities in Santa Rosa.

Reduced energy use and a shift to clean and
renewable energy sources in housing,
commercial structures, public facilities, and
transportation can help support the local
economic vitality, reduce costs, reduce GHG
emissions, and enhance sustainability and
reliability of the energy grid.

Goals, Policies, and Actions

Goal 3-5: Achieve net carbon neutrality by

2030.

Policy 3-5.1: Significantly reduce community-
wide and municipal GHG
emissions, achieving at least an
85 percent reduction of GHG
emissions from communi
sources no later than 204%th
a commitment to accelerate
reductions, as feasible, in
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#203

Posted by Paul Larkin on 09/04/2023 at 6:02pm [Comment ID: 251] - Link

Type: Question -

Agree: 3, Disagree: 0

This is a significant reduction. To what actions, programs or other factors is it
attributed?

#204

Posted by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 3:41pm [Comment ID: 363] - Link

Type: Question

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

"needs natural gas?" Are there no other alternatives? also consider changing
reference to propane or methane as necessary.

Reply by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 3:44pm [Comment ID: 364] - Link

Type: Suggestion o

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

also if there is no alternative to some particular use now (such as industrial
machinery or back-up generators) perhaps limit the reference to those
specific types and indicate that this is "currently" and that actions are being
taken to secure alternatives if they are underway.

#205

Posted by Paul Larkin on 09/04/2023 at 6:05pm [Comment ID: 252] - Link

Type: Question -

Agree: 3, Disagree: 0

What about the City's goal of carbon neutrality by 20307 Is that part of the general
plan goals?
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Action 3-5.1:

Action 3-5.2;

Action 3-5.3:

Action 3-5.4:
Action 3-5.5:

Action 3-5.6:

Action 3-5.7:

Policy 3-5.2:

Action 3-5.8:

CHAPTER 3 | CIRCULATION, OPEN SPACE, CONSERVATION, AND GREENHOUSE GAS REDUCTION

support of the City’s and State’s
carbon neutrality goals.

Consider the effects of climate
change in updating or amending
the General Plan, disaster
planning, City projects,
infrastructure planning, future
policies, and City investments.

Eliminate the use of fossil fuels as
an energy source in all new
building construction.

Reduce the use of fossil fuels as
an energy source in the existing
building stock at the time of
building alteration through
requirements for all-electric
appliances.

Evaluate and adopt reach codes
and other policies to decarbonize
the building stock.

Implement the actions in the GHG
Reduction Strategy to achieve the
City's GHG reduction goals.

Continue regular inventories of
community-wide and municipal
GHG emissions, at least every five
years, consistent with the GHG
Reduction Strategy and this
General Plan.

Provide public information to
educate residents and businesses
on the GHG Reduction Strategy
and to support individual
changes in energy and water use,
transportation mode choices,
material use, and waste

reductio

Reduce energy use and increase
energy efficiency in existing and
new commercial, industrial, and
public structures.

Require regular energy audits of
existing City-owned and operated

Action 3-5.9:

Action 3-5.10:

Action 3-5.11:

Action 3-5.12;

Action 3-5.13:

Action 3-5.14:

structures, identifying levels of
existing energy use and potential
conservation and efficiency
measures.

Develop a capital project list and
funding strategy to complete
energy efficiency projects, and
adjust the list annually to add
new programs as needed.

Encourage energy audits and
energy-efficient retrofits of
buildings throughout the city.

Guide project applicants toward
site planning, solar orientation,
cool roofs, and landscaping that
decrease summer cooling and
winter heating needs.

Encourage new buildings to
exceed State energy efficiency
requirements and/or be certified
by the U.S. Green Building
Council’s L (Leadership in
Energy and ironmental
Design) Program or equivalent
certification, where cost-effective
and equitabl

Require new City facilities to be
zero net energy to the extent
feasible

Consider updating the Zoning
Codetor e use of low carbon
construction materials.

Action 3-5.15;: Assess the effectiveness of the

Action 3-5.16:

City's environmentally sensitive
preferred purchasing and green
fleet conversion programs and
update the programs, as neededq,
to support the City's GHG
reduction goals.

Use education and incentives to
promote and sustain energy-
conserving design and practices.
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#206

Posted by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 3:30pm [Comment ID: 359] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

Doing this again in 5 years will not leave much time for any adjustments or other
actions to achieve the 2030 goal. Perhaps specifying a shorter time-frame now for
the next update would be better. See also comment in 3-5.5.

#207

Posted by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 3:26pm [Comment ID: 356] - Link

Type: Question -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

Should there be mention of regular updates to this strategy, particularly in efforts to
meet identified city goals and in coordination and alignment with the RCPA? From
what | can see, such alignment is not completely there with respect to greenhouse
gas inventory timing and methodology.

#208

Posted by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 3:26pm [Comment ID: 357] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 2, Disagree: 0

Absolutely!

#209

Posted by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 3:27pm [Comment ID: 358] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

Absolutely! -- financial assistance may be needed

#210

Posted by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 3:32pm [Comment ID: 360] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

not sure how much of an issue this is for City owned and operated facilities in order
to meet 2030 timeline but consider some increased frequency specification as
necessary in order to have time to address the 2030 timeline and see comment
under 3-5.5

#211

Posted by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 3:23pm [Comment ID: 355] - Link
Type: Question
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Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

what is a reach code? Would these policies include city financial incentives
particularly in EPA's? Should some additional emphasis or action be considered to
address EPA's and/or particular types of building stock?

#212

Posted by Paul Larkin on 09/04/2023 at 6:09pm [Comment ID: 253] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

Support, promote, incentivize, individual and business changes in energy use,
Energy sources, transportation modes, etc. Mount a serious public relations
campaign to educate and encourage actions to fight global warming.

#213

Posted by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 3:34pm [Comment ID: 361] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 2, Disagree: 0

consider adding battery storage and microgrids to mix particularly for public cooling
related needs

Reply by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 3:35pm [Comment ID: 362] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 2, Disagree: 0

especially in EPA's

#214

Posted by Paul Larkin on 09/04/2023 at 8:17pm [Comment ID: 263] - Link

Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 2, Disagree: 0

Can this be made a requirement, and specific criteria be set for "feasibility"?

#215

Posted by THEA HENSEL on 09/05/2023 at 7:00pm [Comment ID: 309] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 1, Disagree: -1

Add a date to accomplish this.

Reply by Mark on 10/01/2023 at 11:55pm [Comment ID: 494] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

Careful here. Driving up construction costs, will certainly curtail new housing.
You will produce a lot more CO2 emissions by NOT building housing, thereby
forcing people to commute by car.
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#216

Posted by Mark on 10/01/2023 at 11:48pm [Comment ID: 493] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

LEED is kind of a scam. For example, Apple’s new headquarters in Cupertino, is
LEED Platinum-certified. But all those efficiencies are cancelled out by the car
dependent design that forces car driving and long commutes on all their employees.
The biggest determinant of a buildings CO2 footprint is how people get to it.

#217

Posted by Paul Larkin on 09/04/2023 at 8:16pm [Comment ID: 262] - Link
Type: Question

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0
Are there any specific City incentives or programs to encourage green or lead

certified buildings?
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Policy 3-5.3: Increase the use of renewable,

carbon free, and distributed

energy resources throughout
the C|ty é @

Action 3-5.17: Revise any eXIst/ng coo’es and
policies that constrain or prohibit
the installation of
environmentally acceptable
forms of distributed energy
generation.

Action 3-5.18: Encourage new and existing
buildings to include battery
energy storage systems,
especially buildings with solar
energy installations and
municipal buildings that provide
essential community services.

Action 3-5.19: Participate in State and local
efforts to develop appropriate
policies and review procedures for
the installation of photovoltaic
solar and other forms of
distributed energy generation.

Action 3-5.20: Continue to participate in utility-
sponsored renewable energy
programs that allow the city to
receive a significant portion of
energy from renewable sources.

Action 3-5.21: Assist low-income homeowners
and small business owners with
identifying financing options for
installation of rooftop solar
energy systems, energy storage,
and electrification of existing
buildings.

Action 3-5.22: Support the development of local-
serving renewable energy
projects that expand the
availability of local renewable
energy, provide sustainable local
jobs, and support local and
regional housing, economic
development, and sustainability
goals and initiatives.

Action 3-5.23: Encourage the establishment of
neighborhood renewable-energy
microgrids to support resilience,

Action 3-5.24:Support State and utility efforts to
improve grid resilience and
capacity.

Policy 3-5.4: Continue the City’s role as a
leader in sustainability and
climate action.

Action 3-5.25: Integrate GHG emissions
reduction and climate resilience
into all municipal projects,
policies, and procedures as
feasible.

Action 3-5.26: Designate a Climate Action
Coordinator to lead
implementation of the City's GHG
Reduction Strategy and climate
policies and actions in this
General Plan.@

Action 3-5.27: Designate and support a Climate
Action Lead in each City
department.

Action 3-5.28: Continue to support an
Interdepartmental Climate Action
Implementation Committee.

Action 3-5.29: Support the growth of green
@usinesses in Santa Rosa that
upport a carbon neutral
economy.
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#218

Posted by Robin North on 07/23/2023 at 11:28am [Comment ID: 119] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 4, Disagree: 0

partner with Sonoma Clean Power to build solar panel covers over existing parking
lots for cooling shade and renewable energy production

#219

Posted by Paul Larkin on 09/04/2023 at 9:02pm [Comment ID: 270] - Link
Type: Suggestion

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

Require all new parking lots to have solar shade structures.

#220

Posted by Paul Larkin on 09/04/2023 at 9:04pm [Comment ID: 271] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 2, Disagree: 0

Install solar systems on all city buildings and parking lots where exposure allows.

#221

Posted by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 3:50pm [Comment ID: 365] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

add action to advocate for additional incentives for solar generation, storage, and
microgrids at state legislative and regulatory levels, particularly for EPAs and
perhaps particular building types and to oppose actions from utilities or fossil fuel
companies to disincentivize such development

#222

Posted by Paul Larkin on 09/04/2023 at 9:08pm [Comment ID: 272] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 2, Disagree: 0

Establish energy concierge program to guide residents to federal, state and local
programs and incentives for energy conservation and renewable energy installations.

#223

Posted by ari on 09/19/2023 at 9:40pm [Comment ID: 444] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

small farms!
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#224

Posted by Robin North on 07/22/2023 at 11:44am [Comment ID: 115] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 4, Disagree: 0

plant and maintain street trees and a healthy urban forest

Reply by Katie on 09/12/2023 at 3:54pm [Comment ID: 367] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

Yes! And mandate wider sidewalks to accomdate this.

#225

Posted by Paul Larkin on 09/04/2023 at 8:30pm [Comment ID: 266] - Link

Type: Suggestion

Agree: 2, Disagree: 0

Will the climate action coordinator be a full time position? A lot sufficient staff time to
ensure effectiveness of this important position.

Reply by Paul Larkin on 09/06/2023 at 12:08pm [Comment ID: 317] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 0, Disagree: 0
should say "allot"

Reply by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 4:15pm [Comment ID: 368] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

also consider adding a public facing "dashboard" or other progress monitoring
method

#226

Posted by Paul Larkin on 09/04/2023 at 8:27pm [Comment ID: 264] - Link

Type: Suggestion

Agree: 2, Disagree: 0

| have heard that PG&E has been resistant to micro grids. Can the city exert some
influence to facilitate installations?
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4. Urban Design, Historic Preservation, and

Art and Culture

Santa Rosa is made up of diverse
neighborhoods, corridors, and districts, each
with their own distinct character and identity.
Pride in these communities and the city as a
whole is a big part of what makes Santa Rosa a
great place to be. Attractive design of buildings
and outdoor spaces, historic preservation, and
art in public spaces together support a high
quality of life and esteem for Santa Rosa
residents and businesses. Of course, although
community character is celebrated across the
city, some areas need more investment to reach
their full potential.

This chapter considers the key characteristics
that contribute to Santa Rosa’s sense of place.
Goals, policies, and actions in this chapter
implement the community vision by supporting
the preservation of historic and cultural assets
and using design standards and public art to
shape the form and feel of neighborhoods and
gathering spaces. This chapter recognizes the

power of art to connect people, promote cultural

inclusion and diversity, create civic pride and a
sense of community, stimulate the local
economy, and inspire the creative spirit. Beyond

its impact on the built environment, a successful

Public Art Program also supports an
empowered, thriving, and inclusive Santa Rosa

community connected through the power of art.

In addition to visual character and image, the
design of the city has important implications for
adapting to climate change, reducing carbon
emissions, improving public health, and
promoting social equity. For example,
community design policies can help Santa Rosa
respond to risks from natural hazards such as
wildfire with adaptations that increase public
safety. Design-related policies can also support
conservation through increased use of
renewable energy and more efficient use of
water, and by following sustainable building
construction practices.

Some policies and actions in this chapter, as in
others, prioritize the needs of Equity Priority
Areas to support equitable outcomes. Similarly,
some goals, policies, and actions prioritize
implementation in Areas of Change to focus the
City's resources and realize the community’s
vision for the General Plan.
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CHAPTER 4 | URBAN DESIGN, HISTORIC PRESERVATION, AND ART AND CULTURE

accessible to everyone, and work to
celebrate our diverse community, bring
people from all areas of the city together,
and support the local economy.

Figure 4-1illustrates some of the key concepts
addressed in this chapter.

Urban Design

Santa Rosa has a rich landscape of historical
buildings, thoughtfully designed contemporary
developments, and views of the local landscape.
The physical form of each neighborhood,
gathering or shopping area, corridor, and district
can contribute to livability and quality of life.
Appropriate urban design standards encourage
development to highlight and not detract from
the natural and historical features of established
areas, create distinct architectural identities in
emerging areas, and protect views of the
natural, unbuilt areas surrounding Santa Rosa.

Chapter Contents

= Urban Design
=>» Historic Preservation

= Art and Culture

This chapter focuses on key goals that work to
implement the vision for Santa Rosa. These goals
and their associated policies and actions are
especially pertinent to the following component
of the Vision Statement (shown in full in Chapter
2, Policy Framework):

e Cultural: Art, cultural resources and
activities, historic assets, and live music
thrive in every neighborhood, are
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Figure 4-1: Visualizing the Concepts
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Goals, Policies, and Actions

Goal 4-1:Preserve and enhance Santa Rosa's
community character through attractive

urban and environmental design and
intentional development.

Action 4-1.3:

Update the City’s Design
Guidelines, Objective Design
Standards, and/or Zoning Code,
as appropriate, to:

e Expand objective standards for
residential development in
compliance with State
requirements.

Policy 4-1.1: Preserve and enhance the visual @ e Require landscape design to
value of the city’s natural be related to the natural
waterways, hillsides, historic setting and graded areas in
districts, structures, and new development and
landscapes. revegetated with native plants

Action 4-1.1: Maintain view corridors to natural as fire resistance allows.
ridgelines and natural landmarks, o  Require structures in new
such as Taylor MguntOIn Gnd, developments to step with the
Bennett Mountain, by updating slope of the site and absorb
the Zoning Code hillside site topography through use
development standards. of split-level designs.

Action 4-1.2: Maintain and restore the .
fl . . Policy 4-1.3: Enhance and strengthen the

oodplain and riparian N . 1
vegetation along the city’s visual guality of major entry
route! o the city and major
network of creeks and further d hat link
develop trails along creeks to z:ll:"hs;srrt\ozzs:r\‘lvith downtown
serve as an alternative 9 :
transportation network. Action 4-1.4: Develop and implement a
Policy 4-1.2: Strengthen and emphasize i_t.roteg); f(zjr i otewc:)y s, dep /(f:]te.d n
community focal points, visual V;fuu;f u-a;itt Ztnfjnsuancoerist e
@:andmarks, and features that | q i Y 'OP
ontribute to the identity of Z ace/mo ng, ecohom/c
santa Rosa by applying the sremsportation, and other
design concepts and standards 7 ’ i /’
of the Zoning Code, Design complementary City goals.
Guidelines, Preservation District
Plans, Bicycle and Pedestrian
Plan, and the Citywide Creek
Master Plan, including, but not
limited to, Old Courthouse
Square, DeTurk Round Barn,
Railroad Square Water Tower, St.
Rose School, Hotel La Rose,
Santa Rosa Creek, Luther
Burbank Home and Gardens,
Juilliard Park, and views to the
hills.
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#2217

Posted by Katie on 07/24/2023 at 10:50am [Comment ID: 129] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 2, Disagree: 0

There are significant opportunities to foster community, reduce VMT, and create
third spaces via place-making in these areas, all of which would require reducing
surrounding car infrastructure.

#228

Posted by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 4:18pm [Comment ID: 369] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

consider adding to this action bullet carbon sequestration and cooling functions

#229

Posted by Denise Hill on 09/05/2023 at 4:52pm [Comment ID: 285] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

Add gateways to designated historic districts to highlight our city's built history and
to enhance wayfinding.
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#230

Posted by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 4:20pm [Comment ID: 370] - Link

Type: Suggestion
Agree: 0, Disagree: 0
consider adding future gateway here
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Action 4-1.5: Where feasible and prioritizing
EPAs and Areas of Change,
provide planting strips with large
canopy trees between the road
and sidewalk to buffer
pedestrians from traffic and help
define the street space along
commercial streets, and install
pedestrian amenities such as:

Street@ting

e Seating

e Busstop shelters
e Bicycleracks
e Mailboxes

Action 4-1.6: Update the Zoning Code to
require screening of development
along Highway 101 with dense
landscape.

Policy 4-1.4: Avoid strip patterns of
commercial development and
improve the appearance and
operation of existing
commercial strip corridors,
especially in Areas of Change.

Action 4-1.7: Work with property owners to
restructure existing strip
developments to cluster
commercial uses in neighborhood
nodes, with higher-density
housing included where possible
and lower-density residential,
office, or institutional uses that
generate less traffic located
between the nodes.

Policy 4-1.5: Create public/civic spaces at the
neighborhood, city, and regional
scale to serve residents of all
areas of the city, prioritizing
EPAs.

Action 4-1.8: Provide for new open space
opportunities throughout the city,
especially in neighborhoods that

have less access to open spaces,
including creek corridors, bicycle
and pedestrian connections, civic
spaces, and publicly accessible
conservation areas.

Action 4-1.9: Enhance pedestrian activity and
safety by requiring that streets,
buildings, pathways, and trails
have lighting and wayfinding
signage, and provide a visual
connection with public spaces,
such as parks and Santa Rosa
Creek, where possible.

Historic Preservation

Native American Heritage

Native American habitation in the Santa Rosa
region began about 7,000 years ago, and the city
contains almost 200 recorded Native American
resources, according to the California Historical
Resources Information System. Remnants of
Native American civilization have been
discovered along Santa Rosa Creek and its
tributaries; in the adjacent alluvial valleys,
surrounding plains, hills, the Trione-Annadel
State Park area, and the Laguna de Santa Rosa.
The Santa Rosa Basin encomypasses the
Planning Area and includes six major drainages
(Santa Rosa, Matanzas, Piner, Rincon, Austin, and
Brush Creeks), each of which may contain
additional, undiscovered Native American
archaeological sites.

Trione-Annadel State Park in the southeast
corner of the Santa Rosa Planning Area was an
important obsidian source for Native American
tools. Resources there include chert and
obsidian flakes, projectile points, mortars,
pestles, shell and bone debris, and human
remains. The remains of entire settlements,
including three former villages, have been found
in northern Santa Rosa. Given the
archaeologically rich nature of the Santa Rosa
area, and the fact that about half of the Planning
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#231

Posted by Denise Hill on 09/05/2023 at 4:53pm [Comment ID: 286] - Link

Type: Suggestion
Agree: 1, Disagree: 0
Use pedestrian scale street lighting whenever possible.
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@rea has not been surveyed for archaeological a narrative and pictorial summary of the city's
resources, there is a high potential for finding past that documents the architectural style of
more Native American sites in Santa Rosa. each structure and historical features by

neighborhood. The Cultural Heritage Board has
Historic Resources designated especially significant structures and

sites that have a specific historical,
archaeological, cultural, or architectural value as
Landmarks, and key historic neighborhoods as
Preservation Districts. The districts designation
officially recognizes these places as key
components of the city's heritage. Santa Rosa
has 21 Landmarks and 8 designated historic
Preservation Districts, which are Burbank

Historic resources include sites, structures,
districts, landmarks, or other physical evidence
of past human activity generally more than 50
years old. Santa Rosa has a rich architectural
heritage spanning many periods—Mexican
adobes, nineteenth-century Gothic structures,
Creek Revival and Italianate houses, turn of the

century Stick/Eastlake homes, early 20th-century Gardens, Cherry Street, McDonald, Olive Park
Craftsman ahd California bungalows, 1920s Railroad Square, Ridgway, Saint Rose, and West
Spanish Revival houses, and 1930s Art Deco End

buildings.

Goals, Policies, and Actions

Numerous well-preserved structures represent
the eclectic styles and periods that contribute to
the city's character and identity. Some of the
more notable historic resources are the Luther
Burbank Home and Gardens, Rosenberg
Department Store, Flamingo Resort Sign Tower,
DeTurk Round Barn, Church of the One Tree,
Carrillo Adobe, Fou n@ rove Winery (the Policy 4-2.1: Protect Native American
Fountaingrove Roun rn was lost in the 2017 heritage and honor the early
Tubbs Fire), and Santa Rosa Rural Cemetery. @ stewards of this land.
Recognizing the value of Santa Rosa’s historic
resources, the City Council adopted a
preservation ordinance in 1988 and created the
Cultural Heritage Board to:

Goal 4-2: Protect the historic and cultural
resources of Santa Rosa and enrich the

sense of place and understanding of the
city’s history and prehistory.

Action 4-2.1: Continue to review proposed
developments in conjunction with
the California Historical Resources
Information System, Northwest
Information Center, at Sonoma
State University to determine
whether project areas contain

e Undertake and update historic
inventories or surveys.

e Recommend designation of landmarks known archaeological resources,

and preservation districts. prehistoric and/or historic-era, or
. _ _ _ have the potential for such

e Review proposed alterations to historic resources.

buildings. . _ ) .
Action 4-2.2: Continue to require that project

e Promote public awareness of areas found to contain significant

preservation issues. archaeological resources be

examined by a qualified
consulting archaeologist with
recommendations for protection
and preservation.

With Cultural Heritage Board guidance, the City
has prepared inventories to document historical
buildings and neighborhoods. The resulting

Cultural Heritage Survey is not just a list but also

B ol I no 16 o 400 P Laoioo
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#232

Posted by ari on 09/23/2023 at 7:04pm [Comment ID: 447] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

from santarosahistory.com: "Kabetciuwa was a large and significant community,
extending the equivalent of two blocks along the bank of Santa Rosa Creek from
modern-day Santa Rosa Ave. to E street. (There was also another village about a
mile west called Hukabetawi, in the vicinity of where W Third St. meets N Dutton
Ave.) "

these are also on a 1908 map by samuel barrett

these are a great part of local history that should be more known to the public.
especially at city hall, the site of kabetciuwa- i'm not sure if there is already any
signage/recognition but if there isn't, there should be

#233

Posted by Denise H. on 09/05/2023 at 4:54pm [Comment ID: 287] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

Fountaingrove Winery was not preserved and is mostly gone so suggest removing
from this list.

#234

Posted by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 4:24pm [Comment ID: 371] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

In what other ways/actions might we honor Native American heritage and stewards
here? Wayfinding, cultural exhibits and signage, etc?

Reply by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 4:25pm [Comment ID: 372] - Link
Type: Suggestion o
Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

These two actions do not seem sufficient to achieve the policy

Reply by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 4:26pm [Comment ID: 373] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

make that 3 actions, though, still not enough

#235

Posted by silvia on 09/16/2023 at 8:37pm [Comment ID: 414] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

Remove the mall or create through access to reconnect the historic connection of
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Action 4-2.3:

Policy 4-2.2:

Action 4-2.4:

Policy 4-2.3:

CHAPTER 4 | URBAN DESIGN, HISTORIC PRESERVATION, AND ART AND CULTURE

Work in good faith with
interested communities to
evaluate proposed development
sites for the presence of
subsurface historic,
archaeological, and tribal cultural
resources. These efforts may
include:

e Consideration of existing
reports and studies.

e Consultation with Native
American tribes as required by
State law.

e Appropriate site-specific
investigative actions.

e Onsite monitoring during
excavation if appropriate.

Treat Native American human
remains with sensitivity and
dignity and ensure compliance
with the California Health and
Safety Code and the California
Public Resources Code.
Collaborate with the most likely
descendants, as identified by
the Native American Heritage
Commission.

If cultural resources are
encountered during
development, halt work to avoid
altering the materials and their
context until a qualified
consulting archaeologist and
Native American representative (if
appropriate) have evaluated the
situation and recorded identified
cultural resources—which may
include animals, structures,
landscapes, or plants—and
determined suitable mitigation
measures.

Preserve Santa Rosa’s historic
structures and neighborhoods.

Action 4-2.5:

Action 4-2.6:

Action 4-2.7:

Action 4-2.8:

Action 4-2.9:

Action 4-2.10:

Action 4-2.11:

Action 4-2.12:

Establish priorities for and pursue
designating new landmarks and
historic preservation districts,
following study by the Cultural
Heritage Board.

Follow the Secretary of the
Interior Standards for
Preservation, Rehabilitation,
Restoration, and Reconstruction
for the treatment of historic
properties.

Integrate the common goals of
the City’s green ordinances and
historic preservation objectives
when reviewing proposals related
to historic structures or places.

Provide building owners of older
and historic structures clear and
cost-effective options to
measurably enhance energy
efficiency while maintaining the
structure’s historic integrity to the
greatest degree possible.

Pursue designation as a Certified
Local Government Program by
the National Parks Service to
assist in funding local historic
preservation.

Seek funding and establish
mechanisms, such as periodic
flyers, to educate property owners
in preservation districts about the
steps required for changes to
historic properties.

Consider removing or simplifying
obstacles for owners of historic
properties to support
preservation, including guides for
repurposing facilities and
concurrent review of entitlement
and building permit applications.

Update the building code to
require the preservation of
materials, such as historic
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CHAPTER 4 | URBAN DESIGN, HISTORIC PRESERVATION, AND ART AND CULTURE

windows, doors, siding, and trim,
when historic structures are
demolished or renovated.

Action 4-2.13: Work with the local tourism
industry, property owners,
businesses, nonprofit
organizations, and other public
agencies to develop and promote
Heritage Tourism opportunities,
integrating efforts with ongoing
initiatives for economic
development and the creative
economy.

Art and Culture

For several decades the City of Santa Rosa has
collaborated with community partners to build a
thriving Public Art Program, including the
recent adoption of the 2021-2024 Public Art
Program Strategic Plan. Recognizing the value
of Santa Rosa’s public art and cultural resources,
the City Council adopted the Public Art Policy in
1996 and created the Art in Public Places
Committee (APPC) to oversee the Public Art
Program in Santa Rosa. The Program:

e Develops projects that focus on issues
and places that are important to Santa
Rosa civic dialogue.

e Develops projects in collaboration with
other public agencies, nonprofit cultural
groups, and curators.

e Reviews projects, gifts, and loans
proposed by others for City property.

e Reviews murals that are publicly funded
or on City property.

e Facilitates community participation in
the development of public art projects.

e Stimulates public awareness of public art.

e Reviews projects initiated by developers.

e Organizes exhibitions in City facilities.

e Manages the existing collection through
assessment, maintenance, and
conservation.

Public art and cultural facilities enhance the
city’s identity, pride, and image. Gathering
places contribute to community bonding and
pride, support a positive business climate, and
provide a draw for tourism. Public art and arts
districts can help revitalize underserved areas,
fulfill the need for affordable live-work space for
artists, and bring increased tax revenue to the
City. Art in educational programs can foster
skills, develop creative and critical thinking
needed for the contemporary workforce, and
provide a vital outlet for youth to express
themselves. The City's art and culture programs
celebrate and build on Santa Rosa’s rich cultural
diversity.

The mission of the Public Art Program is to
champion artistic expression and amplify
community voices through a diverse array of
public art experiences to support an
empowered, thriving, and inclusive Santa Rosa
community connected through the power of art.

Public art is art—in any media—that is
created for the benefit of the general public.
Public art is inherently expansive, needing
only to be visually and/or physically accessible
to the public. Public art is placemaking,
meaning-making, and community-building,
made by art makers of any discipline,
practice, background, and vision.
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CHAPTER 4 | URBAN DESIGN, HISTORIC PRESERVATION, AND ART AND CULTURE

Goals, Policies, and ACtiOI’IS Action 4-3.7: Increase staff capacity and

strategic collaborations for public
Goal 4-3: Support an empowered, thriving, art.

and inclusive Santa Rosa community Action 4-3.8: Improve outreach and demystify
connected through the power of art. APPC and Public Art Program
processes.

Policy 4-3.1: Champion artistic expression
and amplify community voices
through a diverse array of public @
art experiences, especially in @
Areas of Change.

Action 4-3.1: Continue to implement current
Public Art Master Plans and
Strategic Plans and update as
needed.

Action 4-3.2: Represent, include, and celebrate
diverse voices in the
programming, process, outreach,
and infrastructure of the Public
Art Program.

Action 4-3.3: Partner and build strong
@ relationships with culturally
diverse local and regional
community organizations and
associations.

Action 4-3.4: Infuse all neighborhoods with art
and empower community leaders
cross the city to champion arts
@rogremming.

Action 4-3.5: Integrate public art in capital
improvement projects, especially
in streetscape design on major
corridors and arterials and at
gateways, where feasible.

Policy 4-3.2: Fund and maintain public art as
a core component of
placemaking and economic
development, prioritizing public
art in EPAs and Areas of Change.

Action 4-3.6: Better leverage public art to drive
economic activity.
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#236

Posted by Katie on 07/24/2023 at 10:52am [Comment ID: 130] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

Standing programs (not on a case by case basis) partnering with the SR)C, SSU, and
local high schools would be a fantastic way to fastrack public art installations.

#237

Posted by Katie on 07/24/2023 at 10:55am [Comment ID: 131] - Link

Type: Suggestion

Agree: 2, Disagree: -1

Yes! Encourage neighborhood action in art creation. So many neighborhoods want to
install art in their areas but are unsure of the potential legal repercussions of things
like crosswalk painting. Make the process open, accessible, and clear.

#238

Posted by Denise H. on 09/05/2023 at 5:16pm [Comment ID: 288] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

Add Action Item: Hire a dedicated staff member or contract with outside company for
quick, sensitive graffiti removal from murals.

#239

Posted by ari on 09/23/2023 at 7:06pm [Comment ID: 448] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: -1

incentive for new apartment/bigger building developers to partner with
artists(especially residents of the building) and add murals!
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5. @':afety, Noise, and Public Services and

Facilities

The beautiful environment that attracts people
to Santa Rosa also creates potential risks from
hazards such as fires, floods, droughts,
earthquakes, and slope instability that can harm
people and property and cause economic and
social dislocation.

The climate crisis has severely impacted Santa
Rosa. In recent years, the city has experienced
deadly and damaging wildfires, which have
destroyed parts of the built and natural
environment and have caused extremely poor
air quality. In addition, recent local and regional
droughts have been among the most intense
ever recorded. Temperatures are increasing,
extreme heat events are expected to get worse,
and precipitation patterns are changing,
increasing the risk of both floods and drought.
Wildfires across the region, state, and nation are
becoming more frequent, severe, damaging,
and deadly.

The City's General Plan must include a safety
element that identifies and mitigates potential
short- and long-term risks and hazards that
affect the community. It also must include a
climate change vulnerability assessment,
measures to address identified vulnerabilities,
and a comprehensive hazard mitigation and
emergency response strategy.

This chapter focuses on ensuring that Santa
Rosa is resilient to hazards and equipped to
recover from future events through goals,
policies, and actions for climate resilience, safety,
public services and facilities, and noise.

To support equitable outcomes, some policies
and actions in this chapter, as in others, prioritize
the needs of Equity Priority Areas and Equity
Priority Populations.

The Vision for Santa Rosa is the foundation for
the goals in this chapter. The following
components of the Vision are especially
pertinent to these goals and their policies and
actions:

e Safe: Streets are safe; public safety
services are provided by caring and
thoughtful community members who
are representative of and familiar with
the neighborhoods, groups, and
individuals they serve; and everyone,
including immigrants and people of
color, can safely access these services.

e Prepared: The health and safety of
everyone is supported by neighborhood,
City, and county-wide efforts to prepare
for natural and human-caused hazards,
and roadways are optimized to support
efficient evacuations.

5.2 Draft Geperal iancall pages RIS | AN 2050
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#240

Posted by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 4:29pm [Comment ID: 374] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

Repeating earlier comment. Here the Chapter 5 title reads differently than the page
that precedes it. Hopefully all instances will reflect Climate Resilience as opposed to

losing it from the title
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Resilient: All facets of the community,
including housing, infrastructure, and
social services are sustainable and
resilient to hazards and economic
changes.

Figure 5-1illustrates some of the key concepts
that this chapter addresses.

Chapter Contents

2>

Safety:

Geology and Seismicity
Flooding and Dam Failure
Wildland and Urban Fire
Hazardous Materials
Emergency Preparedness and
Evacuation

Climate Resilience:

Agricultural and Ecosystem Pests
and Diseases

Drought

Extreme Heat and Warm Nights
Other Climate-Sensitive Health
Risks

Severe Winds and Storms
Wildfire

Noise

Projected Noise Sources
Noise Standards

Public Services and Facilities:

Water, Wastewater, Recycled
Water, Stormwater, and Solid
Waste

Education and Learning
Police and Fire
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Figure 5-1: Visualizing the Concepts
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Safety

Geotechnical Engineer for
applicable hazard conditions.

. o o Policy 5-1.2: Restrict development in areas
Geology and SelsmICIty where adverse impacts
The relatively flat valley floor adjacent to associated with known natural
highland areas in and around Santa Rosa or human-caused geologic
signifies the presence of active earthquake hazards cannot be effectively
faults, as depicted on Figure 5-2, Regional Fault mitigated, as determined by a
Lines. The primary seismic hazard to existing and California Certified Engineering
new development is shaking and fault rupture Geologist and/or Geotechnical
from the Rodgers Creek-Healdsburg fault zone Engineer.
that transects the city. Other notable faults that Policy 5-1.3: Do not allow development of
could produce strong seismic shaking in Santa critical facilities—hospitals, fire
Rosa include the San Andreas, Hayward, stations, emergency
Calaveras, Mayacamas, San Gregorio, Concord, management headquarters,
GCreen Valley, and Greenville faults. These active broadcast services, sewage
faults are close enough that the city has a high treatment plants, and places of
probability of experiencing a magnitude 6.7 or large congregations—in high-
greater earthquake by 2043, most likely along risk geologic hazard zones (e.g.,
the San Andreas and Rodgers Creek-Hayward Rodgers Creek Fault zone,
Fault systems. Secondary earthquake hazards of liquefiable soils, areas of slope
concern are landslides and liquefaction—when instability).
loosely packed, water-logged seo.liments at c?r Policy 5-1.4: Better understand and
near the ground surface lose their strength in . - I
i ultimately mitigate seismically
re.sponse to strong .ground sha.k|.n.g—as seen on vulnerable structures in the city.
Figures 5-3, Landslide Susceptibility Areas, and
5-4, Liquefaction Zones. Action 5-1.2: Develop and periodically update
an inventory of seismically
Goals, Policies, and Actions vulnerable structures that
includes unreinforced masonry
Goal 5-1: Minimize community exposure to construction, soft-story
seismic and geologic hazards. construction, and nonductile
concrete construction.
Action 5-1.3: Require retrofitting and
Policy 5-1.1: Ensure that new development, abatement of structural hazards
redevelopment, and major to levels of risk acceptable to the
remodels avoid or adequately Building Official.
mitigate seismic and geologic Action 5-1.4: Prioritize retrofitting and
hazards as part of the City’s abatement of City-owned
project review process. buildings in areas determined to
Action 5-1.1: Prior to development approval, experience strong ground
ensure geologic studies and shaking during an earthquake.
analyses are deemed acceptable
by a California Certified
Engineering Geologist and/or
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Action 5-1.5: Require owners of potentially
vulnerable structures to report on
the progress of seismic
retrofitting.

Action 5-1.6: Ensure that seismic retrofitting of
commercial, industrial, and public
buildings meets the latest State
requirements and industry best
practices.

Action 5-1.7: Retrofit and harden water
storage facilities, wastewater
conveyance and treatment
facilities, electricity transmission
lines, roadways, water detention
facilities, levees, and other utilities
near the Rodgers Creek Fault.

Policy 5-1.5: Promote erosion-control
strategies that reduce hazards
to structures, properties, and
drainages.

Action 5-1.8: |dentify enhanced erosion-control
measures for properties that
exhibit high erosion potential, are
in areas of steep slopes, or have
experienced past erosion
problems.

Action 5-1.9: Ensure the Community Wildfire
Protection Plan is periodically
updated to identify slope stability
and wildfire hazard areas and
mitigation strategies to reduce
post-wildfire erosion.

Flooding and Dam Failure

Santa Rosa is in the Russian River watershed and
has experienced flooding in the past. Rain events
can overwhelm local drainages, especially the
low-lying areas in the southwest part of the city,
where critical sewer treatment facilities are
located. When flooding occurs, creeks in the
watershed can erode, which can lead to
mudslides and landslides. As shown on Figure 5-
5, Flood Hazard Zones, the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) has mapped many

of the drainages in the city (Spring Creek,
Matanzas Creek, Colgan Creek, Naval Creek,
Roseland Creek, and Kawana Springs Creek)
within 100-year and 500-year flood hazard zones.
Santa Rosa Creek and key tributaries also can
flood even though they are not currently
delineated on FEMA maps.

Proximity to these creeks and drainages
increases the risks of flooding. Many of these
drainages are also susceptible to inundation
from dam failure. The Department of Safety and
Dams regulates 10 dams in or near the city that
could inundate portions of Santa Rosa if they fail.
Figure 5-6 depicts these dam inundation areas.
The dams that pose the greatest risk to the city
are Fountain Grove, Lake Ralphine, Matanzas
Creek, Salinger, and Warm Springs
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Goals, Policies, and Actions

Goal 5-2: Effectively manage the potential
effects of flooding and dam failure.

Low-impact development refers to systems
and practices that use or mimic natural
processes that result in the infiltration,
evapotranspiration, or use of stormwater to
protect water quality and associated aquatic

Policy 5-2.1: Ensure land use strategies .
consider flood impacts and . .
stormwater management tactics Source: U.S. Environmental Protection
to reduce the effects of future AEEEY, 202
inundation.

Action 5-2.1: Incorporate flood management Policy 5-2.3: Comply with all applicable FEMA
strategies into land use analysis flood-management regulations
and development review. and requirements.

Action 5-2.2: Complete and implement the Action 5-2.6: Continue to maintain and
Storm Drain Master Plan; periodically update flood hazard
prioritize discussions with data, and coordinate with federal,
Sonoma Water Flood Protection state, and local agencies
Zone Advisory Committee responsible for flood hazard
regarding flood zones and land analysis and management
use designations. activities.

Action 5-2.3: Require flood mitigation Action 5-2.7: Continue to incorporate features
strategies in all planning activities and appropriate standards into
along creeks and waterways. public works projects that reduce

Policy 5-2.2: Promote the enhancement and flooding hazards, including
expansion of areas of open daylighting culverts in urban
space and, where appropriate areas such as downtown.
and safe, recreation, to use for Policy 5-2.4: Ensure that the design of new
flood management. development in a flood zone

Action 5-2.4: Protect floodplains by retaining provides adequate flood
and expanding, as feasible, open protection without negatively
space areas that can retain impacting adjacent or
stormwater, recharge downstream properties.
groundwater/aquifer, and Action 5-2.8: Require an evaluation of flood
prevent/reduce flooding. hazards and appropriate on-site

Action 5-2.5: Limit the use of areas designated mitigation options by a qualified
for flood control to passive professional for any project within
recreation activities (e.g., hiking, a FEMA- and Department of
fishing, bike riding), consistent Water Resources (DWR)-
with requirements to maintain designated flood zone during the
the integrity of these areas to development review process.
protect public safety. Policy 5-2.5: Protect public and private

@ properties from dam inundation.
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Posted by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 4:32pm [Comment ID: 375] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

Consider cooling uses as additional here, though not with built environment but
additional shading and carbon sequestration uses that would not be inconsistent with
public safety concerns.
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Action 5-2.9: Coordinate with dam
owners/operators to ensure that
dam safety inspections are
conducted annually, as required
by the California Division of Safety
of Dams (DSOD).

Action 5-2.10: Prioritize investment in flood-
control mitigation that also
reduces impacts associated with
dam failure.

Policy 5-2.6: Manage, maintain, and improve
stormwater drainage and
capacity.

Action 5-2.11: Require dedication, improvement,
and ongoing maintenance of
stormwater management and
retention areas as a condition of
development approval.

Action 5-2.12: |dentify the necessary
development impact fees to pay
for mitigation of stormwater
management impacts for new
development.

Action 5-2.13: Require stormwater
management improvements that
maintain and improve the storm
drainage system citywide and
prioritize areas needing
significant investment, consistent
with the Santa Rosa Citywide
Creek Master Plan goals of
preserving natural conditions of
waterways and minimizing
channelization of creeks.

Action 5-2.14: Ensure creek-side pathways,
consistent with the Citywide
Creek Master Plan and Bicycle
and Pedestrian Master Plan, are
incorporated as part of
stormwater improvement
projects along creek corridors.

Policy 5-2.7: Provide storm drainage facilities
that accommodate increased

development and enhanced
water quality.

Action 5-2.15: Cooperate with Sonoma Water
and the Northern California
Regional Water Quality Control
Board on assessments of
stormwater drainage facilities, to
ensure adequate capacity to
accommodate increases in
residential and commercial
development.

Action 5-2.16: Require implementation of best
management practices for all
new development to reduce
discharges of nonpoint-source
pollutants to the storm drain
system.

Wildland and Urban Fire

Santa Rosa and Sonoma County are prone to
wildfire. Wildfires in the region can be intense
and uncontrollable—many large-scale fires have
started in other locations and ended up in Santa
Rosa. Figure 5-7 identifies historic wildfire
perimeters.

The California Department of Forestry and Fire
Protection (CAL FIRE) has identified the areas of
greatest risk in the city and surrounding county,
shown on Figure 5-8, and the areas of wildland-
urban interface, on Figure 5-9. The City has
taken steps to regulate fire-prone areas,
including properties in the very high fire hazard
severity zone as well as the wildland-urban
interface. These areas are considered the
Wildland-Urban Interface Fire Area, defined in
the municipal code as a geographical area that
the City identifies as a “Fire Hazard Severity
Zone.” These areas have a significant risk of
wildfire and therefore must conform to higher
standards for protection under the California Fire
Safe Regulations.

Figure 5-10 shows General Plan Land Uses in the
Wildland-Urban Interface Fire Area. A key risk
management strategy is to regulate the location
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and intensity of uses in high-risk areas and e Determine potential impacts of climate
ensure that new developments address wildfire change on the local fire environment and
risks during planning and development review. how they could change wildfire hazard
Ensuring access and evacuation potential for and risk in the mid-21st century.

existing development in these areas is also
essential to emergency response and can help
reduce the need for recovery activities.

e Establish a plan to track and monitor
implementation of action items.

The Santa Rosa Community Wildfire Protection
Plan (CWPP) was approved on September 18,
2020. The purpose of the plan is to enhance
protection of human life and reduce the wildfire
threat to community assets in the city. Key goals
in this plan are:

e Minimize the wildfire threat to safety.

e Reduce the wildfire threat to at-risk
assets.

e Develop priorities to mitigate risks and
hazards.
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Goals, Policies, and Actions

Goal 5-3: Increase community resilience to

future wildfire threats.

Policy 5-3.1:

Action 5-3.1:

Action 5-3.2:

Action 5-3.3:

Action 5-3.4:

Action 5-3.5:

Action 5-3.6:

Adhere to State and local
regulations and requirements of
the Community Wildfire
Preparedness Plan that address
wildfire risk and vulnerabilities.

Continue to require new
developments and major
remodels in the Wildland Urban
Interface Fire Area to comply with
Table 15, Mitigation Actions and
City Codes, from the 2020 Santa
Rosa CWPP as the equivalent of a
Fire Protection Plan.

Continue to require new
development and redevelopment
to incorporate fire-safe design
and comply with the CWPP, local
ordinances, and state
requirements for fire hazard
reduction around buildings and
structures.

Continue to require conformance
with the California Fire Safe
Regulations for existing
nonconforming properties in the
Wildland Urban Interface Fire
Area (includes the very high fire
hazard severity zone).

Continue improving the City's
previously developed post-wildfire
recovery framework to assist with
future post-wildfire
redevelopment activities.

Implement the fire mitigation
projects in the CWPP.

Establish a monitoring program
to track the effectiveness of
CWPP fuel-treatment activities.

Policy 5-3.2:

Action 5-3.7:

Action 5-3.8:

Action 5-3.9:

Action 5-3.10:

Promote new development in
areas of the community that
have lower risk of wildfire
hazards.

Locate new essential public
facilities outside of identified
hazard areas (wildfire hazard
zones, flood zones, fault rupture
zones) whenever possible.
Facilities that remain in hazard
areas should be designed,
located, and constructed to
withstand the identified
hazard(s).

Develop siting criteria for
essential public facilities,
including potential mitigation
strategies if the only feasible
location is in a recognized hazard
area.

Consider updating the Zoning
Code to prohibit land uses in the
wildland-urban interface that
serve mobility-limited persons,
such as assisted care facilities.

Explore the development of a
managed retreat pilot program
for areas in the wildland-urban
interface fire area.

Managed retreat is the process of proactively
moving people, structures, and infrastructure
out of harm's way before disasters or other
threats to avoid damage, maximize benefits,
and minimize costs for communities and

ecosystems.

Source: U.S. Climate Resilience Toolkit and
the Georgetown Climate Center

Action 5-3.11:

Create a transfer of development
rights or managed retreat
program in fire-prone areas (very
high fire hazard severity zone and
wildland-urban interface) to
proactively relocate existing
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Posted by Katie on 07/24/2023 at 10:57am [Comment ID: 132] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

What about local building code updates that reward fire-adaptive construction
instead of continuing to build with materials and techniques that are known to be

less fire resilient?
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development out of high-risk
areas.

Action 5-3.12: Explore the ability to prohibit
increased densities or intensities
of uses in fire-prone areas (very
high fire hazard severity zone and
wildland-uggan interface fire
areaq). @

Policy 5-3.3: Implement the vegetation
management strategies and
enhanced roadway standards of
the CWPP throughout fire-prone
areas.

Action 5-3.13: Develop mitigation standards
and thresholds for vegetation
management and roadway
standards to bring existing
nonconforming developments
into compliance with California
Fire Safe Regulations (Title 14 of
the California Code of
Regulations) in the very high fire
hazard severity zone and
wildland-urban interface fire
area.

Policy 5-3.4: Ensure all community members
and businesses are informed
and empowered to address
hazard vulnerabilities,
considering the specific needs of
Equity Priority Populations.

Action 5-3.14: Continue to conduct multilingual
and culturally appropriate
education and outreach
campaigns that assist property

@ owners with defensible space,
fire-safe landscaping, home
hardening, and wildfire
preparedness, as identified in the
CWPP.

Action 5-3.15: Prioritize wildfire mitigation
education and outreach efforts to
vulnerable populations who may
not receive typical outreach

materials/information; provide
culturally appropriate education
content and materials in multiple
languages and formats
appropriate for people with
access and functional needs as
outlined in the CWPP.

Action 5-3.16: Identify at-risk populations/
developments in wildfire-prone
areas and ensure emergency
management planning and
training include efforts to increase
resilience in these areas.

Action 5-3.17: Develop a program that
leverages California’s Property
Assessed Clean Energy financing
through the Sonoma County
Energy Independence Program to
assist low-income households
with maintaining defensible
space around their homes and
properties.

Action 5-3.18: Update the CWPP every five years
to reflect the needs of the
community and the changing
risks in the wildland-urban
interface fire area.

Hazardous Materials

The California Health and Safety Code defines a
hazardous material as one that poses a
significant present or potential hazard to human
health and safety or the environment if released
into the workplace or environment due to
quantity, concentration, and/or physical or
chemical characteristics. Substances that are
flammable, corrosive, reactive, oxidizing,
radioactive, combustible, or toxic are considered
hazardous. Hazardous materials can be found
throughout the community, and though their
presence may not be a significant hazard, their
release in an uncontrolled manner or in a certain
location could harm plants, animals, and people.
Uncontrolled releases can go unnoticed or cause
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Posted by ari on 09/23/2023 at 7:20pm [Comment ID: 449] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

reach out to groups practicing indigenous fire ecology- i saw that the federated
indians of graton rancheria took part in a burn at tolay lake this july. potential to get
community involved similar to volunteer firefighter organizations

#244

Posted by Wendy Krupnick on 09/04/2023 at 7:51pm [Comment ID: 260] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

Absolutely! All new development in high fire hazard areas should be prohibited and
development in wildland-urban interface areas severely restricted.
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impacts that are not known or understood until
years later.

The Santa Rosa Fire Department has regulatory
oversight of hazardous materials in the city. It is
the Certified Unified Program Agency (CUPA),
which manages and monitors the use, transport,
and disposal of these materials. If a release
happens, the Department sends its Hazardous
Materials Response Unit to ensure the safety of
community members and businesses. Human
error is the most common cause of hazardous
materials releases, but events like earthquakes
and floods can also cause a release. In addition,
accidental releases on major transportation
routes through the city can pose a risk to the
community.

As a CUPA, the Fire Department must produce
an Area Plan that local government agencies
use to respond to and minimize impacts from a
release or threatened release of a hazardous
material. The CUPA establishes and Area Plan in
coordination with local emergency response
agencies to:

e |dentify hazardous materials that pose a
threat to the community.

e Develop procedures for emergency
response.

e Provide for notification and coordination
of emergency response personnel.

e Provide for public safety, including
notification and evacuation.

e Establish training for emergency
response personnel.

e Identify emergency response supplies
and equipment.

e Provide for feedback and follow-up after
a major incident.

Goals, Policies, and Actions

Goal 5-4: Protect all community members
and businesses from hazardous materials

exposures and releases.

Policy 5-4.1: Reduce the potential for
hazardous materials exposure to
community members, visitors,
and employees.

Action 5-4.1: Continue to require remediation,
cleanup, and risk evaluation prior
to changes in site use in areas
where hazardous materials and
petroleum products have
impacted soil or groundwater.

Action 5-4.2: Continue to require that
hazardous materials used in
business and industry be
transported, handled, and stored
in accordance with federal, State,
and local regulations.

Action 5-4.3: Continue to restrict future siting
of businesses—including
hazardous waste repositories,
incinerators, or other hazardous
waste disposal facilities—that use,
store, process, or dispose large
quantities of hazardous materials
or wastes in areas subject to
seismic fault rupture or significant
ground shaking.

Policy 5-4.2: Ensure adequate capacity and
safeguards on routes used to
transport hazardous materials to
prevent or minimize impacts
from accidental release.

Action 5-4.4: \Where applicable, ensure
regional and local routes for
transportation of hazardous
materials and waste are
adequately marked and unsafe
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conditions are adequately
addressed, where feasible.

Action 5-4.5: Require that fire and emergency
personnel can easily access
routes needed for response to spill
incidents.

Policy 5-4.3: Facilitate commercial and
industrial compliance with the
Sonoma County Hazardous
Materials and Waste
Management Plan.

Action 5-4.6: Support public awareness and
participation in household waste
management, control, and
recycling through County
programs, including the Sonoma
County Household Hazardous
Waste Management Plan.

Policy 5-4.4: Minimize risks to human health
from hazardous materials.

Action 5-4.7: Inventory brownfield sites and
identify necessary measures to
remediate hazards.

Action 5-4.8: Work with landowners and
support funding identification
and cleanup of identified
brownfield sites, particularly in
EPA:s.

Action 5-4.9: Seek funding and technical
assistance to facilitate brownfield
redevelopment, including federal
Tax Incentives for brownfields
sites, DTSC Revolving Loan Fund
Program, Cleanup Loans and
Environmental Assistance to
Neighborhoods Loan Program,
Brownfields Tax Incentives, and
the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency brownfields grant and
loan programes.

Emergency Preparedness and
Evacuation

A key City function is preparing for and
responding to emergency events, and a central
concern is being able to use identified routes
during an evacuation, shown in Figure 5-11,
including for locations with constrained access,
shown in Figure 5-12. Since Santa Rosa is
vulnerable to a variety of hazards (earthquakes,
storms, floods, and wildfires), the City has
developed a “Know Your Ways Out” online portal
to make sure that City staff and community
members know where these routes are and can
prepare for future evacuation.

The Sonoma County Multi-jurisdictional Hazard
Mitigation Plan (MJHMP) identifies hazard
conditions, analyzes risk to people and facilities,
and provides mitigation actions to reduce or
eliminate hazard risks in the county. The
MJIHMP's “City of Santa Rosa Annex” describes
hazards, capabilities, and mitigation actions
specific to Santa Rosa, in accordance with the
federal Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000 and
FEMA Local Hazard Mitigation Plan guidance.
The mitigation actions in the MJHMP address
similar issues as covered in the General Plan, but
the Safety Element framework of goals, policies,
and actions has broad application across the
whole city over the next 20 years, while the
MJIHMP focuses on more-specific and short-
term actions. The current MJHMP, adopted by
FEMA, is incorporated into this chapter by
reference according to California Government
Code Section 65302.6; the MJHMP is on the City's
website at: https://www.srcity.org/540/Local-
Hazard-Mitigation-Plan.
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Goals, Policies, and Actions

Goal 5-5: Santa Rosa is prepared for future

emergencies.

Policy 5-5.1:

Action 5-5.1:

Action 5-5.2;

Action 5-5.3:

Policy 5-5.2:

Action 5-5.4:

Encourage City staff and
community members to be
prepared for and capable of
responding to emergency
events.

Maintain and periodically update
the City’'s Emergency Operations
Plan.

Coordinate with staff of the
Sonoma County Operational Area
(which consists of the cities,
special districts, and
unincorporated areas of the
county) to update joint
emergency response and disaster
response plans, as needed.

Promote public awareness of the
natural hazards and potential
effects of disasters in the
Planning Area through the
Citizens Organized to Prepare for
Emergencies (COPE) volunteer
organization.

Continue to ensure all
community members and
businesses are informed and
empowered to address hazard
vulnerabilities, considering the
specific needs of EPAs and
Equity Priority Populations.

Provide multilingual and
culturally appropriate
educational materials to increase
awareness of hazard risks/
vulnerabilities and strategies that
community members and
businesses can employ to
mitigate risks/vulnerabilities.

Action 5-5.5;

Policy 5-5.3:

Action 5-5.6:

Policy 5-5.4:

Action 5-5.7:

Action 5-5.8:

Action 5-5.9;

Policy 5-5.5:

Action 5-5.10:

Action 5-5.11:

Incorporate strategies from the
Community Wildfire Protection
Plan, Local Hazard Mitigation
Plan, and other resilience-
building plans into outreach and
educational information.

Promote emergency response
and preparedness training for
City staff, community members,
and businesses to increase
community resilience.

Participate in emergency
response exercises in the
Operational Area that involve key
hazards of concern for the city.

Prioritize projects and strategies
that mitigate hazards and
increase community resilience.

Implement the Local Hazard
Mitigation Plan and update it
every five years.

Integrate mitigation actions and
strategies into the City’s Capital
Improvements Program and
annual budgeting process.

Develop a tracking methodology
for potential funding sources to
support retrofitting publicly and
privately owned structures.

Ensure coordination with the
City and Operational Area
continuously improves to meet
the changing risks of the
community.

Continue to implement mutual
aid, automatic aid, and
California’s Mutual Master Aid
System to provide effective
emergency response.

Maintain effective mutual-aid
agreements with neighboring
cities and Sonoma County to
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support emergency
management.

Action 5-5.12: Continue to execute mutual-aid
agreements with public and
private entities to support
community emergency
management.

Policy 5-5.6: Prioritize investments that
expand and enhance evacuation
capacity and capabilities.

Action 5-5.13: Require all new development
projects to provide adequate
access for fire and emergency
response personnel.

Action 5-5.14: Prohibit the creation of new
single ingress/egress roadway
conditions in the city.

Action 5-5.15: Retrofit existing single-access
residential neighborhoods to
include additional access routes
or other provisions to increase
evacuation safety.

Action 5-5.16: Analyze the capacity, viability,
and safety of evacuation routes
for areas in wildfire-prone
locations (wildland-urban
interface fire area) and
incorporate the results into the
City's Emergency Operations
Plan.

Climate Resilience

Scientists expect climate change to increase the
frequency and intensity of natural hazards in the
future. Santa Rosa has already experienced
changes in precipitation patterns—severe
storms and drought, urban flooding, extreme
heat, and wildfires. According to California’s

1 Bedsworth, Louise, Dan Cayan, Guido Franco, Leah Fisher,
Sonya Ziaja. (California Governor's Office of Planning and
Research, Scripps Institution of Oceanography, California
Energy Commission, California Public Utilities Commission).

Fourth Climate Change Assessment,' these
changes will continue, including in Santa Rosa.

In 2021 the City conducted a Climate Change
Vulnerability Assessment (see Appendix B) to
investigate how climate change may affect
people, buildings, infrastructure, and other key
community assets pursuant to California
Government Code Section 65302(g)(4) and in
accordance with the California Adaptation
Planning Guide.

Table 5-1shows how the primary climate
stressors—changes to precipitation patterns and
higher average temperatures—will cause
secondary climate stressors at the regional and
local level. The assessment evaluates how
climate change exacerbates eight natural
hazards (agricultural and ecosystem pests and
diseases, drought, extreme heat, climate
sensitive health risks, landslides, severe wind,
severe storms, and wildfire) and the effects on 65
different population groups and community
assets. Each population or asset received a score
ranging from low to high vulnerability for each
relevant hazard. The Climate Change
Vulnerability Assessment indicates that among
all natural hazards exacerbated by climate
change Santa Rosa populations and assets are
most vulnerable to wildfire. Additional details on
the method, population and assets evaluated,
and results are in the General Plan Appendix B.
The results of the Climate Change Vulnerability
Assessment are integrated into the Safety and
Climate Resilience sections of this element.

2018. Statewide Summary Report. California’s Fourth Climate
Change Assessment. Publication number: SUMCCCA4-2018-
013.
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Climate Stressors
Stressors

Increased frequency and
intensity of extreme heat
days and warm nights
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Table 5-1
Climate Stressors

Climate Stressor Impacts

Increased heat-related illness and death, particularly among vulnerable
populations.

Greater demand for emergency services, public spaces that provide relief
from extreme heat (e.g,, libraries, commmunity centers), and water-
dependent recreation.

Increased frequency of preemptive power outages for wildfire prevention,
resulting in the loss of air conditioning, greater risk of food/medication
spoilage, disruptions to public services, and other impacts.

Increase in Earlier snowpack melt and
1/-}verage . more precipitation falling
emperatures | .. in instead of snow

Less water available later in the water-year for agricultural and domestic
uses.

Increased evaporation and
evapotranspiration rates

Reduced growth and productivity of agricultural crops and native
vegetation due to heat stress and increases in evapotranspiration.
Decreased vegetation moisture leading to increased susceptibility of a
wildfire.

Increased human and
ecosystem pests and
diseases

Harm to agriculture, public health, and native plants and wildlife.

Fewer, more intense
precipitation events

Increased risk of injuries/death and property damage or loss during
extreme flooding and landslides.

Increased frequency and
intensity of drought
Changes in

Precipitation
Patterns

Reduced water availability due to declining surface water supplies and
groundwater recharge combined with increased demand for agricultural
and household use.

Increased cost of food and water.

Increased stress and mortality in agricultural crops and native vegetation.
Economic losses due to crop failures and loss of tourism associated with
water-dependent activities.

Increased frequency of
flooding and landslides

Increased runoff during heavy rainfall events that follow dry periods,
resulting in greater risk of landslides and flash floods.
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Table 5-1
Climate Stressors

e Damage to roadways and/or temporary loss of access to isolated
neighborhoods.

e Interruption of public services and possible public health impacts
following damage to utilities.

e Economic impacts of damage to businesses and agricultural operations.

Decrease in wildfire fuel e Increased potential for wildfire.

moisture e Increased risk of injuries and death due to burns and smoke inhalation, as
well as longer-term health impacts related to eye and respiratory issues.

e Damage and loss of homes, businesses, and other infrastructure,
particularly within the wildland-urban interface (WUI).

e Possible disruption of critical supply chains, access to public services, and
other linkages.

e Economic losses due to direct damages (i.e., to businesses) as well as
declines in tourism and recreation following fire.

Source: EcoAdapt, “Projected Climate Changes And Associated Impacts For Santa Rosa, CA,” Workshop Handout, 2020.
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Agricultural and Ecosystem
Pests and Diseases

Extreme Heat and Warm
Nights

The 2021 Sonoma County Agricultural
Commissioner Crop Report indicates that
agriculture and livestock production had a value
of $811 million in 2021 and supported roughly
8,500 agricultural laborers. The largest-grossing
crops include wine grapes and milk. Agricultural
pests and diseases can affect crop plants,
livestock, and nurseries, as measured in terms of
pest and disease incidents, which are likely to
increase because higher temperatures allow
insects to reproduce more rapidly and lengthen
the activity window for pests and diseases. Pests
and diseases can slow the growth of and inflict
damage on agricultural crops and ecosystems,
harming economic drivers and people who
depend on them.

Droughts

Emerging climate change projections show that
Sonoma County, along with the rest of California,
will experience an increase in the intensity and
severity of extreme hazard events. We can
expect longer, more severe droughts, which will
likely strain agribusinesses, habitats, and water
supplies. Droughts may be twice as frequent by
2050 than they were in the past, and
precipitation will come in fewer, more intense
storms with longer dry seasons. Although Santa
Rosa will likely experience an increase in overall
annual precipitation levels compared to historic
averages, the wet season will be shorter because
of climate change, which will cause droughts to
last longer and be more intense.?

2 EcoAdapt, 2021, “Climate Vulnerability and Adaptation
Report for Santa Rosa”.
3 EcoAdapt, 2021, “Climate Vulnerability and Adaptation
Report for Santa Rosa”.

Extreme heat happens when temperatures rise
significantly above normal levels. The Sonoma
County Office of Emergency Management
defines extreme heat as an extended period of
intense heat and humidity with temperatures
above 90 degrees Fahrenheit. Maximum
temperatures are projected to increase by 7.5
degrees Fahrenheit by 2100, causing an increase
of 20 days per year of extreme heat and 29
additional frost-free nights.> Extreme heat poses
a significant human health risk to Equity Priority
Populations, especially to those without air
conditioning, seniors, young children, pregnant
women, persons with chronic diseases, outdoor
workers, immigrant communities, and persons
experiencing homelessness. Very high
temperatures also can damage energy delivery
and rail infrastructure and services, constraining
their ability to meet community needs.

Extreme daytime temperatures intensify human
health risks when there is a lack of cooling
overnight. With warmer nighttime
temperatures, heat stress continues to build and
increases the risk of heat illnesses and death.
Heat waves kill more people in the United States
than any other natural disaster.*

Other Climate-Sensitive Health
Risks

Climate influences the infection rates of various
diseases, which are transmitted to humans and
other animals by vectors—mosquitoes, flies,
ticks, mice, rats, etc. Vectors carry bacteria and
viruses that can pass from one host to another.
Warmer temperatures and more precipitation
often lead to larger populations of disease-
carrying vectors and a greater risk of. This

4 National Weather Service, 2022. “Weather Related Fatality
and Injury Statistics.” https:/www.weather.gov/hazstat/
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includes vector-borne diseases spread by ticks,
such as Lyme disease and Rocky Mountain
Spotted Fever; by mosquitos, such as West Nile
Virus, Zika Virus, and Dengue Fever; and by rats
and mice, such as hantavirus; and water-borne
diseases.

Severe Winds and Storms

Severe winds and storm events, such as
thunderstorms, hail, heavy rainfall, and flooding,
have become more frequent and intense as a
result of climate change. In Santa Rosa, most
severe storms are linked to “atmospheric rivers,”
which are long, narrow storm systems that carry
water vapor from the tropics to higher latitudes.
When they reach land, they can quickly blanket
the region in heavy precipitation. The storms are
likely to become more extreme in the future
because of warmer temperatures and changes
in precipitation patterns.

Severe wind events have sustained winds of 40
miles per hour, or wind gusts of 58 or more miles
per hour. Severe winds and storms can cause
secondary hazards, such as Public Safety Power
Shutoffs (PSPS), which especially affect people
who rely on electrical medical devices. The types
of dangers posed by severe winds and storms
vary widely and include injuries or deaths,
damage to buildings and structures, disrupted
economic drivers, and roads blocked by debris or
fallen trees.

Public Safety Power Shutoffs or PSPS are
preemptive measures to reduce the risk of
fire caused by electric infrastructure during
extreme weather events because high winds
can blow tree branches and debris into
energized lines and cause fires.

Wildfires

create faster-moving and hotter-burning
wildfires, leading to a greater chance that a
spark will grow into a dangerous blaze. Climate
change is also expected to extend the fire
season throughout much of the year, creating
an overlap with high-velocity wind events.
Because wildfires burn the trees and other
vegetation that help stabilize hillsides and
absorb water, more areas burned by fire could
lead to an increase in landslides and debris flows
during or after heavy precipitation events. @

Goals, Policies, and Actions

Warmer temperatures, an increase in drought
conditions, and severe wind events are likely to

Goal 5-6: Santa Rosa is a resilient city able to

adapt to, recover from, and thrive under
changing climate conditions.

Policy 5-6.1: Support legislative and
regulatory items that further
climate resilience.

Action 5-6.1: Ensure all current and future City
plans and updates include
climate change considerations—
include specific plans, Bicycle and
Pedestrian Master Plan, Design
Guidelines, Hazard Mitigation
Plan, Citywide Creek Master Plan,
Municipal Climate Action Plan,
Urban Water Management Plan,
Water Shortage Consistency Plan,
“Our Water Future” Water Supply
Alternatives Plan, Community
Wildfire Protection Plan, and
others.

Action 5-6.2: Update the City’s Climate Change
Vulnerability Assessment with
new climate projections and data
during each Safety Element
update.

Action 5-6.3: Evaluate a Zoning Code update
that will include a Resilient City
code to increase adaptation and
resilience in the city.
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#245

Posted by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 4:38pm [Comment ID: 376] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

There may very well be other health and safety risks posed by in migration of climate
refugees from other areas during this General Plan horizon time line. It is probably
outside of the scope of this document to address those risks but perhaps a study of
such risks and implementation of recommendations from such a study should be
included as an action or policy and referenced here in the intro.
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Policy 5-6.2:
Action 5-@

Policy 5-6.3:

Action 5-6.5;

Action 5-6.6:

Action 5-6.7:

Action 5-6.8:

Action 5-6.9:

Policy 5-6.4:

CHAPTER 5 | SAFETY, NOISE, AND PUBLIC SERVICES AND FACILITIES

Support neighborhood resilience
during extreme weather events.

Invest in community predisaster
planning efforts and exercises.

Elevate extreme heat to a major
hazard of concern in Santa Rosa.

Develop a plan, consistent with
the California Extreme Heat
Action Plan, that includes
establishing community cooling
centers, weatherizing City
buildings, and planning cooling
strategies for persons engaged in
outdoor work and persons
experiencing homelessness.

Continue to build public
awareness about extreme
weather events through
multilingual targeted
communications campaigns
focusing on EPAs and Equity
Priority Populations.

Coordinate with Sonoma County
Transit, Santa Rosa Transit and
CityBus, and SMART to increase
shading and heat-mitigating
materials on pedestrian
walkways at transit centers,
transit stops, and train stations.

Increase the number of Santa
Rosa Transit stops with shade
cover and s/@rs to provide
protection fr extreme heat and
severe storms, prioritizing stops in
EPAs.

Establish standardized
temperature or air quality
triggers for opening City-operated
community resilience and cooling
centers.

Encourage collaboration among
departments and with nonprofit
organizations to create a
network of equitably located

Action 5-6.10:

Policy 5-6.5:

Action 5-6.11:

Action 5-6.12;

Action 5-6.13:;

Action 5-6.14:

resilience centers throughout
the city.

Partner with neighborhood
groups and nonprofit
organizations to establish a
network of equitably located and
universally accessible community
resilience centers throughout
Santa Rosa that are situated
outside of areas at risk from
hazard impacts to the extent
possible.

Seek funding to upgrade
existing warming and cooling
centers to have the ability to
offer refuge from extreme heat
events and poor air quality due
to regional wildfire smoke and
be equipped with renewable
energy generation and backup
power supplies.

Seek grant funding to identify
and map existing community
facilities, such as libraries,
gymnasiums, community centers,
and auditoriums, that can serve
as community resilience centers
and support people with access
and functional needs during
hazard events.

Continue to provide backup
power and emergency supplies at
critical City facilities, emergency
shelters, community resilience
centers, and cooling centers in
case of power and water outages.

Coordinate with transit providers
to identify and advertise ways for
individuals with restricted
mobility to reach resilience
centers, cooling centers, and
alternate care sites.

Evaluate updating the Noise
Ordinance to allow outdoor
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#246

Posted by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 4:45pm [Comment ID: 379] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

add shade for general cooling, preferably natural or solar energy shade sources for
the added benefits they bring

#247

Posted by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 4:43pm [Comment ID: 378] - Link

Type: Suggestion

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

include adding shade, preferably natural shade sources or solar generation so that
they contribute other benefits as well.

#2438

Posted by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 4:41pm [Comment ID: 377] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

is this the only action sufficient to meet this policy? What about further targeted
education efforts? targeted communications efforts? especially in EPAs and
neighborhoods determined to be less resilient by some assessment?

#249

Posted by ari on 09/23/2023 at 6:50pm [Comment ID: 446] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

shade trees :-)

#250

Posted by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 4:46pm [Comment ID: 380] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

add "and upgrade" to uses of funding for these centers

Reply by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 4:48pm [Comment ID: 381] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

by changing the "and" preceding "map" to a comma and then adding the new
wording after "map"
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Action 5-6.15;

Action 5-6.16:

Action 5-6.17:

Action 5-6.18:

Policy 5-6.6:

workers to shift working hours to
earlier or later in the day, or
alternative days, between May
and September to reduce heat-
related illnesses.

Update the City’'s Zoning Code
and Public Improvement
Standards to remove
inconsistencies for promoting and
expanding the use of drought-
tolerant green infrastructure,
including street trees and
landscaped areas, as part of
cooling strategies in public and
private spaces.

Conduct a community-wide tree
canopy assessment to quantify
how much of the City’s land area
is covered by trees, including the
streets with street tree canopy
cover; identify the location of
those trees, and identify
opportunities to plant trees.

Update the Santa Rosa Street
Tree list to include native,
drought-tolerant, and low-water-
use tree species that are
appropriate for street
landscaping.

Create and regularly update an
Urban Greening Plan, consistent
with the C/ir@e Resilient Tree
List, to incre the urban tree
canopy, green spaces, and green
roofs to reduce the heat island
effect in the most vulnerable
areas of the city.

Reduce the spread of human
health hazards, including pests,

Action 5-6.20:

Policy 5-6.7:

Action 5-6.21;

Action 5-6.22:

Action 5-6.23:

rodents, and other vectors that
may carry or spread human
health hazards.

Work with local employers to
provide resources to help protect
employees from environmental
hazards, including poor air quality
and pests and diseases.

Strengthen the community’s
ability to respond to the risks
and negative effects of power
outages, including PSPS events,
and other climate-related
threats.

Support efforts to underground
electrical transmission
infrastructure throughout the city,
including substations, prioritizing
high-voltage transmission lines
and areas in the Wildland-Urban
Interface Fire Area.

Work with property owners to
incorporate sustainable, energy-
efficient, water-efficient, and
environmentally regenerative
features into facilities, landscapes,
and structures.

Collaborate with Pacific Gas &
Electric, Sonoma Clean Power,
and organizations such as the
Disability Services and Legal
Center to ensure that those who
depend on electricity supply for
medical devices and refrigerating
medication have backup energy
supplies during outages,
including during extreme heat
and extreme wind events.

. i Policy 5-6.8: Increase the resiliency of City-
diseases, and viruses. owned structures to severe
Action 5-6.19: Coordinate with the weather events and support
Marin/Sonoma Mosquito and homeowners and business
Vector Control District to owners to increase the resilience
minimize mosquitos, ticks, of their buildings and properties
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#251

Posted by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 4:51pm [Comment ID: 383] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

add action to include the use of volunteers to assist with planting and consider
adding an action to identify multiple methods for on-going care of added trees and
landscaping

Reply by ari on 09/23/2023 at 7:43pm [Comment ID: 450] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

great opportunity for community engagement!

#252

Posted by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 4:49pm [Comment ID: 382] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

Absolutely!

#253

Posted by Robin North on 07/22/2023 at 11:59am [Comment ID: 116] - Link

Type: Suggestion

Agree: 2, Disagree: 0

Return street tree care to the City. Expand city tree department to accommodate
this. Establish a monitoring program for street trees and replace dead or dying trees.
Solicit community support and volunteers. Increase awareness and education on the
benefit of trees in the community
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through retrofits,
weatherization, and other
improvements.

Action 5-6.24:Develop a database of
information related to retrofits,
weatherization, and other
improvements.

Action 5-6.25: |Install backup power, preferably
from renewable energy sources,
@ and water resources at
emergency shelters, resilience
centers, and cooling centers.

Noise

Noise is unwanted sound. In most of Santa Rosa,
noise can be characterized as routine
background sound and unusual or intermittent
events. Cars, trucks, buses, trains, air
conditioning systems, and aircraft generate
background noise. Intermittent and sometimes
excessive noise can come from leaf blowers,
helicopters, trai istles at grade crossings,
chain saws, unmuffled motor vehicles, and
similar sources. Excessive noise can cause
annoyance, health problems, economic loss, and
even hearing impairment.

Sound waves traveling outward from a source
exert a sound pressure level usually measured in
decibels (dB). Environmental noise is usually
measured in A-weighted decibels (dBA), a
metric corrected for the human ear response to
various frequencies (some animals can hear
sounds outside the human range). Most people
can detect a change in sound level of about 3
dBA, and an increase of 10 dBA is perceived by
the human ear as a doubling of loudness.

Projected Noise Sources

The major sources of noise in Santa Rosa

throughout the General Plan time frame include:

U.S. Highway 101 and State Highway 12.
Highways 101 and 12 generate significant noise

levels because of high traffic volumes and
speeds. Tire interaction with the roadbed and
truck engines create noise. In terms of sound
energy, noise from one truck is equivalent to 20
autos.

Regional/Arterial streets. Major regional/arterial
streets with high noise levels include Fulton
Road, Guerneville Road, Bellevue Avenue, Stony
Point Road, Mendocino Avenue, Fountaingrove
Parkway, Calistoga Road, Summerfield Road,
and College Avenue. In general, automobile
traffic volumes will increase by 2050 along with
noise levels.

Railroad operations. Railroad noise is most
noticeable from horn soundings and at-grade
crossings. The city has 14 at-grade crossings—
Bellevue Avenue, Hearn Avenue, Barham
Avenue, Sebastopol Avenue, W. 3rd Street, W.
6th Street, W. 7th Street, W. 9th Street, W.
College Avenue, Guerneville Road, W. Steele
Lane, Piner Road, and San Miguel—and one
potential at-grade crossing at Jennings Avenue.

Emergency medical helicopters and vehicles.
Emergency medical vehicles with sirens create
intermittent but significant noise. Helicopter
operations can affect a large population, and the
City has received complaints regarding medical
helicopter operations at Providence Santa Rosa
Memorial hospital.

Landscaping equipment. Landscaping
equipment, such as gasoline-powered leaf
blowers, generate noise and are regulated by
the City's Noise Ordinance.

Charles M. Schulz-Sonoma County Airport.
Airport operation is addressed in the Sonoma
County General Plan and the Comprehensive
Airport Land Use Compatibility Plan (ALUC).

Industrial and commercial facilities. Industrial
and commercial facilities are sometimes noise
sources, particularly auto wrecking and
commercial loading operations. The City receives
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#254

Posted by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 4:53pm [Comment ID: 384] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

consider design and development of microgrids as a part of this action or separate
action supporting this policy

#255

Posted by Denise H. on 09/05/2023 at 5:20pm [Comment ID: 290] - Link
Type: Suggestion

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

Add: illegal fireworks
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occasional complaints about noise generated by
these types of businesses.

Figure 5-13 shows land uses in the city with
compatible noise levels. Figure 5-13 A offers
comparative examples of dBA noise levels.
Figure 5-14 shows the existing traffic noise levels
in the city. Figures 5-15 and 5-16 show the
projected traffic noise levels; 5-15 shows future
noise levels assuming there are no changes in
the city beyond those planned, and 5-16
accounts for changes anticipated outside of
Santa Rosa through 2050.

Noise Standards

State law requires general plans to use the
Community Noise Equivalent Level (CNEL) or the
Day/Night Average Sound Level (Ldn) to
describe the community noise environment (in
dBA) and its effects on the population; Santa
Rosa uses Ldn. The noise standards used by the
City include the Land Use Compatibility
Standards for community noise environment,
depicted in Figure 5-13, State of California Noise
Insulation Standards (California Code of
Regulations, Title 24, Part 2), and applicable
standards in the City of Santa Rosa Noise
Ordinance. General Plan policies and actions
address noise attenuation along major
regional/arterial streets through location of land
uses, site design, architectural standards,
barriers, and street materials.

5.3 4 Draft_GenerprRign all pages . RS:pdh ) AN 2050

Page 241

Printed 10/02/2023



CHAPTER 5 | SAFETY, NOISE, AND PUBLIC SERVICES AND FACILITIES

Figure 5-13: Land Use Compatibility Standards
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#256

Posted by resident on 09/11/2023 at 3:50pm [Comment ID: 319] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

Acceptable noise levels should be lower for residences. Noise has negative health effects even at ~60dBa.

#257

Posted by resident on 09/11/2023 at 3:52pm [Comment ID: 320] - Link

Type: Question -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

Where are the acceptable noise levels on streets? More relevant than golf courses, etc.
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Figure 5-13 A: Comparative Examples of dBa Noise Levels.
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Figure 5-14: Existing Traffic Noise Levels, 2019
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Figure 5-15: Existing Plus Project Traffic Noise Levels, 2050
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Figure 5-16: Cumulative Plus Project Traffic Noise Levels, 2050
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Goals, Policies, and Actions

Goal 5-7: Protect the community from

adverse noise impacts that can decrease
quality of life.

Action 5-7.4:

Use the Federal Transportation
Authority’s train vibration
thresholds to assess land use
compatibility for new projects
within 150 feet of train tracks.

Action 5-7.5: Require conditions of approval or
Policy 5-7.1: Maintain and enforce an mitigation for neyv projects that
. . have the potential to create
acceptable community noise ) .
ambient noise levels more than 5
level to protect the health and L
.. dBA L4, above existing
comfort of people living, o
. e eie . background, within 250 feet of
working, and visiting in Santa =
sensitive receptors.
Rosa.
. . -~ . Action 5-7.6: R ir nditions of roval or
Action 5-7.1: Continue to prohibit noise- ction 5-7.6 e.q.u e. conait o. S.O approvaro
e . . mitigation for existing uses to
sensitive uses in proximity to . .
. . . reduce new noises exceeding
major noise sources, with the
. normally acceptable levels unless
exception of adequately buffered O -
. . . . the activities are specifically
residential buildings near rail : .
. . exempted by the City Council on
stations to promote transit ) .
. . the basis of community health,
ridership.
safety, and welfare, such as
Action 5-7.2: Continue to require acoustical emergency medical vehicles,
studies prepared by qualified helicopters, and sirens.
acoustical consultants for: . . ) )
Action 5-7.7: Work with private parties to
e All new projects proposed for reduce or eliminate nuisance
areas with existing ambient noise from industrial and
noise above 60 dBA Ldn, and commercial sources that impact
mitigation shall be required to nearby residential areas, and if
reduce noise levels below 45 progress is not made within a
dBA Ldn in habitable rooms reasonable time, issue abatement
and 60 dBA Ldn in private and orders or take other legal
shared recreational facilities measures.
additions to existing housin . . .
( . 9 9 Action 5-7.8: Consider reduced speed limits,
units are exempt). . .
improved paving texture, and
e All new projects that could traffic controls to reduce roadway
generate noise greater than noise to normally acceptable
allowed by adopted City levels in areas where noise
standards. standards may otherwise be
. . exceeded (e.g., where homes front
Action 5-7.3: Use thg Federal Trcm'sporta.t/on regional/arterial streets and in
A'utho'r/tys construction noise and areas of mixed-use development)
vibration thresholds to assess . N
impact significance at receiving Action 5-7.9: Use conditions of approval to
land uses surrounding new achieve measures to reduce noise
projects sites. impacts primarily through site
planning, and avoid engineering
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Action 5-7.10:

Action 5-7.11:

Action 5-7.12:

Policy 5-7.2:

Action 5-7.13:

CHAPTER 5 | SAFETY, NOISE, AND PUBLIC SERVICES AND FACILITIES

solutions for noise mitigation,
such as sound walls, if possible.

Update the Zoning Code to
require residential developers to
provide buffers other than sound
walls and allow sound walls only
when other techniques would not
prevent projected noise levels
from exceeding adopted land use
compatibility standards.

Work with Caltrans to assign a
high priority to traffic noise
mitigation programs and support
construction of attractive sound
walls, as necessary, along
Highway 101 and Highway 12.

Prohibit new helipads in
developments of industrial,
commercial, office, or business
park uses, unless the helipad will
provide a significant benefit for
community health, safety, and
welfare.

Promote opportunities for local
music and entertainment
venues without compromising
acceptable noise levels.

Identify noise mitigation
measures and other strategies to
allow the establishment, growth,
and/or continuation of music and
entertainment venues.

Public Services and
Facilities
Water, Wastewater, Recycled

Water, Stormwater, and Solid
Waste

Water Supply

The Russian River watershed supplies the
majority of the city’'s potable water supply, and
the Sonoma County Water Agency (SCWA)
delivers the water under contractual agreement.
SCWA is the primary provider of potable water in
Sonoma County and holds water rights to divert
92 million gallons of water per day (mgd) from
the Russian River, with an annual maximum of
75,000 acre-feet per year. SCWA also has three
groundwater wells in the Santa Rosa Plain that
provide an additional supply averaging 3,870
acre-feet per year. SCWA uses its transmission
and delivery system to serve eight major water
contractors, of whom Santa Rosa is the largest.
Under its current agreement with the SCWA, the
city is entitled to receive 56.6 mgd (average day
peak month) up to an annual volume of 29,100
acre-feet.

Santa Rosa also has two active production wells
that together can pump up to 2,300 acre-feet
per year to supplement the city's potable water
supply. The City operates these wells for up to
eight months per year, typically between April
and October. These wells produce an average of
1,100 acre-feet of drinking water per year, which
is about 6 percent of the city's total annual water
supply. The City also owns and operates the
Subregional Water Reuse System, which
provides about 140 acre-feet per year of recycled
water for nonpotable uses. Population and
employment increases under the General Plan
2050 could result in a total water demand of
23,813 acre-feet per year (an average of 21.3 mgd)
in the planning area. The 2020 Urban Water
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#258

Posted by Robin North on 07/22/2023 at 12:04pm [Comment ID: 117] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

underground hwy 101 from Guerneville rd to Hearn.

#259

Posted by Denise H. on 09/05/2023 at 5:26pm [Comment ID: 292] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 2, Disagree: 0

Add Action Item: Involve SRPD in cracking down on cars with modified mufflers and
employing Shot Spotter to determine location of illegal fireworks.

#260

Posted by Denise H. on 09/05/2023 at 5:24pm [Comment ID: 291] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

Work with current medical helicopter companies to determine if better flight paths,
higher flight levels, and/or mechanical alterations/additions can reduce the impact of
their helicopters flying over residential neighborhoods.
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Management Plan projects water supply
(potable and recycled water), as far out as 2045,
of 31,540 acre-feet per year for normal
hydrological years (average rainfall), and projects
water demand of 25,097 acre-feet per year by
2045, meaning that the projected demand will
not surpass projected supply through buildout
of the General Plan in normal hydrologic years.

Water Distribution

The City's water distribution system includes 20
booster pump stations, 24 storage tanks, 624
miles of water mains, and more than 54,000
water service connections. The City evaluated
this system in 2014 as part of the Water Master
Plan (WMP) update for its ability to meet
established water system service and
performance standards under various existing
water demand conditions. In general, the
evaluation found deficiencies in meeting peak-
hour and maximum-day demand flows to some
higher-elevation service locations. Mitigation for
these peak-hour and maximum-day demand
deficiencies involves the installation of individual
or localized booster pumps in the affected low-
pressure areas. The WMP update also identified
fire-flow deficiencies at some booster pump
stations in high-elevation pressure zones, where
mitigation would involve the replacement of the
existing booster pumps. Pipeline capacity issues
under fire-flow conditions were also noted at
several locations on a court or other dead-end
roadway.

Wastewater

The City's sewer system collects sewage from
residential, commercial, and industrial uses in
the city and transports it to the Laguna
Subregional Wastewater Treatment Plant (WTP)
for treatment and disposal. The city sewer
collection system includes approximately 610
miles of sewer mains and 17 sewer lift stations.
The Laguna WTP is currently permitted to treat
up to 21.34 mgd, and average dry weather flow of
wastewater is 14.4 mgd per day. The WTP

existing and planned capacity is sufficient to
meet the city's wastewater needs through 2050.

Recycled Water

The City of Santa Rosa manages the Laguna
WTP, which also receives wastewater from the
cities of Cotati, Rohnert Park, and Sebastopol,
plus portions of unincorporated Sonoma County.
Depending on the amount of rainfall in any year,
an average of 95 percent of the wastewater
treated at the Laguna WTP is recycled for urban
and agricultural irrigation and to replenish the
geysers steam fields to produce clean, green
energy.

Stormwater

The City of Santa Rosa storm drain system
consists of more than 340 miles of piped
infrastructure and over 100 miles of open
channels, ditches, and creeks. The system also
has detention facilities that attenuate peak flows
and allow sediment to settle before flows
continue downstream.

Runoff from Santa Rosa ultimately drains
westward via nine watershed areas into the
Laguna de Santa Rosa. Santa Rosa Creek is a
part of the city’'s largest drainage basin, draining
the northern portion of the city as well as the
downtown area. The eastern section of the city
drains through watersheds consisting of Brush
Creek, Oakmont Creek, Spring Creek, and
Matanzas Creek, which are tributaries to Santa
Rosa Creek. Piner Creek and Paulin Creek collect
runoff from the western portion of the city and
are also tributaries to Santa Rosa Creek. To the
south, Colgan Creek and Roseland Creek
accommodate drain system discharge and are
direct tributaries to Laguna de Santa Rosa. Todd
Creek also provides drainage for a southern
portion of the city and is a tributary to Laguna de
Santa Rosa via the Bellevue-Wilfred Channel.

5. 42 Draft_GenerprRian all pages . RS:pdh ) AN 2050

Page 251

Printed 10/02/2023



Solid Waste

Santa Rosa contracts with Recology Sonoma

Marin to provide weekly solid and organic waste

and recyclable material collection to Santa Rosa
community members. The California
Department of Resources Recycling and
Recovery (CalRecycle) sets the target per-capita
disposal rate for jurisdictions and reported a
statewide average of 5.2 pounds of waste per
person per day. In 2018, the city's disposal rate

Action 5-8.3:

Action 5-8.4:

was 2.8 pounds of waste per person per day (well

below the CalRecycle target).

Santa Rosa complies with the goals of the 2018
Santa Rosa Zero-Waste Plan to achieve at least
75 percent diversion of waste from landfill
disposal by 2030 and decrease per-capita
disposal of waste collected by Recology by 10
percent each year through 2030. By 2040, the
City seeks to decrease the diversion rate to less
than 1 pound of waste per-capita day by
reducing the amount of waste created at the
source and reusing materials already in the
existing waste stream.

Goals, Policies, and Actions

Action 5-8.5:

Action 5-8.6:

Goal 5-8: Provide adequate and high-quality

city services for water, wastewater, recycled
water, stormwater, and solid waste.

Policy 5-8.1:
water is available to serve

existing and future needs of the

city.

Action 5-8.1: Continue to use high-quality
water from the Sonoma Water
aqueduct system as the primary

water supply.

Action 5-8.2: Continue to require that water

supply capacity and

Action 5-8.7:

Ensure that a sufficient supply of

Action 5-8.8:

infrastructure are in place prior to

occupancy of new development.

CHAPTER 5 | SAFETY, NOISE, AND PUBLIC SERVICES AND FACILITIES

Maintain water, wastewater, and
recycled water system integrity
and capacity by seeking funding
for maintenance, rehabilitation,
and replacement of existing
infrastructure.

Decline requests for extension of
water beyond the Urban Growth
Boundary, except in cases of
existing documented health
hazards and in areas where the
City has entered into prior
contractual agreements to
provide services, in collaboration
with the County and LAFCO.

Evaluate the City’s long-term
water supply strategies, including
development of new sources of
water supply, enhanced water
efficiency programs, expanded
use of recycled water, and
implementation of appropriate
growth control measures if
deemed necessary by the City.

Work with State agencies to
identify water quality issues and
apply for remediation funds as
needed.

Complete and implement the
Water Supply Alternatives Plan to
mitigate potential impacts of
climate change, drought, and
natural or human caused
catastrophic events by enhancing
water supply resiliency and
reliability.

Continue working with the Santa
Rosa Plain Groundwater
Sustainability Agency to
implement the Groundwater
Sustainability Plan and achieve
sustainability of local
groundwater resources.
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#261

Posted by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 4:56pm [Comment ID: 385] - Link

Type: Question -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

Where does residential and perhaps commercial graywater fit into this picture? Do
you have policies/actions exploring these for benefits and risks and providing for safe
and useful implementation of same?
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Policy 5-8.2:

Action 5-8.9:

Action 5-8.10:

Action 5-8.11:

Action 5-8.12:

Action 5-8.13:

Action 5-8.14:

Action 5-8.15:

Policy 5-8.3:

Action 5-8.16:

Conserve water and maintain
water quality.

Regularly monitor water quality
to maintain high levels of water
quality for human consumption
and for other life systems in the

region.

Require new development
projects to provide water-efficient
landscaping in accordance with
the City’'s Water Efficient
Landscape Ordinance.

Continue to educate community
members about low-cost water
efficiency improvements in
homes and businesses.

Continue to comply with
statewide regulations for long-
term urban water use efficiency.

Promote water efficiency through
public education, incentives,
rebates, technical assistance, and
information about indoor and
outdoor water use efficiency
measures.

Encourage property owners to
install rainwater catchment and
greywater systems in new
developments or major retrofits.

Encourage property owners to
install permeable paving,
bioswales, and other green
infrastructure components in new
and significantly renovated
hardscape projects.

Ensure water distribution lines
are adequate for existing and
future populations.

Continue to require that
developers improve water
distribution infrastructure if
needed to serve the demands of
new development.

Action 5-8.17:

Action 5-8.18:

Action 5-8.19:

Continue to identify funding
sources for water infrastructure
projects on the Capital
Improvement Program list.

Evaluate both the upfront
(capital) and ongoing
maintenance cost commitments
of new projects and/or programs
prior to approval.

Evaluate costs and benefits of
new and existing water projects
before diverting
funding/resources needed for
proper management of existing
infrastructure.

Action 5-8.20:Actively maintain an inventory of

Policy 5-8.4:

Action 5-8.21:

existing infrastructure and
associated operations and
maintenance requirements
(staffing and budget) in addition
to capital and operations and
maintenance of planned
infrastructure.

Ensure that adequate sewer
capacity is available to serve
existing and future needs of the
city.

Maintain existing levels of
wastewater service by preserving
and improving infrastructure,
including replacing sewer mains,
as necessary.

Action 5-8.22: Decline requests for extension of

Action 5-8.23:

Action 5-8.24:

sewer services beyond the Urban
Growth Boundary.

Implement the Sewer Master
Plan via projects identified in the
Capital Improvement Program.

Regularly review wastewater
treatment and biosolids
management strategies to
accommodate growth.

5.4 40raft_GeneraiRan allpages RSpdl o) AN 2050

Page 254

Printed 10/02/2023



#262

Posted by ari on 09/23/2023 at 7:48pm [Comment ID: 451] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

yeeesssss!!! partner with landscapers (including students at srjc/ssu if they have a
similar program) and nurseries to offer incentives to property owners replacing
lawns. incentivise for developers as well
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Action 5-8.25: \Work with regional partners

(notably Rohnert Park, Cotati,
Sebastopol, Southpark County
Sanitation District, and Sonoma
Water) to build consensus on
maintenance, rehabilitation,
modernization, and resilience
improvements at facilities that
provide service to them, such as
the Laguna Treatment Plant.

Action 5-8.26: Complete and implement the

Storm Drain Master Plan.

Action 5-8.27:Improve stormwater

management to increase
infiltration, provide treatment,
promote groundwater recharge,
reduce flood risk, capture trash,

and/or enhance the environment.

Action 5-8.28:/mplement mitigation measures

Action 5-8.29:FEvaluate stormwater capture and

to mimic the pre-development
water balance through
infiltration, evapotranspiration,
and capture and reuse of
stormwater.

reuse consistent with goals of the
Santa Rosa Citywide Creek
Master Plan and the MS4 NPDES
permit to preserve natural
conditions of waterways,
minimize channelization of
creeks, and protect water quality;
identify, educate, label, and
promote community awareness
that storm drains flow untreated
into creeks.

Action 5-8.30:Maintain an inventory of storm

Policy 5-8.5:

drain facilities and maintenance
needs.

Meet the city’s solid waste
disposal needs, while
maximizing opportunities for
waste reduction and recycling.

Action 5-8.31: Continue public education

programs about waste reduction,
including recycling, composting,
yard waste, wood waste, and
household hazardous waste.

Action 5-8.32: Aim to achieve multibenefit

Policy 5-8.6:

projects for a “one-water”
approach to include stormwater
quality (low impact development
features) on a large scale, flood
mitigation, creek restoration, and
increased groundwater recharge.

Identify and alleviate impacts
from groundwater threats and
solid waste.

Action 5-8.33: Consult with appropriate

regional, State, and federal
agencies to monitor water quality
and address local sources of
groundwater and soil
contamination, including possible
underground storage tanks,
septic tanks, and industrial uses,
as necessary, to achieve State
and federal water quality
standards.

Action 5-8.34:Monitor the Solid Waste

Information System (SWIS) and
Closed, lllegal, and Abandoned
(CIA) Disposal Sites Program to
identify solid waste sites and
facilities that are illegal,
abandoned, or have not met the
standards for closure. Work with
State agencies to investigate and
enforce standards for sites, with
prioritization of sites within and
near EPAs.

Action 5-8.35: |dentify solid waste and

hazardous waste facilities that do
not comply with standards for
preventing contamination of air,
water, and soil with hazardous
waste. Work with owners of those
facilities to upgrade those
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facilities to meet those standards,
prioritizing facilities in EPAs.

Education and Learning

Schools

As shown on Figure 5-17, the Planning Area is
served by eight public school districts, a
community college, and 27 private schools
ranging from nursery/preschool to college. The
public school districts cover the entire Planning
Area, and private schools are sprinkled
throughout the community offering alternative
religious, special-needs, and other specialized
programs. Santa Rosa Junior College also offers
continuing education programs. The City is not
responsible for administration of any schools but
works cooperatively with each district and
school to support student success.

Libraries

The Sonoma County Library serves the Santa
Rosa community and operates four branches in
the Planning Area: Central Library, Northwest
Santa Rosa Library, Rincon Valley Library, and
Roseland Community Library, as shown on
Figure 5-17.

These facilities are critical to supporting public
education, supplementing local school library
resources, and providing access to the internet
for members of the public, including those who
may lack those resources at home.
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Goals, Policies, and Actions

Goal 5-9: Help provide superior and lifelong

educational opportunities for all community
members.

Policy 5-9.1: Provide high-quality educational
opportunities for all members of
the community, especially
children, youth, and seniors.

Action 5-9.1: Work with schools to locate sites
and facilities to serve all
neighborhoods and the
educational needs of all sectors of
the population, including:

e Safe pedestrian and bicycle
access and traffic-calming
measures in the vicinity.

e Attractive design that
contributes to neighborhood
identity and pride.

e Partner with the Police
Department to create a safe
learning environment.

Action 5-9.2: Continue cooperation with Santa
Rosa Junior College
administration to improve
accessibility and quality of local
community college education.

Policy 5-9.2: Support the ability of physical
library facilities and online
platforms to meet the needs of
the community.

Action 5-9.3: Continue to work with County
library officials to provide a wide
range of library services through a
strong central facility plus local
branches needed to equitably
serve a growing and diverse
population.

Action 5-9.4: Support the development of
additional library facilities,

especially where needed to serve
Equity Priority Populations, and
assist the library administration in
its attempts to secure State and
federal funds for facilities and
services.

Action 5-9.5: As feasible, require community
shopping centers and other major
developments to incorporate sites
and/or building spaces for branch
facilities, pursuant to the library
administration’s Master Plan.

Police and Fire

Police Services and Facilities

The Santa Rosa Police Department (SRPD),
Sonoma County Sheriff's Office (Sheriff),
California Highway Patrol, and on-campus Santa
Rosa Junior College District Police provide law
enforcement services in the Santa Rosa
Planning Area. The SRPD has primary
responsibility within the city limits, the Sheriff's
Office provides services to unincorporated areas
of the Planning Area, and the California Highway
Patrol provides traffic enforcement on State and
local freeways and unincorporated County
roadways. Mutual-aid agreements between
these agencies allow for joint responses to
emergencies.

SRPD services include community-oriented
patrol operations and traffic enforcement. The
main Santa Rosa Police Department station
(shown with other law enforcement offices on
Figure 5-18) is next to Santa Rosa Fire
Department Station 1. This complex is commonly
referred to as the Public Safety Building.
Although SRPD does not have plans to expand
its facilities, the Public Safety Building is aging
and in need of extensive repairs and updates.
Based on current conditions and anticipated
growth, SRPD has stated that it needs:

e A larger facility with an on-site training
center within the next 10 years.
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e Two additional substations, one in east
Santa Rosa and one in the Roseland
neighborhood.

To better serve the community, the City recently
formed a new crisis response program—
iINRESPONSE: Mental Health Support Team—
that works in partnegship with SRPD to answer
calls for service wit ‘mental health first”
approach. The team consists of a licensed
mental health clinician, a paramedic, and a
homeless outreach specialist, with multiple
supporting services providers available to assist.

Fire Protection Services and
Facilities

Santa Rosa Fire Department (SRFD) is
responsible for protecting life, property, and the
environment from fire, explosion, and hazardous
materials incidents. SRFD responds to calls
involving structure, wildland, and other fires;
alarm responses; medical emergencies;
hazardous materials incidents; automobile
accidents; and citizen calls for assistance.

The City operates 10 fire stations throughout the
city to expedite response times, as shown on
Figure 5-19. In addition, the Fire Department has
an automatic-aid agreement with the Sonoma
County and Kenwood Fire Protection Districts,
plus CAL FIRE in some areas of the City. To
continue to provide high service levels in the
future, SRFD has identified the need to develop
one new fire station and relocate two existing
stations.
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Posted by ari on 09/23/2023 at 7:50pm [Comment ID: 452] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

inresponse is awesome. prioritize sending more unarmed people with deescalation
training to nonviolent calls
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Goals, Policies, and Actions

Goal 5-10: Provide efficient and effective

police and fire services for all members of
the community.

Policy 5-10.1: Increase investments in
community safety.

Action 5-10.1: Maintain efficient, well-trained,
and adequately equipped police
and fire personnel.

Action 5-10.2: Periodically review and update
the Santa Rosa Fire Department
Strategic Plan and Standards of
Coverage to address the following
needs if necessary:

e Staffing levels

e Station location/placement

e Changing equipment needs

e Training requirements

e Response time criteria

e Areas lacking adequate service

e Projection of future
emergency service needs

Action 5-10.3: Periodically update first
@responder training requirements
to meet local, State, and federal
standards.

Action 5-10.4: Enhance police department
staffing to achieve a response
time of under 6 minutes
anywhere in the service area.

Action 5-10.5: Expand the equity and diversity of
emergency personnel to better
reflect the makeup of the city.

Action 5-10.6: Enhance employee wellness and
mental health support to enable
better service to the community
by all emergency personnel.

Policy 5-10.2: Collaborate with neighboring
communities to better serve
community members and
businesses.

Action 5-10.7: Coordinate with Sonoma County
on police and.fire services to
achieve cosé‘ective
improvements to service levels.

Policy 5-10.3: Focus policing efforts on
community-based solutions.

Action 5-10.8: Assist neighborhoods and
increase c unity contact
through t ommunity Oriented
Policing Program.

Action 5-10.9: Study and agtively pursue
infrastruct mprovements as
needed, including, but not limited
to, constructing new police and
fire stations (outside of high
hazard risk areas) and acquiring
new emergency vehicles and
equipment.

Action 5-10.10: Study the opportunities and
constraints of a community
benefit fund compared to
impact fees as part of the next
Fee Study Update.

Action 5-10.11: Enhance and explore ways to
expand the INRESPONSE model
and continue to provide a high
level of mental health support to
the community.

Action 5-10.12: Enhance police services using
innovative technology and an
equitable approach for resource
allocation.

Action 5-10.13: Prioritize violent crime reduction
and tro@jofety solutions
throug ovative strategies
and partnerships with key
stakeholders.
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#264

Posted by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 5:39pm [Comment ID: 386] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

add cultural and unconscious bias training into the mix of regular and refresher
training using best practices and community input for training topics

#265

Posted by Denise H. on 09/05/2023 at 5:36pm [Comment ID: 297] - Link

Type: Suggestion

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

Prioritize the SRPD implementation of the Shot Spotter program and expand the
drone program to address the on-going issue of side shows and illegal fireworks.

#266

Posted by Denise H. on 09/05/2023 at 5:34pm [Comment ID: 296] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

Provide traffic enforcement and re-activate cameras at major intersections to
capture red light runnners.

#267

Posted by Denise H. on 09/05/2023 at 5:33pm [Comment ID: 295] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

Make the Bicycle Cop program a priority for funding.

#268

Posted by THEA HENSEL on 09/05/2023 at 9:02pm [Comment ID: 311] - Link

Type: Suggestion o

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

The Fire Dept needs to be more openminded about things such as roundabouts, curb
entries, etc. when community planning for an area or bike lanes and look at
successes of other communities.

#269

Posted by Denise H. on 09/05/2023 at 5:32pm [Comment ID: 294] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

Encourage the County to provide an adequate number (currenlty 16 for entire
county) of long- and short-term mental health beds so wait times for treatment are
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reduced, families are nearby, and length of treatment is adequate.
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Action 5-10.14: Partner with other public and
private organizations to create
public awareness of the
existence of various forms of
racism and discrimination,
explicit and implicit bias, and the
health inequities they
exacerbate.

B ol I no 16 o 2o P Laoioo
Dran_ocrerart ar_ai pageS_NSPul T agczo7 et ITOTOZrZUZS

SANTA ROSA GENERAL PLAN 2050 5-53



CHAPTER 5 | SAFETY, NOISE, AND PUBLIC SERVICES AND FACILITIES

This page was intentionally left blank.

16

B ol I no. o aco P Laoioo
prarc_oemerart ar_air pagesS_—nS Pt T agezo0 = TIMetTOTOZrZ0ZS

5-54 SANTA ROSA GENERAL PLAN 2050



CHAPTER 6 | HEALTH, EQUITY, AND ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE
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6. Health, Equity, and Environmental

Justice

Like many communities, Santa Rosa faces long-
standing inequities and health disparities
etween certain areas and groups in the city.
he General Plan aims to name these issues and
present meaningful solutions.

The focus of this chapter is on promoting
physical and mental health; creating equity
across all aspects of the built, economic, and
social environments; and fostering
environmental justice. Awareness about equity
and environmental justice is increasingly
common, with consensus building around
definitions like the ones here.

Equity is the state, quality, or ideal of being

just, impartial, and fair. It involves providing

people what they need to enjoy full, healthy
lives.

Source: Annie E. Casey Foundation, 2023

Environmental Justice is the fair treatment
and meaningful involvement of people of all
races, cultures, incomes, and national origins
with respect to the development, adoption,
implementation, and enforcement of
environmental laws, regulations, and policies.

Source: California Government Code, Section
65040.12(e)

Health, equity, and environmental justice are key
priorities for the Santa Rosa community. With
the passage in 2016 of California Senate Bill (SB)
1000, the Planning for Healthy Communities Act,
Environmental Justice is now among the
mandatory elements in a general plan, to
advance environmental justice for the areas that
suffer most from a combination of economic,
health, and environmental burdens. As
introduced in Chapter 2, Land Use and
Economic Development, in Santa Rosa these are
termed Equity Priority Areas (EPAS). Santa Rosa's
EPAs are depicted on Figure 2-4 (Chapter 2).

The City used the California Communities
Environmental Health Screening Tool
(CalEnviroScreen) to help identify significant
community health factors impacting each EPA.
CalEnviroScreen (discussed in detail in Chapter
2) scores a range of factors related to pollution
burden and population characteristics. Table 6-1
shows the scores for select factors for each
census tract with an EPA. The factors in the table
are those in which any of the identified EPA
tracts has a score of 75 or greater (marked by an
asterisk), indicating that it fares worse in that
category than 75 percent or more of all census
tracts in the state. Each tract with an EPA scores
in the top quartile of several factors.
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#270

Posted by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 7:55pm [Comment ID: 387] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

| strongly believe that reparations are needed for Black, Indigenous and Other
Peoples of Color. We have the opportunity to review Santa Rosa's role in creating
some of the long-standing inequities and health disparities noted here. California
has recently conducted a review of harms stemming from slavery suffered by African
Americans in our country and state. The California Reparations Report details this
work and hundreds of recommendations. This effort can also be a model for
conducting our own local review of harms and potential recommendations for
reparations for Black folks in our city and for Indigenous and other Peoples of Color
as well. Not only do | urge Santa Rosa to include something like this in this chapter
to help heal all of us but also to actively support efforts at the state and national
level to do the same and implement reparations recommendations.
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Equity Priority Areas or EPAs are areas in
Santa Rosa where residents suffer most from
economic, health, and environmental
burdens. Environmental justice needs and
health and equity considerations of EPAs
have priority in some of the goals, policies,
and actions in this and other chapters of the
General Plan.

Goals, policies, and actions in all chapters of the
General Plan address the top factors impacting
environmental justice (see Table 6-1), health, and

equity, prioritizing the needs of EPAs and
selected Equity Priority Populations, as

appropriate. Similarly, some goals, policies, and
actions prioritize implementation in the Areas of
Change that the community identified for focus

of City resources.

Areas of Change are places the City will
focus efforts to address housing, services,
connectivity, and/or infrastructure needs to
help make these complete neighborhoods.
Some goals, policies, and actions throughout
the General Plan prioritize Areas of Change
for activities that promote complete

neighborhoods, such as active transportation

infrastructure, quality housing, healthy food
options, opportunities for social connections,

and access to parks and commmercial services.

Areas of Change are depicted on Figure 2-5
and discussed in more detail in Chapter 2,
Land Use and Economic Development.

Chapter Contents

Health for All Residents

Food Access and Urban Agriculture
Violence Prevention, Safety, and
Equitable Policing

Parks

Youth, Family, and Seniors

L 20 2

CHAPTER 6 | HEALTH, EQUITY, AND ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE

This chapter is organized around key goals
intended to implement the community’'s vision
for Santa Rosa. These goals and their associated
policies and actions are especially pertinent to
the following components of the Santa Rosa
Forward Vision Statement:

e Just: Social and environmental justice are
achieved for everyone—all abilities, ages,
ethnicities, gender identities,
immigration status, income levels,
language speakers, races, religions,
sexual orientations and identities,
EVERYONE.

e Inclusive: Everyone is welcome and
actively encouraged to join in
neighborhood and citywide decision
making, and barriers to participation are
identified and eliminated.

e Healthy: All neighborhoods have low
pollution level and good air quality, are
vibrant, connected, full-service
communities, with the resources to be
civically organized, and anchored by
inclusive and accessible public outdoor
spaces and buildings offering safe and
welcoming places for everyone. Every
person has the opportunity to attain their
full health potential.

e Equitable: Everyone has what they need
to enjoy long, fulfilling, healthy lives,
including affordable access to meet their
daily needs—including healthy food,
recreation, education, childcare,
employment opportunities, reliable
internet, and physical and mental health
services.

e Safe: Streets are safe; public safety
services are provided by caring and
thoughtful community members who
are representative of and familiar with
the neighborhoods, groups, and
individuals they serve; and everyone,
including immigrants and people of
color, can safely access these services.
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e Educated: Life-long education,
enrichment, and supportive services and
resources engage and empower young
people, strengthen families (of any family
structure), connect and activate seniors,
and foster the success and well-being of
everyone.

Figure 6-1illustrates some of the key concepts
addressed in this chapter.

Relationship to Other
Chapters

In addition to the goals, policies, and actions in
this chapter, other elements and chapters of the
General Plan have goals, policies, and actions
that are relevant to health, equity, and
environmental justice:

e The Housing Element includes goals,
policies, and programs to address the
community's housing needs, including
housing quality and affordability.

e Chapter 2, Land Use and Economic
Development, and Chapter 3, Circulation,
Open Space, Conservation, and
Greenhouse Gas Reduction, have policies
that support reduced exposure to GHG
emissions from vehicular traffic and
emissions reductions overall.

e Chapter 3, Circulation, Conservation, and
GHG Reduction, also includes policies
and actions supporting increased
opportunities for physical activity with
improvements to the city's active
transportation network.

e Chapter 5, Climate Resilience, Safety,
Noise, and Public Services, addresses
safety from hazardous waste exposure
and brownfield site cleanup.
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TABLE 6-1
CalEnviroScreen 4.0 Rankings of Santa Rosa’s Census Tracts with EPAs

Equity Priority Area 3104 3200
(by Census Tract)

Overall Percentiles

CalEnviroScreen 4.0 Percentile 75* 73
Exposures

Diesel Particulate Matter 96* 31

Traffic 78* 73
Lead from Housing 87* 47
Environmental Effects

Groundwater Threats 98* 89*
Hazardous Waste 47 76*
Solid Waste 36 98*
Sensitive Population

Asthma 80* 80*
Cardiovascular Disease 89* 89*
Socioeconomic Factors

Education 82* 74
Linguistic Isolation 81* 56
Poverty 78* 62
Housing Burden 88* 83*

Source: CalEnviroScreen 4.0, 2023.
*Top 75 percent of all census tracts in California.
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Equity Priority Area

(by Census Tract)

Overall Percentiles
CaIEnvir.oScreen 4.0 YA 46 47 24 5]
Percentile
Exposures
Diesel Particulate Matter 66 57 88* 22 64
Traffic 74 78* 85* 33 79*
Lead from Housing 23 47 62 56 53
Environmental Effects
Groundwater Threats 78* 91* 96* 72 97*
Hazardous Waste 96* 59 88* 56 65
Solid Waste 36 0 59 13 91*
Sensitive Population
Asthma 64 66 42 66 48
Cardiovascular Disease 60 62 36 62 50
Socioeconomic Factors
Education 54 81* 49 80* 54
Linguistic Isolation N/A 79* 62 74 44
Poverty 37 73 45 70 63
Unemployment N/A 4] 65 47 78*
Housing Burden 32 62 61 47 64
Source: CalEnviroScreen 4.0, 2023.
*Top 75 percent of all census tracts in California.
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Equity Priority Area

(by Census Tract) 3002 3103 3102 1402 1401
Overall Percentiles
CaIEnvir.oScreen 4.0 o 48 61 74 43
Percentile
Exposures
Diesel Particulate Matter 66 66 83* 77* 34
Traffic 77* 37 86* 85* 41
Lead from Housing 62 61 72 36 46
Environmental Effects
Groundwater Threats 98* 86* 92* 97* 82*
Hazardous Waste 57 46 46 76* 54
Solid Waste o1* 51 12 87* 12
Sensitive Population
Asthma 64 8o* 8o* 51 48
Cardiovascular Disease 71 89* 89* 56 53
Socioeconomic Factors
Education 69 83* 79* 73 77*
Linguistic Isolation 56 75* 64 74 45
Poverty 51 68 69 78* 62
Unemployment 31 58 56 55 73
Housing Burden 40 26 41 68 46
Source: CalEnviroScreen 4.0, 2023.
*Top 75 percent of all census tracts in California.
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Figure 6-1: Visualizing the Concepts
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Health for All Residents

The City of Santa Rosa is committed to
maintaining and enhancing the health and
quality of life for the community by integrating
“Health in All Policies,” a practice that
incorporates community and individual well-
being into decision-making across all City
government sectors and policy areas. This
philosophy recognizes that a variety of
environmental, social, and socioeconomic
factors impact health outcomes, which are
collectively called “social determinants of
health.”

Social determinants of health are the
conditions in which we live, learn, work, and
play. These conditions include a broad range
of socioeconomic and environmental factors,
such as air and water quality, the quality of
the built environment (such as housing, land
use, transportation access and availability;
street, park, playground, and workplace
safety), opportunities for employment,
income, early childhood development and
education, access to healthy foods, health
insurance coverage and access to health care
services, safety from crime and violence,
culturally and linguistically appropriate
services in all sectors, and protection against
institutionalized forms of racism and
discrimination.

Source: Let's Get Healthy California

Residents in Santa Rosa EPAs suffer from high
rates of asthma and cardiovascular disease (as
shown in Table 6-1). Leading causes of these

diseases include environmental factors like air

pollution, as well as factors such as poor diet and

smoking. Many EPAs have lower life
expectancies than other local communities, as
shown on Figure 6-2. Once an individual has a
health issue requiring medical assistance,
addressing the issue necessitates access to
affordable care, which is not currently available
to all community members.

CHAPTER 6 | HEALTH, EQUITY, AND ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE

Social determinants of health impacting
community outcomes in Santa Rosa are best
understood and addressed by working in
partnership with impacted community
members, engaging EPAs and Equity Priority
Populations in the planning and decision-
making processes. Unfortunately, these
processes have often overlooked or excluded
low-income populations and people of color. To
overcome this historical pattern and
meaningfully address health, equity, and
environmental justice, the City of Santa Rosa
must take proactive measures to eliminate
barriers to participation in these processes.

Goals, Policies, and Actions

Goal 6-1: Improve health and well-being for
all community members by emphasizing

community health in all City policies,
programs, actions, and activities.

Policy 6-1.1: Promote efforts to improve
community health outcomes
and ensure that City
investments support community
health goals whenever possible.

Action 6-1.1: Apply for grants to fund programs
and projects to improve
community health outcomes.

Action 6-1.2: Work with health service
organizations, including Sonoma
County Health and Human
Services, to identify
environmental risk factors for
asthma, especially in EPAs and
areas where more than 10
percent of adults have asthma.
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Action 6-1.3:

Action 6-1.4:

Action 6-1.5:

Action 6-1.6:

Action 6-1.7:

Action 6-1.8:

Action 6-1.9:

Adopt a Health in All Policies
ordinance and strategy to
institutionalize a collaborative
approach to improving the health
of Santa Rosa residents by
incorporating health,
sustainability, and equity
considerations into City decision
making across all sectors and
policy areas.

Apply Health in All Policies criteria
to all capital projects to ensure
that they promote health equity
(e.g., supporting safe and active
transportation).

Develop a channel or protocol for
Health in All Policies City inter-
departmental collaboration,
including task forces, training,
and formal and ad hoc working
groups to coordinate
implementation of the General
Plan and other City initiatives.

Provide training for City staff and
officials about how the built
environment and transportation
choices affect health equity,
economic opportunity, well-being,
and quality of life.

Maintain at least one Cig staff
position that bridges p ing,
transportation, health, and equity.

Adopt healthy development
guidelines or checklists to track
and monitor how new
developments are incorporating
health-promoting features (such
as opportunities for physical
activity, healthy food, drinking
water, urban farming, quality
affordable housing, and
sustainable design).

Update the Zoning Code to
require health impact

CHAPTER 6 | HEALTH, EQUITY, AND ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE

assessments for nonresidential
developments of 100,00&esquare
feet or more in EPAs to@wtiﬁ/
and mitigate any potential
negative health implications of
the project.

Health Impact Assessments help evaluate
the potential health effects of a plan, project,
or policy before it is built or implemented.
They provide practical recormmendations to
increase positive health effects and minimize
negative health effects.

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention,
2016

Action 6-1.10: In annual reports on General Plan
implementation, include updates
regarding community-wide
health, such as changes in life

@expectcmcy and other relevant
metrics related to social
determinants.

Action 6-1.11: Distribute social and economic
resources equitably throughout
the city so EPAs enjoy equal
benefits of the city and are not
disproportionately burdened by
environmental pollution or other
hazards.

Action 6-1.12: Prioritize funding for services,
amenities, and infrastructure in
EPAs.

Ensure that all Santa Rosa
residents can easily access
primary and emergency health
care facilities and medical
services.

Policy 6-1.2:

Action 6-1.13: Evaluate whether the circulation
network or transit system needs
changes to improve access to
medical facilities, including by
active transportation modes, for
everyone in Santa Rosa, including
transit-dependent people, low-
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#271

Posted by Autumn Buss on 07/31/2023 at 4:50pm [Comment ID: 137] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

This is a great idea!

#2172

Posted by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 7:59pm [Comment ID: 389] - Link

Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

Absolutely!

And consider a public facing dashboard or other progress monitoring program.

#2173

Posted by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 7:58pm [Comment ID: 388] - Link

Type: Question -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

Why 100,000 square feet as a threshold? | would support a lesser threshold unless it
can be shown that under 100,000 will nearly always result in no impacts.
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income community members, individuals and families, racial or
seniors, and people with ethnic groups experiencing
disabilities. disparate health outcomes,

individuals with limited English
proficiency, and people who are
unhoused.

Action 6-1.14: Explore incentives for the
establishment of neighborhood-
serving health clinics and
facilities. Action 6-2.1: Evaluate and adjust City policies,

programs, and services, including

budget allocation, to ensure that
they promote fairness, equity, and
justice, including within EPAs.

Action 6-1.15: Implement any necessary
changes to the circulation
network or transit system to
ensure accessibility to medical
facilities, prioritizing EPAs. Action 6-2.2: Modify City processes, programs,

and materials, as needed, to

address social determinants of
health and support the needs of

Action 6-1.16: Participate in collaborative efforts
with Sonoma County, State
agencies, and health

organizations to provide EPAS.

information and outreach about Action 6-2.3: |dentify resource distribution gaps
options for accessing medical and provide and distribute
coverage and care, prioritizing internal and external City

EPAs and Equity Priority resources in ways that are
Populations likely to have trouble equitable and transparent.

accessing care, including low-
income individuals and families,
racial or ethnic groups
experiencing disparate health
outcomes, individuals who have
limited English proficiency, and
people who are unhoused.

Action 6-2.4: Participate in Health Action
Together, the nonprofit public-
private partnership leading and
supporting cross-sector efforts to
reduce inequities across Sonoma
County identified in the 2021
Portrait of Sonoma report on well-

Goal 6-2: Advance health equity by being and access to opportunity.

understanding and addressing key social Action 6-2.5: Implement and update, as
determinants of health. needed, the Santa Rosa Equity
Workplan, to advance diversity,
equity, inclusion, and belonging in
the City as an employer and in
the plans, policies, and practices
that the City institutes for the
benefit of all who live, learn, work,
or play in Santa Rosa.

Policy 6-2.1: Promote awareness and
recognition of the role of social
determinants of health and
health inequities, and ensure
that City policies, services,
programs, and actions can
improve the lives and well-being
of everyone in the community,
especially in EPAs and among
Equity Priority Populations at a
higher risk for health inequities,
including low-income
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The Equity Work Plan comprises 30
recommendations from City employees to
improve equity, diversity, and belonging in
City operations. These include better
recruiting among underrepresented groups,
promoting people equitably, decreasing
workplace isolation, forming an employee
task force, and hiring a Diversity, Equity, and
Equal Employment Officer.

Action 6-2.6:

Policy 6-2.2:

Action 6-2.7:

Action 6-2.8:

Action 6-2.9;

Coordinate with Sonoma County
Health and Human Services and
other health organizations to
provide public outreach and
education on how lifestyle
changes can affect health
through newsletters, the City
website, and social media.

Encourage community, social,
and emotional health—the
ability to understand and
manage emotions and to form
social connections and
relationships—for everyone in
Santa Rosa, eliminating health
inequities due to race and
income.

Develop and implement
standards, policies, strategies,
and practices that value and
foster an internal culture of
employee well-being,
transformation, and belonging
throughout the City organization,
as well as wellness strategies and
trauma care programs to support
physical, mental, and emotional
health.

Implement policies, programs,
and actions that increase social
and emotional health and self-
care for everyone in Santa Rosa.

Partner with Sonoma County
Health and Human Services and

CHAPTER 6 | HEALTH, EQUITY, AND ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE

Action 6-2.10:

Action 6-2.11;

Action 6-2.12;

Action 6-2.13;

Policy 6-2.3:

Action 6-2.14:

Action 6-2.15;

criminal justice, school, faith-
based, and other organizations to
create public awareness and
sensitivity to the needs of people
with behavioral health challenges
and provide support for those
needing services, particularly in
EPAs and among Equity Priority
Populations.

Develop and promote
opportunities for Santa Rosa
community members to
experience or participate in arts,
cultural, and related activities
that can enhance mental health
and connection with other
community members.

Implement regional, State, and
national policies and best
practices that promote racial
equity.

Continue to build organizational
and institutional skills and
commitment to advance racial
equity and eliminate institutional
and structural racism.

Partner with other public and
private organizations to create
public awareness of the existence
of various forms of racism and
discrimination, explicit and
implicit bias, and the health
inequities they exacerbate.

Prevent, disincentivize, and
reduce harmful addictive
behaviors.

Restrict tobacco and alcohol
retailers near schools, youth-
populated areas, and senior
facilities, and in areas with a high
density of existing tobacco
retailers, particularly in EPAs.

Partner with local, regional, and
State organizations to promote
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#274

Posted by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 8:13pm [Comment ID: 391] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

It seems like other actions are needed to ensure achieving this policy.

| suspect there is a great deal more that can be done with intervention besides
restricting retail and education. My suggestion is that other upstream and
downstream actions be researched and priorities be developed in communication
with the community and experts in this field and that a dashboard or other
public-facing progress monitoring programs be developed for this policy area, too.

#2175

Posted by ari on 09/24/2023 at 4:11pm [Comment ID: 467] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

restating- incentive for developers to add murals made/designed by
residents/neighbors

#276

Posted by ari on 09/24/2023 at 4:16pm [Comment ID: 468] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

even with the flavored vape ban, they are still incredibly easy to get and very
popular with young people. a complete ban on disposable vapes (only selling
refillable ones and the juice that goes in them) and/or only specialty smoke shops
being allowed to sell them rather than convenience stores would cut down on use
and reduce waste
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Action 6-2.16:

Policy 6-2.4:

Action 6-2.17:

Action 6-2.18:

Action 6-2.19:

Action 6-2.20:

public awareness about the
potential risks of opioid abuse,
and the use of alcohol, tobacco,
and other drugs that affect Santa
Rosa community members.

Update Zoning Code sections
governing nonconforming uses to
consider phasing out
nonconforming uses over time.

Address conditions contributing
to risk of asthma and adverse air
quality.

Work with Sonoma County Public
Health Division to reduce risk of
asthma through land use
planning and programs across
the city.

Evaluate the efficacy of the City’s
existing Breathe Easy program to
minimize exposures to tobacco
and consider program
modifications, if appropriate.

Work with Sonoma County,
surrounding agricultural
producers, and farmers to protect
areas with sensitive populations
from pesticide drift by restricting
the use of pesticides in these
areas. Promote alternatives such
as integrated pest management
and regenerative agriculture.

Disseminate information to
tenants and property owners
about methods to reduce asthma
and other health issues by
improving indoor air quality,
including by adding air
conditioning and reducing and
preventing indoor mold growth.

Goal 6-3: Promote meaningful community
engagement and empower residents

through inclusive commmunication, outreach,
and capacity-building to participate in City
planning and decision making.

Policy 6-3.1:

Action 6—@

Action 6-3.2:

Action 6-3.3:;

Ensure meaningful public
engagement processes and
events that make it possible for
everyone—especially EPAs, low-
income populations, and
limited-English proficient
individuals—to participate and
influence outcomes.

Engage all community
members—prioritizing EPASs, low-
income populations, and
individuals with limited English
proficiency—in the planning and
decision-making processes by
using culturally appropriate and
accessible channels, including:

e Provide translation services
relevant to the area.

e Provide childcare.

e Hold engagement
opportunities in different
locations throughout the
community, at different times
of the day and week, and use
different channels (e.g., in
person and online).

e Use participatory facilitation
techniques.

e Provide healthy food and
water for people who attend in
person meetings.

e Meetin ADA-compliant
locations.

Explore developing City guidelines
and best practices to compensate
low-income residents for
engaging in City planning and
decision making to eliminate
barriers to participation.

Identify, evaluate, and eliminate
existing barriers—such as age,
income, and voter registration
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#277

Posted by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 8:05pm [Comment ID: 390] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

Absolutely! What sorts of criteria and priorities should be included with respect to
the types of non-conforming uses and length of time for phasing out? If none
immediately come to mind, consider as a separate action conducting a review in the
community for suggestions and in other communities that have undertaken this
effort.

#2178

Posted by ari on 09/24/2023 at 4:21pm [Comment ID: 470] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

do the opposite of what the county just did about farmworkers working in hazardous
air quality. work with north bay jobs with justice

#279

Posted by ari on 09/24/2023 at 4:17pm [Comment ID: 469] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

yes! good list
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Action 6-3.4:

Action 6-3.5;

Action 6-3.6:

Action 6-3.7:

Action 6-3.8:

status—for Santa Rosa residents
to serve on and engage with City
council, boards, committees, and
commissions, and prioritize
addressing barriers impacting
EPAs.

Establish a Communication and
Public Participation Working
Group that includes staff from all
City departments to collaborate
on how to engage community
members to be part of planning
or decision-making efforts,
leverage resources, avoid
duplication of efforts, and
enhance effective and
meaningful public participation,
particularly EPAs.

Develop City communication
standards and style guidelines
addressing writing style and
translation protocols and
including guidance for web, social
media, and printed documents,
so they are accessible to all
residents.

Create City of Santa Rosa
community engagement
standards, including guidance for
different City departments, to
engage with all residents
considering the unique needs of
districts, EPAs, and those most
affected by a specific issue under
consideration.

Implement an engagement
system/method to track issues
and priorities identified at the
neighborhood level to inform the
development of policies,
programs, projects, and services
and to share information across
departments.

Consider establishing advisory
committees and commissions

CHAPTER 6 | HEALTH, EQUITY, AND ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE

Action 6-3.9:;

Action 6-3.10:

Policy 6-3.2:

Action 6-3.11;

Action 6-3.12;

Action 6-3.13;

that consist of EPA community
members to review policy
considerations and advise the
City Council. Consider creating ad
hoc committees to study issues
and report findings to the City
Council.

Identify and implement strategies
to ensure that the composition of
City committees, boards, and
commissions reflect the diversity
of the community, with particular
attention to include EPA
community members.

Create an equity evaluation
framework for the annual budget
and all policies and programs
considered by the City Council to
ensure policy decisions respond to
and are accountable to EPA
residents and needs.

Inform, engage, and collaborate
with residents, organizations,
the private sector, and public
agencies to develop and
implement plans and projects
that improve community health.

Support the establishment of
neighborhood associations in
EPAs. Consi providing grants
to neighbo%d groups for block
parties and other neighborhood
events.

Establish formal and ongoing
relationships with individuals or
organizations that represent and
work with EPAs to build trust with
and create reliable channels for
community participation and
input, including engagement
outside of specific projects or
policy processes.

Partner with community-based
organizations that have
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#280

Posted by THEA HENSEL on 09/05/2023 at 9:08pm [Comment ID: 312] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

Make CAB a known commodity, give it more influence, promote it's community
representatives. Find ways to let all citizens know who their CAB rep is and what

they do.
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CHAPTER 6 | HEALTH, EQUITY, AND ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE

relationships, trust, and cultural
competency with non-English-
speaking and English-as-a-
second-language EPAs and
stakeholders to reach out on local
initiatives and issues.

Policy 6-3.3: Empower every resident of
Santa Rosa, prioritizing EPAs, to
participate in local decision
making and engage
meaningfully in planning efforts.

Action 6-3.14: Develop bilingual educational
content and provide training
programs and workshops about
civic involvement and processes
for Santa Rosa residents,
including how to participate in
City Council, board, committee,
and commission meeting, as well
as how to apply for City jobs and
become a City Council member.

Action 6-3.15;: Support local organizations in
collaborative engagement efforts
and their specific missions by
providing technical assistance,
meeting spaces, funding, data,
and other assistance, as resources
allow.

Action 6-3.16: Seek opportunities to involve
young people, meaningfully and
authentically, particularly those in
EPAs, to develop their confidence
and leadership skills.

Action 6-3.17: Maintain and expand existing
City internship programs and
fellowships so younger
community members can get
exposure to careers in the public
sector while gaining professional
experience.

Policy 6-3.4: Ensure the City has the
necessary resources to conduct
equitable, inclusive, and
meaningful community

engagement, including staff,
technology, funding, and
systems.

Action 6-3.18: Require each public-facing
department of the City to
maintain staff to engage with
and empower residents to be part
of planning and decision-making
activities.

Action 6-3.19: Develop flexible but sustained
infrastructure for two-way
information shagggg between City
and partner ag es and
community members.

Action 6-3.20:Require that all meetings,
materials, and other engagement
opportunities that use technology
are accessible by mobile devices
and support access for people
with disabilities.

Action 6-3.21: Expand digital access and
engagement opportunities by
working with other public and
private partners to invest in high-
speed internet in communities
that have low access to internet,
prioritizing access for EPAs.

Action 6-3.22: Provide free internet access in
public facilities, particularly those
in EPAs.

Goal 6-4: Maintain and enhance a culture of
language access and justice in City

communications and public participation in
planning and decision-making processes.

Policy 6-4.1: Ensure access to information by
identifying language diversity
gaps to continue engaging the
community in City projects,
programs, and services.

Action 6-4.1: Establish a Language Access and
Justice Working Group that can
identify barriers to language
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#281

Posted by ari on 09/24/2023 at 4:24pm [Comment ID: 471] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

develop a program with schools and afterschool programs where kids make
comments at public meetings, showing them how they can do it from home via
phone or email

#282

Posted by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 8:14pm [Comment ID: 392] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

Absolutely!

#283

Posted by THEA HENSEL on 09/05/2023 at 9:10pm [Comment ID: 313] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

Promote public-private partnerships and keep the public part of the partnerships in
the loop and deliver best practices with input from the informed members.
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access and justice in
communications and public

@artioipotion and define policies

Action 6-4.2:

Policy 6-4.2:

Action 6-4.3:

Action 6-4.4:

nd practices for translation and
interpretation for the City of
Santa Rosa.

Identify public documents, forms,
and events that require
translation and/or interpretation
and develop yearly budgets,
including staff time for in-house
services.

Continue to provide
interpretation and translation
services as well as assistance to
access community meetings,
services, and programs, and
direct engagement with EPAs,
low-income individuals, limited
English proficiency individuals,
and other vulnerable
populations that request
additional support.

Develop and implement a
Language Access and Justice
Plan to recognize and address the
city’s language diversity; define
policies and practices for
translation and interpretation for
every department in the City that
engages with the public.

Implement language assistance
measures for front desks or
counters, meetings, telephone
lines, services, events, documents,
forms, materials, website, apps,
and other points of contact with
community members.

Goal 6-5: Minimize risk of displacement and

gentrification while ensuring housing is safe
and sanitary for all residents.

CHAPTER 6 | HEALTH, EQUITY, AND ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE

Policy 6-5.1:

Action 6-5.1:

Action 6-5.2;

Policy 6-5.2:

Action 6-5.3;

Action 6-5.4:

Action 6-5.5;

Action 6-5.6:

Action 6-5.7:

Action 6-5.8:

Minimize displacement and
gentrification in Santa Rosa.

Identify strategies to ensure that
future improvements in EPAs will
not result in a net loss of
affordable housing or significant
preventable displacement of
residents.

Identify opportunities to preserve
the affordability of federal- and
State-subsidized units at risk of
conversion to market rate or
other affordable housing
resources.

Ensure that housing in Santa
Rosa provides safe and sanitary
environments for residents.

Prompt property owners to repair
and rehabilitate all substandard
housing, especially in EPAs.

Expand the focus areas
addressed by the City's
Neighborhood Revitalization
Program to include EPAs, with the
mission to improve living
conditions and safety and
increase property values.

Seek grants and support current
efforts to improve conditions in
older homes that may have mold,
mildew, and other contaminants.

As the City's housing stock ages,
pursue all available federal and
State funds to assist with housing
preservation and rehabilitation.

Investigate and implement
programs that incentivize
landlords to maintain properties
free of Municipal Code violations.

Require applicants for residential
remodel and rehabilitation
projects to remediate
environmental health hazards,
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#284

Posted by ari on 09/24/2023 at 4:25pm [Comment ID: 472] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

include indigenous languages

Reply by ari on 09/24/2023 at 4:30pm [Comment ID: 474] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

again north bay jobs with justice would be really helpful for this and a lot of
the things in this section

#285

Posted by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 8:15pm [Comment ID: 393] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

Absolutely!

#286

Posted by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 8:20pm [Comment ID: 394] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

consider financing mechanisms to support making these changes such as PACE
programs and low-interest revolving funds with repayments from equity in resale,
leveraging grant fund in collaborative projects with multiple goals and more

#287

Posted by ari on 09/24/2023 at 4:29pm [Comment ID: 473] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

rent control, stop building things that don't qualify as affordable housing or at least
put a strict + low limit on the amount of housing plans that get approved that aren't
affordable housing
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CHAPTER 6 | HEALTH, EQUITY, AND ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE

such as lead-based paint, mold,
mildew, and asbestos, as a
condition of approval.

Action 6-5.9: Seek funding for identifying and
remediating lead and other
environmental hazards for low-
income residents of EPAs.

Food Accs and Urban
Agriculture

Access to fresh foods, whole grains, and other
unprocessed or minimally processed foods is
essential to people’s health. In addition to retail
stores, Santa Rosa currently features five active
community gardens that help provide healthy
food options to community members.
Community gardens play a critical inthe
city, sometimes serving as the prim food
source when costs of and/or access to retail
stores are limiting factors.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture maps census
tracts where a significant number or share of
residents is more than a specified distance from
the nearest supermarket. Figure 6-3 shows the
tracts in Santa Rosa where residents are low
income and a half mile or more from the nearest
supermarket. The City designates such areas
“Healthy Food Priority Areas” to target efforts to
meet the nutritional needs of these
communities.

Goals, Policies, and Actions

Goal 6-6: Ensure that all households and
individuals have convenient, daily access to

affordable healthy food, including fresh
produce.

Policy 6-6.1: Attract and support a range of
healthy food retailers,
prioritizing EPAs and Healthy
Food Priority Areas, so that all
residents live within one mile of
a full-service grocery store, fresh
produce market, or others
offering fresh produce.

Action 6-6.1: Partner with Sonoma County
Health and Human Services to
encourage stores in Santa Rosa
to participate in the Federal Food
Assistance Program.

Action 6-6.2: Require convenience stores,
supermarkets, liquor stores, and
neighborhood and ethnic
markets to carry fre roduce,
especially in EPAs oﬁ(ea/thy
Food Priority Areas.

Action 6-6.3: Update the @ng Code to allow

farmers mar ) /
n@sidentio/ zZo districts by

right with standards.

Action 6-6.4: Consult with the local hospitals,
clinics, local school districts, Santa
Rosa Community College, and the
Californi%te University
Extensio produce and provide
educational materials and
programs aimed at promoting

and facilitating healthier
lifestyles.
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#288

Posted by Autumn Buss on 07/31/2023 at 5:03pm [Comment ID: 143] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 4, Disagree: 0

This goal should be cross-referenced with climate change resilience goals.

#289

Posted by Anne Jacopetti on 08/18/2023 at 3:49pm [Comment ID: 189] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 5, Disagree: 0

We need to expand our community gardens. 95% of our food, fresh or processed
comes from outside Sonoma County. This makes our community vulnerable in these
turbulent times. The General Plan should support growing food in gardens, parks,
yards and community spaces. This activity supports community mental as well as
physical health.

Reply by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 8:21pm [Comment ID: 395] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 2, Disagree: 0

This is also a climate resiliency action as well

#290

Posted by Anne Jacopetti on 08/18/2023 at 3:53pm [Comment ID: 190] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 4, Disagree: 0

Update the Zoning Code to allow farmers markets and farm stands in all zoning
districts, residential neighborhoods included.

Reply by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 8:23pm [Comment ID: 396] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 2, Disagree: 0

and community gardens

#291

Posted by Julia Van Soelen Kim on 09/18/2023 at 11:27am [Comment ID: 416] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

This may be in reference to the "University of California Cooperative Extension" (not
Cal State University). UC Cooperative Extension helps administer the UC CalFresh
Healthy Living Program in many counties across California. However, that program is
not currently available through UC Cooperative Extension in Sonoma County.

Reply by Laurel Chambers on 09/26/2023 at 9:59am [Comment ID: 481] - Link
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Type: Suggestion

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

We do have CalFresh Healthy Living in Sonoma County and the program does
provide education materials, but it is administered by the County Department
of Health Services, Catholic Charities, and Area Agency on Aging.

#292

Posted by Dena Allen on 08/15/2023 at 2:15pm [Comment ID: 162] - Link
Type: Suggestion

Agree: 3, Disagree: 0

Yes to Farmer's Markets in more if not all zoning districts.

#293

Posted by Autumn Buss on 07/31/2023 at 4:54pm [Comment ID: 139] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

Great idea!

#294

Posted by Autumn Buss on 07/31/2023 at 4:54pm [Comment ID: 138] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 2, Disagree: 0

In addition to fresh produce, these stores should carry milk, bread, eggs, canned
beans, and other real, unprocessed food.

#295

Posted by Roy Smith on 08/14/2023 at 8:26am [Comment ID: 160] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

Policy 6-6.1 does not match Goal 6-6, in that "fresh produce" is an inadequate
substitution for "affordable healthy food". Produce (vegetables) make up ~ 10% of
typical calories and are often the most expensive in terms of calories. To be of true
community value, market stands or outlets should include meal basics such as milk,
eggs, and bread. All of which could be produced within the local community.
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#296

Posted by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 8:29pm [Comment ID: 400] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

It looks to me like there is something wrong with this figure. For example there is a supermarket approximately where this note is anchored, one on the corner of Marlow and Guerneville Roads, and
one on the north side of West College in between Marlow/Stony Point and Dutton yet areas within less than a 1/2 mile of these locations are shaded.
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CHAPTER 6 | HEALTH, EQUITY, AND ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE

Action 6-6.5; @/ore programs with the Santa

Action 6-6.6:

Policy 6-6.2:

Action 6-6.7:

Action 6-6.8:

Action 6-6.9:

Action 6-6.10:

Policy 6-6.3:

a City School District, Sonoma
County Public Health Division,
community garden groups, and
other advocates to provide
healthy foods in schools and other
public institutions.

Distribute information and
educate low-income families and
people experiencing
homelessness about food
assistance programs.

Encourage the establishment of
local restaurants and businesses
that serve healthy food.

Update the Zoning Code to
require conditional-use-permit
review for any chain restaurant
with more than five outlets in the
nine-county Bay Area.

Require ast 300 feet between
any two food chain
operations.

Seek resources to facilitate
establishment of “microenterprise
home kitchen operations"—that
is, restaurants operated out of a
private residence—in EPAs, as
allowed by Assembly Bill 686.@

Develop a program to provide
fast-track permitting for healthy
food and grocery stores in
Healthy Food Priority Areas and
underserved areas, as well as
areas identified for increased
residential development and
mixed use.

Facilitate urban agriculture,
farming, gardening, and local
food production, @cially in
EPAs and Healthy d Priority
Areas.

Action 6-6.11:

Provide the necessary resources
to ret he cit isting
com ity gardens.

Action G-G.Eﬁupport the creation of additional

Action 6-6.1@@0

Action 6-6.14:

Action 6-6.15;

Action 6-6.16:

ommunity ga%or other
urban ag t portun/t/es
particular EPAs and Healthy
Food Priority Areas.

er updating the Zoning
allow all forms of urban
agriculture by right in all zonj
districts @r opriate,ég
including com , yard,
rooftop, indoor, on@her
gardens munity rood
production (as defined by the

State);, and on-site exchanges and
sales.

Develop an U Agriculture
ludes

ordi e th
strat s to increase access to

healthy food—particularly in EPAs
and Healthy Food Priority Areas—
and standards for operation and
soil mitigation. é

Explore the feasibility of enacting

an Urban Agric e Incentive
Zone (per Asse 51) to
allow landowner: ive tax

incentives for putting land into
agricultural use.

Partner with the County,
nonprofits, school districts,
neighborhood organizations,
faith-based organizations, and

others t@entify and develop

sites for urban ag ture
potential, an@pport all urban

agriculture ty, in sc/—@ parks,
hospitals, correction facilities, and
other public land and spaces
suitable for urban agriculture

development, including public
easements and rights-of-wa

no 16
IJIClIl Semerat-Ptan all PageS NS Pul

SANTA ROSA GENERAL PLAN 2050

6-20

o 208
ragezI0

P aaioo
et ITOTOZrZUZS



#297

Posted by Shan Magnuson on 08/24/2023 at 3:57pm [Comment ID: 211] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 2, Disagree: 0

Replace current language with "Direct city staff to convene community conversations
with Santa Rosa City School District and the other 10 school districts in Santa Rosa,
the Sonoma County Public Health Division, community and school garden groups, the
Sonoma County Food System Alliance and other healthy food advocates to explore
strategies to improve the provision of healthy food and healthy eating education in
schools and other public institutions.

#298

Posted by Wendy Krupnick on 09/04/2023 at 7:09pm [Comment ID: 254] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 4, Disagree: 0

Perhaps instead of a series of fast food outlets 300" away from each other, limiting
the number of such outlets in a neighborhood or within a designated area would be
more effective.

#299

Posted by Anne Jacopetti on 08/18/2023 at 4:15pm [Comment ID: 200] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

Yes! | support all of the equity proposals

#300

Posted by Roy Smith on 08/16/2023 at 8:00am [Comment ID: 165] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

This is an important and positive action to support local entrepreneurial business. It
also feeds directly into policy 6-6.3 "Facilitate urban agriculture" as part of a circular
economy.

The expansion of private residential family business should be encouraged and
stream-lined.

(I believe the bill referenced is AB626).

#301

Posted by Katie on 07/24/2023 at 11:05am [Comment ID: 135] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 4, Disagree: 0

Why is there nothing in this section mandating the addition of community garden
space to public parks over a certain size that are surrounded by a certain % or
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density of multifamily housing? Existing public community gardens are small and
often have waitlists, but there is so much space in places like Howarth Park and
Julliard Park to expand on or create new community garden plots.

#302

Posted by Katie on 07/24/2023 at 11:02am [Comment ID: 134] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

Very much support this.

#303

Posted by Shan Magnuson on 08/24/2023 at 4:04pm [Comment ID: 212] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

Edit Action 6-6.13 to say:

Direct city staff to convene meetings with appropriate partners to develop specific
proposals to update the Santa Rosa Zoning Code to allow for a variety of forms of
urban agriculture by right in all zoning districts where appropriate, including
community spaces, private yards, median strips, rooftops, gardens (indoor and
outdoor). Next comment is about the last two sentences in this section

#304

Posted by Lisa Pierce on 08/16/2023 at 8:00am [Comment ID: 166] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 3, Disagree: 0

This is important as it will encourage people to grow their own food if they are able
to sell surplus. Local food production is something we want to promote. Current law
is a barrier. This would be a welcome change.

#305

Posted by Dena Allen on 08/16/2023 at 11:33am [Comment ID: 170] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

Yes!

#306

Posted by Dena Allen on 08/16/2023 at 11:24am [Comment ID: 167] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

Retain and expand community gardens

#307
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Posted by Roy Smith on 08/18/2023 at 8:52am [Comment ID: 186] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

"By Right" and in accordance with California's "Right to Farm" law. All direct patron
to consumer sales should be allowed and protected, including family-scale animal
product and kitchen production (cottage industry).

Please note that urban agriculture is currently "uneconomic"” for the producer, due to
historically low food values and very high wage opportunity cost. Urban ag is a
public good supplied at the personal cost of the the farmer.

Any potential regulatory barrier or penalty will continue to suppress local food
production.

#308

Posted by Dena Allen on 08/16/2023 at 1:58pm [Comment ID: 172] - Link
Type: Suggestion

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

Yes!

#309

Posted by Shan Magnuson on 08/24/2023 at 4:06pm [Comment ID: 213] - Link

Type: Question -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

Need clarification on what "community food production (as defined by the State);
and on-site exchanges and sales.

Does this mean "Update Zoning Codes to allow for more and better community food
production sites and more and better on-side exchanges and sales? " And could
some examples of these be given?

#310

Posted by Dena Allen on 08/16/2023 at 11:32am [Comment ID: 169] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 2, Disagree: 0

It is super important to put in place the least restrictive and low to no cost
ordinances for growing produce and small animal keeping and allowing the sale of
surplus for food security in urban areas. SR could be a positive model for other
jurisdictions in Sonoma County.

#311

Posted by Dena Allen on 08/16/2023 at 11:28am [Comment ID: 168] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 2, Disagree: 0

Yes to increasing community gardens, find more locations.
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#312

Posted by Carol Henderson on 08/17/2023 at 3:29pm [Comment ID: 182] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

When the next disaster strikes, we need access to local food. It is important to
explore all options for food security.

#313

Posted by Autumn Buss on 07/31/2023 at 5:00pm [Comment ID: 142] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 2, Disagree: 0

Yes!

#314

Posted by Anne Jacopetti on 08/18/2023 at 3:59pm [Comment ID: 192] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

Yes! This says it welll The activities described in this section support health in all
directions - mental, physical, communal and regenerative. Growing and sharing is
also the best way to educate.

#315

Posted by Dena Allen on 08/18/2023 at 4:01pm [Comment ID: 193] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

Community Gardens seem to be most successful when there is a coordinator (usually
paid) to be the go-to person for questions and keeping organized and building
community among the members.

#316

Posted by Roy Smith on 08/18/2023 at 9:02am [Comment ID: 187] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

Any ordinance should be centered on "By Right" principles. The primary strategy to
increase access to healthy food is to have as many diverse producer / sellers in any
given community. "Standards for operation and soil mitigation" will need to support,
rather than constrain, the producer. Small, residential family production is
*inherently* high standard, due to clear feedback and direct ties to the land.

Best intention ordinances designed to ensure good farming practices can instead
keep prospective producers away, as has happened with organic farm certification.
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#317

Posted by Dena Allen on 08/16/2023 at 1:57pm [Comment ID: 171] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 2, Disagree: 0

Yes to exploring this!

#318

Posted by Autumn Buss on 07/31/2023 at 4:55pm [Comment ID: 140] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 2, Disagree: 0

Retain and expand existing gardens.

#319

Posted by Autumn Buss on 07/31/2023 at 5:00pm [Comment ID: 141] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 4, Disagree: 0

Yes, this is very important. Current zoning is not very favorable to urban ag in SR.

#320

Posted by Roy Smith on 08/18/2023 at 9:08am [Comment ID: 188] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

Consider the city of San Francisco's policy on this.

Also consider including farm worker housing zoning stipulations, such that land
owners can offer both acreage and basic housing (trailers, tiny homes) to producers.

#321

Posted by Carol Henderson on 08/17/2023 at 3:26pm [Comment ID: 181] - Link

Type: Suggestion

Agree: 0, Disagree: -1

Community gardens are wonderful, but need to be managed by a paid coordinator
who understand the cycle of the growing seasons and can be a resource to
participants. Allotment rentals could possibly be looked into as a means of revenue
and as a space for people without access to other land. Are there plans for
community gardens in the many high-density housing projects that are currently
being built?

Reply by Roy Smith on 08/18/2023 at 8:41am [Comment ID: 185] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

Community allotments operate throughout the world without paid
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coordinators.

An annual use fee is a very good idea, and can be utilized to ensure a plot is
utilized while funding basic infrastructure. (Fencing, mulch and compost,
water, benches, utility sheds, etc.)

Plot fees could be income-based, or waived for low-income households.

#322

Posted by Anne Jacopetti on 08/18/2023 at 4:02pm [Comment ID: 194] - Link

Type: Suggestion

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

Standards that support growing healthy, organic food and regenerating soil are
important. This must include ways of conserving and protecting water.

#323

Posted by Anne Jacopetti on 08/18/2023 at 4:06pm [Comment ID: 196] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 1, Disagree: 0
Strongly support

#324

Posted by Anne Jacopetti on 08/18/2023 at 3:55pm [Comment ID: 191] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 0, Disagree: 0
Strongly support!

#325

Posted by Roy Smith on 08/18/2023 at 8:36am [Comment ID: 184] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

Create community garden plot mandates tied to housing development in the same
way that vehicle parking spaces are. For example, each housing unit should have
access to 200sf of growing space per adult inhabitant, either in a private yard, or (in
the case of apartments) a community garden.

Community garden allotments would be satisfied via joint City and developer
funding.

Existing housing would be surveyed and public spaces allotted accordingly.

#326

Posted by Anne Jacopetti on 08/18/2023 at 4:04pm [Comment ID: 195] - Link

Type: Question -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

Good idea! Could this include a process that allows landowners to lease plots to
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gardeners and/or farmers?

#327

Posted by ari on 09/24/2023 at 4:33pm [Comment ID: 475] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

build it into the plans of housing developments, selling excess produce onsite

#328

Posted by Roy Smith on 08/28/2023 at 8:25am [Comment ID: 216] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

Consider removing the wording "where appropriate" as it is ambiguous, and could be
interpreted to ban urban ag most anywhere by future actors.

#329

Posted by THEA HENSEL on 09/05/2023 at 9:18pm [Comment ID: 314] - Link

Type: Suggestion o

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

Agree that mandating Gardens in housing complexes will get more of them. Also it is
necessary for City Parks to provide hook ups and access to water for irrigation and
developers need to build that access into building plans.

#330

Posted by Roy Smith on 08/18/2023 at 8:45pm [Comment ID: 201] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

Excellent action point.

Consider zoning amendments to permit "by right" urban ag in these various sites,
whether commercial, residential, or industrial.

Combining this potential with farm worker housing could be a solution multiplier.

#331

Posted by Wendy Krupnick on 09/04/2023 at 7:18pm [Comment ID: 255] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

| think this should go further with a directive to the City Parks Department to do a
study of land for potential community gardens or to lease for urban ag as well as
researching other cities, (such as Sacramento), which support community gardens as
a program within city parks. Also to encourage school districts within the city to do
the same.
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Action 6-6.17: Evaluate the potential presence
of contaminants that may be
harmful to human h on land
proposed for urban agriculture,
including by performing site
history assessments and soil
testing.

Action 6-6.18: |dentify financial resources for soil
testing and remediqgmon on
identified sites for L@n
agriculture.

Action 6-6.19: Work with the County Agricultural
Preservation pen Space
District to esta food hubs
throughout the city where
community members can meet
and exchange excess home-
grown produce.

Action 6-6.20:Partner with the County
Department of Health Services,
local schools, and nonprofit

@ organizations to provide
educati bout the nutritional,
social, economic, and
environmental benefits of urban
farming and locally grown and
ecologically sound foods; urban
agriculture opportunities; food
production safety; food literacy;
cooking; and food waste
reduction.

Action 6-6.21: In accordance with the
Neighborhood Food Act
(Assembly Bill 2561), educate
landowners, apartment
comp/eéand homeowners
associations (HOA) about the
benefits of urban gardening and
edible landscaping, and work
with them to remove any barriers
that renters and owners with an
HOA face when trying to grow

food for self-consumption,
exchange, or sale. é

CHAPTER 6 | HEALTH, EQUITY, AND ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE

Action 6-6.22: Establish incentives for private
property owners and.developers
to provide opportu@s for
residential gardening and urban

@ogricu/ture, and similar
opportunities to food producers
who are emerging, have limited
resources, and/or are pegple of
color. é

Action 6-6.23: Require public development
pro to provide access to
sustainable food for residents@

Action 6-6.24:\Work with the County to protect
the agricultural se in the
Sphere of@/e Aincluding
urban gar s, farms, and

ranches.

Violence Prevention and
Equitable Policing

Uncertainty or fear regarding personal and
family safety is a significant negative health
determinant. If people don't feel safe, they don't
want to leave their home to congregate,
exercise, or travel to appointments. Sometimes
parents keep their children away from school
because of their concern for the child’s safety.
Ensuring safety for the entire community is a
major step toward achieving equity and
promoting community health.

Goals, Policies, and Actions

Goal 6-7: Ensure community safety and
foster neighborhood environments that are

welcoming to all ages, cultures, races, and
ethnicities.

Policy 6-7.1: Increase neighborhood safety
and promote neighborhood
development, particularly in
EPAs.
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#332

Posted by ari on 09/24/2023 at 4:35pm [Comment ID: 476] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

give out worm bin starter kits! (worms, buckets with lids, instructions, a little bit of
substrate)

#333

Posted by Roy Smith on 08/18/2023 at 8:53pm [Comment ID: 202] - Link

Type: Suggestion

Agree: 2, Disagree: 0

This would need to be carefully worded so as to not force testing or health
department involvement on private yards, or areas of low practical concern.
Consider limiting requirements to sites that had previous industrial use or material
storage.

The risk here is that land owners will refuse urban ag if it initiates City or County
inspections, or involves cost.

Keep in mind that urban ag is a social good, but in most cases is a net economic loss
to property owners.

#334

Posted by Dena Allen on 08/16/2023 at 2:04pm [Comment ID: 178] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

Yes!

#335

Posted by Dena Allen on 08/16/2023 at 2:00pm [Comment ID: 176] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 2, Disagree: 0

Yes!

Reply by Dena Allen on 08/16/2023 at 2:02pm [Comment ID: 177] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

Add water resiliency ed

#336

Posted by Roy Smith on 08/18/2023 at 9:15pm [Comment ID: 205] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

Hyper-local, direct producer-to-patron is inherently safe.
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Edit to read "food production skills", rather than "production safety".
The inclusion of "safety" implies a public threat that does not exist, and gives the
impression that grocery provisions are superior in this regard. (It is the reverse).

#337

Posted by Roy Smith on 08/18/2023 at 8:59pm [Comment ID: 203] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

Please see my comment on Action 6-6.17 above.

In addition, remediation should utilize low or no-cost historical management
methods, rather than earth moving machinery. If it cannot be carried out by
attentive and skilled gardeners, it is probably inappropriate.

#338

Posted by Dena Allen on 08/16/2023 at 2:00pm [Comment ID: 175] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

Great idea

#339

Posted by Anne Jacopetti on 08/18/2023 at 4:11pm [Comment ID: 199] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 2, Disagree: 0

Yes!!

#340

Posted by Roy Smith on 08/18/2023 at 9:07pm [Comment ID: 204] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

Edit to read "... members can meet, exchange, and *sell* excess home-grown
produce."

Otherwise this appears a social provision for well-off bourgeoisie.

#341

Posted by Roy Smith on 08/18/2023 at 9:23pm [Comment ID: 206] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

Excellent.

Please edit to read "... benefits of urban agriculture.." rather than "gardening".
Edit to read "... when trying to grow or raise food..."
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The current wording implies a policy of vegetable production only, which would be an
(literally) anemic policy.

#342

Posted by Dena Allen on 08/16/2023 at 1:59pm [Comment ID: 174] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

Yes!

#343

Posted by Dena Allen on 08/16/2023 at 1:59pm [Comment ID: 173] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

Yes!

#344

Posted by Evan Wiig on 09/28/2023 at 3:18pm [Comment ID: 482] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

In addition to more informal food hubs for home-gardeners, the city should
incentivize the establishment (and/or relocation or expansion) of local food
infrastructure for small-scale, local farms: cooperative distribution warehouses,
aggregation, food processing, co-packing, etc. These types of infrastructure also
come in helpful during emergency for food recovery, distribution, etc. At present,
these types of locally-specific operations struggle to compete or survive in the
high-cost open market for commercial and light industrial space in Sonoma County.
Santa Rosa ought to invest in these vital local food activities which benefit multiple
businesses and the community at large.

#345

Posted by Katie on 07/24/2023 at 11:01am [Comment ID: 133] - Link

Type: Suggestion o

Agree: 4, Disagree: 0

YES! We need more community gardens, and replacing minimum parking
requirements with minimum community garden requirements would be a huge leap
forward, especially in low income housing.

Reply by ari on 09/24/2023 at 4:36pm [Comment ID: 477] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

minimum community gardens requirement is a great idea and could be a
great model for other cities
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#346

Posted by Dena Allen on 08/16/2023 at 2:05pm [Comment ID: 180] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

Yes!

#347

Posted by Roy Smith on 08/18/2023 at 9:32pm [Comment ID: 207] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

Consider including "farmer and worker housing" to incentives and opportunities.
Many property owners would welcome a live-in farmer to manage the land, but
current regulations and cost discourage this win-win outcome.

#348

Posted by Roy Smith on 08/18/2023 at 9:49pm [Comment ID: 209] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

Edit to read "... protect, restore, and return to production the agricultural land
base..."

"Protection” in land parlance generally means "to not develop".

The majority of peri-urban farm and ranch lands surrounding Santa Rosa have
ceased agricultural production.

The County is poised to become more active in restoring farming in these crucial
zones. Coordination with the region's largest city could dramatically shift conditions
for the better.

#349

Posted by Carol Henderson on 08/17/2023 at 3:33pm [Comment ID: 183] - Link

Type: Suggestion

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

It is essential for us to retain our agricultural base as this is what makes our area so
attractive to visitors and residents alike. We are blessed with good soil and, so far,
conditions that can support many crops to flourish. Let retain and expand our
biodiversity.

#350

Posted by Anne Jacopetti on 08/18/2023 at 4:10pm [Comment ID: 198] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

May Santa Rosa be a model for other municipalities as well as a positive collaborator
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with the County of Sonoma.

#351

Posted by Wendy Krupnick on 09/04/2023 at 7:38pm [Comment ID: 257] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

To actually do this, which | support. would mean stopping the sprawl development on
the city's edges which onl-5 acre properties which had been supporting production
of crops and small scale livestock operations, with multi-unit housing developments.
These developments are far from services and transit and are completely counter to
many of the goals put forth in this Plan.

#352

Posted by Dena Allen on 08/16/2023 at 2:04pm [Comment ID: 179] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

Yes!

#353

Posted by Anne Jacopetti on 08/18/2023 at 4:08pm [Comment ID: 197] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

This connects to the previous actions as an essential aspect.

#354

Posted by Wendy Krupnick on 09/04/2023 at 7:32pm [Comment ID: 256] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

All multi-unit housing developments should be required to include proportionate
"green space" which includes trees for shade and gardening space. Whenever
possible, the gardening space should be located where it receives sufficient direct
sunlight for food production.

#355

Posted by Roy Smith on 08/18/2023 at 9:36pm [Comment ID: 208] - Link
Type: Suggestion

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

Replace "sustainable food" with "locally produced food".

This would be more consistent with the rest of the plan.

"Sustainable" is now a meaningless term, and its inclusion can weaken the actual
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goal of urban ag.
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Action 6-7.1:

Action 6-7.2:

Action 6-7.3:

Action 6-7.4:

Action 6-7.5:
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Engage community members
and youth in communities most
affected by crime and violence
with planning through place-
based strategies/solutions for
their neighborhoods to address

safety. .

Design safe walking and biking
routes in neighborhoods and
around schools with high crime
and gang activity, using Crime
Prevention Through é
Environmental Design, to ensure
that all community members can
live, work, and play without fear.

Through collaboration between
the Violence Prevention
Partnership and the Police
Department, create
comprehensive community safety
plans that include equitable
resource allocation across the city
and strategies to prevent
violence.

Proactively engage potential
perpetrators through fellowships
or conflict mediation facilitated
by the Violence Prevention
Partnership.

Support community-based
initiatives to reduce violence by

Action 6-7.6:

Action 6-7.7:

Parks

promoting local economic
participation and success, such as
neighborhood job and vocational
training facilities, community
benefit districts, community
development councils, and
business improvement districts.

Collaborate with County of
Sonoma to establish a re-entry
system for formerly incarcerated
individuals that promotes a safe
and thriving community to ensure
they experience healthy
reintegration in Santa Rosaq,
particularly for 2011 Assembly Bill
109 populations (individuals
sentenced to nonserious,
nonviolent, nonsex offenses).

Continue to train City staff to
develop and implement trauma-
informed models that are
culturally relevant for Santa Rosa
community members, like the
City's Green Spaces for All Faces
program, which was designed
with a trauma-informed lens and
leverages partnerships to provide
high-quality outdoor
programming and community
services opportunities for
probation youth.

Santa Rosa features a wonderful network of
parks offering a variety of recreation
opportunities. Parkland in Santa Rosa is well
distributed geographically, and a majority of
community members have access to parks or
open space areas within a half mile of their
homes; however, some areas do not have easy
access to park space, and the City has not yet
met its established park service goal.

General Plan 2050 continues the City's long-
established goal to provide 6 acres of parkland
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#356

Posted by Denise H. on 09/05/2023 at 5:47pm [Comment ID: 298] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

Action Item 1: Hire a dedicated staff person or contract with a company to quickly
and aesthetically remove gang graffiti.

Action Item 2: Add graffiti on private property reporting to the My Santa Rosa page
(rather than requiring it be reported only on the Code Enforcement webpage). Code
enforcement can still handle - just have a link to their form on the My Santa Rosa
page in an effort to keep it simple and less confusing for the public to report graffiti.

#357

Posted by THEA HENSEL on 09/05/2023 at 9:22pm [Comment ID: 315] - Link

Type: Suggestion o

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

This program- Crime Prevention through Environmental Design- is simple, easy to
follow and should be a guide when planning any park.
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for every 1,000 residents—twice the State
standard but below the national average of 8.9
acres of parkland for every 1,000 residents. This
General Plan sets sub targets for how the City
will meet its goal:

e A minimum of 3.5 acres per 1,000
residents of Community Park and/or
Neighborhood Park space.

e Theremaining 2.5 acres per 1,000
residents may be met through a
combination of Community Park,
Neighborhood Park, and/or Trail and
Open Space parkland.

As of 2019 (the base year of this General Plan),
Santa Rosa had approximately 4.3 acres of
parkland for every 1,000 residents. This is a
shortfall of approximately 370 acres to serve the
existing population, and 740 acres to serve the
total future population accommodated by this
General Plan. Figure 6-4 depicts existing parks
and general locations where new community
parks or neighborhood parks are desired to fill
an existing or anticipated community need.

—DBraft—GeneratPtan—att-pages—RSpdf
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#358

Posted by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 8:33pm [Comment ID: 401] - Link

Type: Question -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

love to see all these potential parks. With all of these in place will the standards be met or are there still potential shortfalls in some areas?

#359

Posted by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 8:37pm [Comment ID: 402] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

| don't think all the creek trails are shown here. For example, | know Santa Rosa Creek's trail extends well west (to the city limit) of where this map shows its terminus

#360

Posted by THEA HENSEL on 09/05/2023 at 9:24pm [Comment ID: 316] - Link
Type: Suggestion o
Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

Please add the Southeast Greenway on to this map.
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Goals, Policies, and Actions

Goal 6-8: Make parks the center for

improving personal and community well-
being.

Policy 6-8.1:

Action 6-8.1:

Action 6-8.2:

Action 6-8.3:

Action 6-8.4:

Action 6-8.5:

Provide parklands with
opportunities for physical
activity, recreation, and
relaxation, including those
offering trauma-informed
services (to address long-
standing health issues for
individuals), culturally
appropriate programming, and
safe spaces for everyone,
especially in EPAs.

Facilitate equitable, authentic
community engagement in
recreation and parks planning to
identify the needs and priorities of
all segments of the community,
including individuals with special
needs, EPAs, and those unable to
attend public meetings.

Acquire and develop new
parkland to achieve a citywide
standard of 6 acres of parkland
per thousand residents, using
Community Parks (CP),
Neighborhood Parks (NP), and
qualifying Trail and Open Space
Parks.

Prioritize new park acquisition
and development in EPAs, Areas
of Change, and redevelopment
areas, including downtown.

Design new parks with clear lines
of sight from adjacent streets and
neighborhoods to increase
perceived safety.

Where feasible, consider
renovating and expanding
existing parks to provide more

CHAPTER 6 | HEALTH, EQUITY, AND ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE

Action 6-8.6:

Action 6-8.7:

Action 6-8.8:

Action 6-8.9:

Action 6-8.10:

Action 6-8.11:

acreage, increased capacity of
athletic fields for organized sports,
and a greater range of recreation
activities, maintaining park
standards.

Seek land and partnership
opportunities to develop large
sports complexes and/or multiuse
event venues to accommodate
tournaments, concerts, athletics,
and other community events and
activities.

Develop new athletic fields and
retrofit existing fields to support
year-round use; include lighting
for night use; and accommodate
the growing community need for
organized sports and physical
activities by expanding the hours
and seasons of use.

Pursue development of civic
spaces where provision of a
neighborhood park is not feasible,
particularly where they can be
connected to existing public
spaces using pathways, trails, or
other forms of connection.

Develop special-purpose parks
and recreation facilities
throughout the city, including, but
not limited to, multigenerational
recreation centers, aquatic
centers, education and
community service centers, and
other unique facilities, prioritizing
facilities in EPAs, Areas of Change,
and other high growth areas. é

Develop multiuse pathways and
trail parks along creeks
designated by the Santa Rosa
Citywide Creek Master Plan.

Create a system of
interconnected linear parks that
provide access to parks and open
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#361

Posted by Denise H. on 09/06/2023 at 4:50pm [Comment ID: 318] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

Action 6-8.5 Renovate/expand existing parks while preserving key elements in the
City's historic parks (i.e. Juilliard, Fremont, etc.).

#362

Posted by Wendy Krupnick on 09/04/2023 at 7:40pm [Comment ID: 258] - Link
Type: Suggestion

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

Including community gardens.

#363

Posted by Wendy Krupnick on 09/04/2023 at 7:41pm [Comment ID: 259] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

including community gardens.
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space and offer passive
recreation opportunities, such as
hiking and wildlife viewing.

Policy 6-8.2: Ensure adequate funding for
parks and recreation facility
improvements and
maintenance.

Action 6-8.12: Annually evaluate the park
development impact fees allowed
under the Quimby Act to ensure
sufficient funds to acquire,
develop, and maintain parks,
consistent with General Plan
targets for park service.

Action 6-8.13: Annually evaluate park impact
fees to ensure sufficient funds for
park acquisition, development,
and maintenance from proposals
that do not meet Quimby
guidelines.

Action 6-8.14: Develop a systemwide Park
Master Plan for park and
recreation facility maintenance
that addresses core versus
noncore services, appropriate
levels of service, and factors that
affect park maintenance
practices.

Action 6-8.15: Encourage innovative
approaches for maintenance of

Areas of Change, identified through the
General Plan community engagement
process, are areas throughout the
community where the City will focus efforts
to address housing, services, connectivity,
and/or infrastructure needs to help make
these complete neighborhoods—
neighborhoods with convenient, equitable
access to goods and services needed to
support daily life, such as grocery stores,
recreation opportunities, community
gathering places, active transportation
infrastructure, and transit.

parks and open space areas by
maintaining and developing
partnerships with schools,
neighborhoods, and businesses.

Youth, Family, and
Seniors

The health, safety, welfare, and support of youth,
families, and seniors are high priorities for the
City of Santa Rosa. The City aims to enhance
opportunities for young people, families, and
seniors to enjoy a high quality of life with age-
appropriate services and the ability to age in
place. Affordable childcare is fundamental to
protecting the welfare of youth and families so
that parents and caregivers are able to earn a
living. The cost of childcare is a challenge for
many families. Some may qualify for subsidies or
other financial assistance, but they may sit on
long waitlists before they can access care.

Though childcare services are generally offered
by private and nonprofit organizations and may
be funded in part or full by private grants and
State programs like the California Work
Opportunity and Responsibility to Kids
(CalWORKSs) Child Care Program, the General
Plan offers policies and actions to enhance the
availability of affordable childcare in the city. The
built and social environments also affect the
health and well-being of families and
community members of all ages. Goals, policies,
and actions in this section and throughout the
General Plan are intended to foster a supportive
community environment with amenities,
services, and programs that serve the needs of
youth, families, and seniors.
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#364

Posted by ari on 09/24/2023 at 4:42pm [Comment ID: 478] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

yes!
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Goals, Policies, and Actions

Goal 6-9: Foster environments that support
families and community members of all

365 ages with high-quality, equitably accessible
amenities, programs, and services.

Policy 6-9.1:

Action 6-9.1:

Action 6-9.2:

Action 6-9.3:

Policy 6-9.2:

Action 6-9.4:

Create an environment where
children can grow and develop
in secure and supportive
families and neighborhoods.

Collaborate with parents, youth,
schools, libraries, businesses,
nonprofit agencies, religious
organizations, law enforcement,
and others to prioritize needs and
establish programs and services
for children and youth, especially
in EPAs.

Promote development of
multiuse buildings/community
centers that can be used for
seniors, youth, and teen activities
and childcare, including at parks,
strip malls, and commercial
centers.

Coordinate with community-
based organizations to promote
the provision of educational and
community services, including
child care/early education,
English as a second language
courses, after-school programs,
and recreational activities.

Expand childcare services to
meet the existing and future
needs of Santa Rosa.

Update the Zoning Code to
encourage new residential

@eve/opment to provide places for

hildcare and youth-oriented
facilities and programs.

CHAPTER 6 | HEALTH, EQUITY, AND ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE

Action 6-9.5;

Action 6-9.6:

Action 6-9.7:

Action 6-9.8:

Action 6-9.9:

Action 6-9.10:

Action 6-9.11:

Action 6-9.12:

Action 6-9.13;

Encourage school districts to
continue and expand the
provision of before- and after-
school care on or near school
sites.

Endorse the development of new
childcare facilities in all areas of
the city, including residential
neighborhoods, employment
centers, and school sites.

Promote development of new
childcare facilities during review
of new development projects.

Across the park system, allow use
of a portion of city parkland for a
childcare center to be developed
and maintained by an outside
entity.

Continue the City’s permitting fee
deferral and rebate program for
provision of childcare facilities.

Foster partnerships between the
business community and the
childcare community to provide
information to employees about
childcare options.

Maintain the high-quality mix of
recreation programes, classes, and
current maintenance standards
for city parks and recreational
facilities.

Work with local sport leagues
that serve youth on facilities
planning and needs to support
increased participation in
organized and alternative posts,
especially among elementary-
aged children and teens.

Work with local organizations
that serve the elder community,
including the Council on Aging
Sonoma County, on facilities
planning and needs to support
increased participation in
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#365

Posted by Chris Thomas on 09/12/2023 at 8:41pm [Comment ID: 403] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 1, Disagree: 0

expand and make use of volunteer programs to achieve this goal. consider
developing wish list of projects for volunteers and support and celebrate
achievements of volunteers who take on these wish list projects

#366

Posted by ari on 09/24/2023 at 4:42pm [Comment ID: 479] - Link
Type: Suggestion -
Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

yes!
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Policy 6-9.3:

recreation programs, classes, and
maintenance standards for parks
and recreational activities.

Increase teen participation in
organized activities.

Action 6-9.14: Continue to solicit direct

involvement from teens in
planning future community
parks, recreational activities, and
programs for teens to provide
recreational programs geared
toward modern interests.

Action 6-9.15: Cooperate with businesses,

Policy 6-9.4:

governmental agencies, nonprofit
groups, and educational
institutions to develop
apprenticeship programs for
teens and young adults.

Modernize senior services in all
areas of Santa Rosa, especially
EPAs.

Action 6-9.16: Continually monitor and analyze

the needs of the city’s senior
population and expand services
and programs to meet emerging
and changing needs.

Action 6-9.17: Explore designation of an age-

and dementia-friendly
community.

16
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7. Glossary

Accessory dwelling unit (ADU): A smaller,
independent residential dwelling unit on the
same lot as a stand-alone (i.e., detached) single-
family home.!

Action: A measure, procedure, or technique
intended to implement one or more policies to
help reach a goal (see definition of “Goal”). An
action may be ongoing or something that can
be completed in a discrete timeline.

Active transportation: Any human-powered
mode of transportation, such as walking or
bicycling.

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)
accessibility, compliance: Facilities, services,
programs, and activities accessible to individuals
with disabilities, consistent with ADA standards.

Areas of Change: Places the City will focus
efforts to address housing, services, connectivity,
and/or infrastructure needs to help make these
complete neighborhoods. There are 21
designated Areas of Change in Santa Rosa,
identified in the Preferred Alternative phase of
the General Plan Update process.

' American Planning Association, 2023, “Knowledgebase
Collection: Accessory Dwelling Units,” accessed June 20,
2023,

Atmospheric river: Long, narrow storm systems
that carry water vapor from the tropics to higher
latitudes.

Brownfield: A property with the presence or
potential presence of a hazardous substance,
pollutant, or contaminant.

Buildout: The development of land to its full
potential, or theoretical capacity, as permitted
under current or proposed planning or zoning
designations.

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA):
Legislation and corresponding procedural
components established in 1970 by the State of
California to require environmental review for
projects anticipated to result in adverse impacts
to the environment. (see “Environmental Impact
Report”)

Capital Improvement Program (CIP): A
program that schedules permanent
improvements, usually for a minimum of five
years in the future, that fits the projected fiscal
capability of the local jurisdiction. The program
generally is reviewed on an annual basis for
conformance to and consistency with the
General Plan.

https://www.planning.org/knowledgebase/accessorydwelling

s/.
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Carbon neutral: Reducing greenhouse gas
(GHG) emissions to zero, either by entirely
eliminating all GHG emissions or by balancing
out all remaining GHG emissions through
carbon removal practices so that the “net”
emissions are zero.

Climate Change: A change in the state of the
climate that can be identified by changes in the
mean and/or the variability of its properties, and
that persists for an extended period, typically
decades or longer. In the context of this plan,
this term refers to changes brought on by
human activities.

Community members: The individuals who
make up a community, including residents,
workers, business owners, and students.

Complete neighborhoods: Neighborhoods built
at the walkable and bikeable human scale
offering people of all ages and abilities safe and
convenient access to the goods and services
needed in daily life. This includes a variety of
housing options, grocery stores, and other
commercial services, quality public schools,
public open spaces and recreational facilities,
transit, and active transportation options.

Complete street: A transportation facility that is
planned, designed, constructed, operated, and
maintained to provide comfortable and
convenient mobility, and improve accessibility
and connectivity to essential community
destinations for all users and abilities, regardless
of whether they are travelling as pedestrians,
bicyclists, public transportation riders, or drivers.
Complete streets are especially attuned to the
needs of people walking, using assistive mobility
devices, rolling, biking, and riding transit.

Critical facility: A facility whose continued
functioning is necessary to maintain public

2 Federal Emergency Management Agency, 2013, February,
“Living with Dams: Know Your Risk,”
https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/2020-
08/fema_living-with-dams_p-956.pdf.

CHAPTER 7 | GLOSSARY

health and safety following a disaster, and where
damage or failure could pose hazards to life and
property well beyond their immediate vicinity.

Dam inundation zones: The area downstream
of the dam that would be flooded in the event of
a failure (breach) or uncontrolled release of
water, and is generally much larger than the
area for the normal river or stream flood event.?

Defensible space: The buffer between a
structure and the surrounding area. Adequate
defensible space acts as a barrier to slow or halt
the progress of fire that would otherwise engulf
a property. Defensible space is the first line of
defense for structures against wildfire. *

Disadvantaged Unincorporated Community
(DUC): Areas with an annual median household
income less than 80 percent of the statewide
annual median household income and within
the City's Sphere of Influence (see definition for
“Sphere of Influence,” an island within an
incorporated jurisdiction’s boundary, or
geographically isolated and has existed for at
least 50 years.

Environmental Impact Report: A study required
pursuant to the California Environmental Quality
Act that assesses all the environmental
characteristics of an area, determines what
effects or impacts will result if the area is altered
or disturbed by a proposed action, and identifies
alternatives or other measures to avoid or
reduce those impacts. (see “California
Environmental Quality Act”)

Environmental justice: The fair treatment and
meaningful involvement of people of all races,
cultures, incomes, and national origins with
respect to the development, adoption,

3 cAL FIRE, 2023, “Defensible Space,” accessed June 27, 2023,
https://www fire.ca.gov/dspace.
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implementation, and enforcement of
environmental laws, regulations, and policies.*

Equity Priority Area (EPA): Areas in Santa Rosa
where residents suffer most fromm economic,
health, and environmental burdens. EPAs are
Santa Rosa's equivalent of “disadvantaged
communities” under Senate Bill 1000, which
requires the identification of disadvantaged
communities to address their needs in the
Environmental Justice Element.

Equity Priority Populations: Groups identified
as having characteristics that contribute to
vulnerability and/or the likelihood of being
underserved in a variety of areas, including
environmental justice, equity, health, and safety.
Santa Rosa has identified 10 Equity Priority
Populations:

1. Low-income individuals and families

2. Racial or ethnic groups
disparate health outcomes

experiencing

Seniors, children, youth, and young adults
Individuals with disabilities
Immigrants and refugees

Outdoor workers and farmworkers

N o u MW

Individuals who have limited

proficiency

English

Unhoused people

9. Lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer,
intersexual, asexual, and other LGBTQIA+
communities

10. Individuals who are incarcerated or who have
been incarcerated

4 California Government Code, Section 65040.12(e)

Sus. Department of Agriculture, 2023, “Extreme Weather,”
accessed June 27, 2023,

Equity: The state in which each individual or
group is allocated the resources needed to reach
an equal outcome.

Exposure: The presence of people;
infrastructure; natural systems; and economic,
cultural, and social resources in areas that are
subject to harm.

Extreme weather: Occurrences of unusually
severe weather or climate conditions that can
cause devastating impacts on communities and
agricultural and natural ecosystems.®

Farmers’ market: Two or more local farm
vendors or their representatives selling
agricultural products directly to consumers at a
common recurrent physical location in Santa
Rosa.

Fire Hazard Severity Zone: An area of
significant fire hazard based on fuels, terrain,
weather, and other relevant hazards.

Flood, 100-Year: In any given year, a flood that
has a 1 percent likelihood (a 1in 100 chance) of
occurring, and is recognized as a standard for
acceptable risk. Also known as the “base flood.”

Flood, 200-Year: In any given year, a flood that
has a 0.5 percent likelihood (a 1in 200 chance) of
occurring. Senate Bill 5 requires a 200-year level
of flood protection for urban communities in the
Central Valley.

Flood, 500-Year: In any given year, a flood that
has a 0.2 percent likelihood (a 1in 500 chance) of
occurring.

Goal: An ideal future end related to the public
health, safety, or general welfare. A goal is a
general expression of community values and,
therefore, may be abstract in nature.

https://www.climatehubs.usda.gov/content/extreme-
weather.
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Consequently, a goal is generally not
guantifiable or time dependent.

Greenhouse gas (GHG): A gas that allows
sunlight to pass through but reflect heat
radiated from the earth’s surface, trapping heat
in the lower atmosphere. Common GHGs
include water vapor, carbon dioxide (CO2),
methane (CH4), and nitrous oxide (N20O). They
may be emitted by natural or human processes.

Hazard mitigation: Sustained action taken to
reduce or eliminate long-term risk to people and
their property from hazards and their effects.

Hazardous material, Hazardous waste: A
substance or waste that, because of its physical,
chemical, or other characteristics, may pose a
risk of endangering human health or safety or of
degrading the environment. This does not
include household hazardous waste, universal
waste, or electronic waste, as they do not
contain the quantity, concentration, and/or
types of products significant enough to pose a
substantial risk to human health and safety or to
the environment.

Junior accessory dwelling unit (JADU): Units
created by adding a small kitchen and exterior
door to space in an existing single-family
dwelling. AJADU may be up to 500 square feet
in size.

Land use designation: One particular category
in a classification series of appropriate use of
properties established by the General Plan Land
Use Element.

Land use: The occupation or use of an area of
land for any human activity or purpose.

Liquefaction: A process by which water-
saturated granular soils transform from a solid to
a liquid state during strong ground shaking.

& United States Environmental Protection Agency, 2023,
“Particulate Matter (PM) Pollution,” accessed June 27, 2023,

CHAPTER 7 | GLOSSARY

Missing Middle Housing: Refers to house-scale
buildings with multiple units in walkable
neighborhoods.

Mitigation: Modification to avoid, reduce,
minimize, or eliminate a negative impact. There
are various types of mitigation, including
environmental impact mitigation, hazard
mitigation, GHG emissions mitigation, and more.

Mode split: The share of travel that is carried by
each mode of transport, such as automobile,
bus, walking, and biking.

Neck-downs: Raised curb extensions that
narrow the travel lane at intersections or
midblock locations intended to slow the flow of
vehicular traffic.

Noise-sensitive receptors: A location where
people reside or where the presence of
unwanted sound could adversely affect the use
of land, such as residences, schools, and
hospitals.

Particulate matter (PM): The term for a mixture
of solid particles and liquid droplets found in the
air that are so small, they can be inhaled and
cause serious health problems. Particles less
than 2.5 micrometers in diameter, also known as
fine particles or PMzs, pose the greatest risk to
health.®

Policy: A specific statement that regulates
activities in the city, guides decision making, and
directs implementing action to achieve a goal
(see definition of “Goal”).

Public safety power shutoff (PSPS) event:
Preemptive measures to reduce the risk of fire
caused by electric infrastructure during extreme
weather events because high winds can blow
tree branches and debris into energized lines
and cause fires.

https://www.epa.gov/pm-pollution/particulate-matter-pm-
basics.
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Resilience center: A well-used community-
serving facility with year-round programming
that also provides local commmunities with
shelter, water, and electricity during hazardous
events or disasters.

Resilience: The ability of a social or ecological
system to absorb disturbances while retaining
the same basic structure and ways of
functioning, the capacity for self-organization,
and the capacity to adapt to stress and change.

Riparian area: Lands that occur along the edges
of rivers, streams, lakes, and other water bodies.
Examples include streambanks, riverbanks, and
floodplains. Riparian areas are different from the
surrounding uplands because their soils and
vegetation are shaped by the presence of water.”

Special-status species: Species that are
considered sufficiently rare that they require
special consideration and/or protection and
should be, or have been, listed as rare,
threatened, or endangered by the federal and/or
State governments.®

Sphere of influence (SOIl): The probable physical
boundaries and service area of a municipality or
special district, as determined by the Local
Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO) of the
county.

Sustainability: Meeting the needs of the present
without compromising the ability of future
generations to meet their own needs.

Traffic calming: The combination of mainly
physical measures that reduce the negative
effects of motor vehicle use, alter driver behavior,

7 National Park Service, 2023, “Riparian Zones: It's All About
the Water,” accessed June 28, 2023,
https://www.nps.gov/articles/000/nrca_glca_2021_riparian.ht
mi:~text=What%20are%20riparian%20zones%3F,by%20the%

20presence%200f%20water.
8 Sacramento County, 2023, “Special Status Species,”
accessed June 28, 2023,

https://planning.saccounty.gov/InterestedCitizens/Pages/ER_Speci

and improve conditions for nonmotorized street
users.?

Transportation demand management (TDM): A
set of strategies aimed at maximizing travel
choices.”°

Trauma informed: An approach that reflects six
key principles identified by the Department of
Health and Human Services and Trauma-
Informed Care Implementation Resource
Center: safety; trustworthiness and transparency;
peer support; collaboration and mutuality;
empowerment, voice, and choice; and cultural,
historical, and gender issues.

Urban agriculture: The practice of growing and
processing fresh food in an urban area.

Urban growth boundary (UGB): A community-
established boundary that separates urban areas
from the surrounding natural and agricultural
lands, or greenbelts, and limits how far out a city
can expand. In 1990, Santa Rosa voters approved
a five-year UGB, followed by a two-decade UGB
measure in 1996 and an extension in 2010 to
ensure that the current UGB will not be
significantly changed until at least 2035.

Vulnerability assessment: An analysis of how a
changing climate may harm a community and
which elements—people, buildings and
structures, resources, and other assets—are
most vulnerable to its effects based on an
assessment of exposure, sensitivity, potential
impact(s), and the commmunity’s adaptive
capacity.

Wildland-urban interface (WUI): An area that
includes both houses and wildland vegetation,

alStatusSpecies.aspxi#:.~:text=%22Special%20Status%20Species
%22%20is%20a,Federal%20and%2For%20State%20governments
2 Lockwood, lan. ITE Traffic Calming Definition. ITE Journal,
July 1997, pg. 22.

10 Federal Highway Administration, 2023, “Transportation
Demand Management,” accessed June 28, 2023,
https://ops.fhwa.dot.gov/plan4ops/trans_demand.htm.
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creating a significant threat to human life or
property from wildfires.

Wildland-Urban Interface (WUI) Fire Area: A
geographical area identified by the City of Santa
Rosa as a “Fire Hazard Severity Zone,” in
accordance with the Public Resources Code,
Sections 4201 through 4204, and Government
Code, Sections 51175 through 51189, or other
areas designated by the enforcing agency to be
at a significant risk from wildfires.

Youth-populated areas: Spaces where people
under 24 years old gather or visit on a regular
basis, including playgrounds, community
centers, sports centers, gyms, museums, youth
clubs, and malls.
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APPEDNDIX A | GREENHOUSE GAS REDUCTION STRATEGY

The Greenhouse Gas Reduction Strategy is
currently under development and will be
available in Fall 2023.
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INTRODUCTION

The City of Santa Rosa (City) prepared this Climate Change Vulnerability Assessment Report in
conformance with State of California requirements, as established in California Government Code Section
65302(g)(4), to assess climate change vulnerability and address climate change adaptation and resilience
as part of Santa Rosa Forward, the City’s General Plan Update. The goal of the State’s requirement is to
enable the community to prepare for, respond to, withstand, and recover from disruptions exacerbated
or caused by climate change. This report discusses the regulatory framework and method for integrating
adaptation and resilience into City policies, the climate change hazards affecting the resilience of Santa
Rosa, specific populations and assets included in the assessment, and a summary of the climate change
vulnerability assessment results. The Climate Change Vulnerability Assessment Report builds off the
workshop series conducted by EcoAdapt in January 2021 and uses the Climate Vulnerability and
Adaptation Report for Santa Rosa for climate change hazard projections, populations and assets, potential
impacts, and adaptive capacity. A more detailed description of climate change hazard projections can be
found in the EcoAdapt report. Appendix A provides a list of abbreviations and key terms used throughout
the Climate Change Vulnerability Assessment Report.

Community Profile

The City of Santa Rosa is in the central portion of Sonoma County, about 45 miles north of San Francisco.
The Northern California Coast Ranges rise to a maximum height of 8,098 feet above sea level and the city
sits in the southern portion of this mountain range at 164 feet above sea level. Santa Rosa has a
Mediterranean climate, with rain in the winters and hot, dry summers. According to the General Plan
Update’s Existing Conditions Report, Santa Rosa is home to approximately 181,000 residents.

Santa Rosa covers approximately 41.1 square miles and was originally home to the Graton Rancheria,
Southern Pomo, and Wappo Tribal Nations. Approximately 90 percent of the city is developed; 64 percent
is residential; 17 percent is commercial, industrial, public/institutional; and 9 percent is parks. The
remaining land is agriculture, open space, or vacant land. Santa Rosa is also the regional hub of Sonoma
County, offering a variety of services, job opportunities, and entertainment options for residents in
nearby communities in Sonoma County.

State agencies divide California into several distinct climate zones, and Santa Rosa is part of Climate Zone
2. This climate zone covers the hilly Northern Coastal range and expands east to the Northern Central
Valley and south to the San Francisco Bay Area.! In Santa Rosa, annual average high temperatures range
from 55 degrees Fahrenheit in January to 84 degrees Fahrenheit in July. Low temperatures range from 37
degrees Fahrenheit in January to 52 degrees Fahrenheit in July and August. The city receives an average
of approximately 38 inches of precipitation. Most precipitation falls between October and May, with rare
occurrences of summer storms. The Mediterranean climate and cold, rainy winters make Santa Rosa a
prime location for agricultural production and outdoor recreation activities.

Santa Rosa’s primary transportation access is from Highway 101, the primary highway in central Sonoma
County, and State Route 12 (SR-12). SR-12 runs perpendicular to Highway 101, connecting Sebastopol to
the City of Sonoma. Other major roadways include Fountaingrove Parkway, Montgomery Drive, Santa
Rosa Avenue, and College Avenue. The Santa Rosa Transit Mall is the busiest transit hub north of the Bay
Area. Local transit is provided by CityBus, while Sonoma County Transit, Golden Gate Transit, Mendocino
Transit, and Greyhound provide regional bus services. Sonoma-Marin Area Rail Transit (SMART) provides
commuter rail services to Santa Rosa and other communities in the region.

1
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Regulatory Framework

In 2015, the State of California adopted Senate Bill (SB) 379, establishing Section 65302(g)(4) of the
California Government Code to require the Safety Element of the General Plan to include more
information about wildfire hazards, flooding risks, and other short-term and long-term threats posed by
climate change. SB 379 is the foundation for climate adaptation and resiliency in General Plan Safety
Elements, as it requires local governments to conduct vulnerability assessments as part of their long-
range public safety planning efforts and to prepare policies that will protect against harm caused by
climate change.

Other important updates to Section 65302(g) of the California Government Code related to Safety
Elements, climate change, and resiliency include SB 1035, SB 99, and Assembly Bill (AB) 747. SB 1035
amended Section 65302(g)(3) of the California Government Code to require local governments to review,
and update as needed, their Safety Element during an update to their Housing Element or Local Hazard
Mitigation Plan (LHMP) (or no less than every eight years). Any revisions to the Safety Element should
include updated information related to flood hazards, fire hazards, and climate adaptation and resilience.
SB 99 amended Section 65302(g) of the California Government Code and requires jurisdictions to review
and update the Safety Element to include information identifying residential developments in hazard
areas that do not have at least two emergency evacuation routes. AB 747 added Section 65302.15 to the
California Government Code, which will go into effect in January 2022, and will require local governments
to identify the capacity, safety, and viability of evacuation routes in the Safety Element or LHMP. The
City’s climate change vulnerability assessment, along with the update to the Safety Element, will help the
City meet the State’s requirements and support consistency with and integration of the General Plan and
LHMP.

The State of California prepared a guidance document, the California Adaptation Planning Guide (APG), to
assist communities in addressing climate adaptation and resilience, and complying with Section
65302(g)(4) of the California Government Code. This guide presents a step-by-step process for gathering
the best available climate change science and projections of future conditions, completing a climate
change vulnerability assessment, creating adaptation strategies, and integrating those strategies into
General Plans and other policy documents. The City’s climate change vulnerability assessment is
consistent with the guidance and recommended methods provided in the APG.

Climate Science Overview

Climate change is a long-term change in the average meteorological conditions in an area. Currently, the
global climate is changing due to an increase in greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions that trap heat near the
Earth’s surface. While some levels of these gases are necessary to maintain a comfortable temperature
on Earth, an increased concentration of these gases due to human activity traps additional heat, changing
Earth’s climate system in several ways. These effects can lead to an increase in frequency and intensity of
climate change hazards, which according to the APG, have the potential to cause fatalities, injuries,
property and infrastructure damage, interruption of business, and other types of harm or loss. These
hazards can include extreme heat, severe storms, wildfires, landslides, and drought conditions, among
others. This Climate Change Vulnerability Assessment Report evaluates the impacts created by these
hazards in and around Santa Rosa and the ability of Santa Rosa’s populations and community to resist and
recover from these hazards, to assess which aspects of the community are most vulnerable to climate
change.

2
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Method

The Climate Change Vulnerability Assessment analyzes how a changing climate may harm the City of
Santa Rosa, and which aspects of the community — including people, buildings and infrastructure,
ecosystems and natural resources, services, and economic drivers — are most vulnerable to its effects. The
vulnerability assessment primarily follows the recommended process published in the APG in 2020 by the
California Governor’s Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES) and recommended by the Governor’s Office
of Planning and Research. This includes a four-step process: (1) characterizing the community’s exposure
to current and projected climate hazards; (2) identifying potential sensitivities and potential impacts to
community populations and assets; (3) evaluating the current ability of the City, populations, and assets
to cope with climate impacts, also referred to as its adaptive capacity; and (4) identifying priority
vulnerabilities based on systematic scoring. These steps are shown in Figure 1 and further described in
this section.

Figure 1. California Adaptation Planning Guide Vulnerability Assessment Method

Step 1. Identify Exposure

Step 2. Identify Sensitivities & Potential Impacts
Step 3. Assess Adaptive Capacity
Step 4. Prioritize Vulnerability Scoring

Step 1: Identify Exposure. The goal of this step is to characterize the community’s exposure to current
and projected climate change hazards. Many projections of climate change hazards rely on multiple
scenarios that reflect different levels of how global GHG emissions and atmospheric GHG concentrations
may change over time. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), an organization that
represents the global scientific consensus about climate change, has identified four climate scenarios,
also called Representative Concentration Pathways (RCPs), that can be used to project future conditions.
RCPs are labeled with different numbers (e.g., RCP 2.6, RCP 6) that refer to the increase in the amount of
energy that reaches each square meter of Earth’s surface under that scenario. The four RCPs are:

e RCP 2.6: Under this scenario, global GHG emissions peak around 2020 and then decline quickly.
e RCP 4.5: Under this scenario, global GHG emissions peak around 2040 and then decline.

o RCP 6: Global emissions continue to rise until the middle of the century.

e RCP 8.5: Global emissions continue to increase at least until the end of the century.

The Cal-Adapt database, which provides California-specific climate change hazard projections, uses RCP
4.5 for a low emissions scenario and RCP 8.5 for a high emissions scenario. The Governor’s Office of
Planning and Research Planning and Investing for a Resilient California document and the APG
recommend using RCP 8.5 for analyses considering impacts through 2050, as there are minimal
differences between emission scenarios for the first half of the century. The APG also recommends using
RCP 8.5 for late-century projections, for a more conservative and risk-adverse approach. The City used
the RCP 8.5 GHG emission scenario results provided by the Cal-Adapt database and other resources for
this assessment.

3
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The first step of this Climate Change Vulnerability
Assessment was to confirm hazards expected to occur in the
City of Santa Rosa. The City identified eight climate change
hazards for this assessment, listed here and discussed in
more detail in the Climate Change Hazards of Concern
section and EcoAdapt’s Climate Vulnerability and Adaptation
Report for Santa Rosa.!

Sensitivity: The level to which a
species, natural system, or
community, government, etc., would
be affected by changing climate
conditions.

Source: California Adaptation Planning Guide

Agricultural and Ecosystem Pests and Diseases
Drought

Extreme Heat

Human Health Hazards

Landslides

Severe Wind

Severe Storms

Wildfire

©® N Uk WwN e

The City derived the climate change hazard data from up-to-date information, including the Cal-Adapt
database, the APG, the California 4th Climate Change Assessment, the California Geological Survey, the
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), the California Department of Forestry and Fire
Protection (CAL FIRE), the Santa Rosa 2016 LHMP and EcoAdapt’s Climate Vulnerability and Adaptation
Report for Santa Rosa.

Step 2. Identify Sensitivities and Potential Impacts. This step included evaluating past and potential future
climate change impacts to community populations and assets. The City first identified a list of populations
and assets to include in the assessment with the following five categories:

1. Populations: People that experience a heightened risk and increased sensitivity to climate change
and have less capacity and fewer resources to adapt to or recover from climate impacts.

2. Buildings and Infrastructure: Structures that provide various services to Santa Rosa community
members and visitors.

3. Economic Drivers: Economic sectors and activities that make significant contributions to the
Santa Rosa economy.

4. Ecosystems and Natural Resources: Types of wild and natural lands within the city boundary.

5. Key Services: Important functions to community members provided by government agencies and
private companies.

This list included 20 populations, 23 infrastructure and building types, 8 economic drivers, 6 ecosystems
and natural resources, and 8 key services. (The Populations and Assets section presented later in this
report describes these populations and assets.) The populations and assets for the Climate Change
Vulnerability Assessment were derived from the results of the EcoAdapt Climate Change Adaptation
Workshop series held in January 2021, which included participants from various City departments,
Sonoma County, and community-based organizations. After confirmation of this list, the City looked at
which hazards are likely to affect which populations and assets, because not all hazards will affect all
populations or assets. For example, human health hazards are likely to impact most populations but are

" Please refer to EcoAdapt’s Climate Vulnerability and Adaptation Report for Santa Rosa report when reading
through the Climate Change Hazards of Concern section and Critical Vulnerabilities section of this report.

4
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not likely to physically affect parks and open space or Exposure: The presence of people,

school buildings. The outcome of this step was an infrastructure, natural systems, and

applicability matrix that identified whether a population or
asset is likely to be exposed to a hazard. If a population or
asset has the potential to be affected directly or indirectly

economic, cultural, and social resources
in areas that are subject to harm.

by a hazard, a “yes” was indicated in the appropriate box. Impact: The effects (especially the
Direct impacts affect buildings and infrastructure, health or | negative effects) of a hazard or other
populations, or immediate operations of economic drivers conditions associated with climate
or community services, and they can lead to indirect change.

impacts on the broader system or community, including
populations or asset types in a different category. For
example, severe wind can directly damage electrical transmission lines causing power outages, which can
indirectly impact persons with chronic illnesses who depend on the electricity for life support systems.
Therefore, both electrical transmission lines and persons with chronic illnesses were marked as “yes” for
being affected by severe wind and would be evaluated in the assessment.

Source: California Adaptation Planning Guide

After the applicability review, the City evaluated potential impacts to the applicable populations and
community assets. To identify how great the impacts of each relevant hazard are on the populations and
community assets, the City considered a number of different questions that helped ensure the
assessment broadly covered a range of potential harm. Examples of these questions include:

e Could the hazard(s) cause injury or damage?

e s there a risk of behavioral or mental harm, loss of economic activity, or other nonphysical
effects?

e How many people or community assets could be harmed both directly and indirectly?

e How long would the impacts persist?

e |sthere a substantial chance of death or widespread destruction?

Based on the results of the impact assessment, the City ranked each population and asset low, medium,
or high for each relevant hazard. Impact is considered a negative quality, and therefore a higher impact
score means that there is a higher potential for harm to a population or asset. A lower impact score
means that there is a lower potential for harm to a population or asset. Table 1 provides more detail
about what each score means.

5
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Table 1. Rubric for Impact Scoring

Impact . Meaning (Buildings and Infrastructure, Services,
P Meaning (People and Ecosystems) gl g L
Score and Economic Drivers)
) ) Damage, interruption in service, or impacts on
Community members may not notice any ) ) )
) ) ) the local economy is small or intermittent
Low Impact | change. If noticed, effect would be minor with ] )
) ] ) enough to mostly go unnoticed. If noticed,
only occasional disruptions. )
effects are only minor.
Medium There is a marked impact to the community. Damage, service interruptions, and other
Impact Quality of life may decline. Impacts may be impacts are clearly evident. Impacts may be
P chronic, and at times substantial. chronic and occasionally substantial.
The well-being of the community declines Buildings, infrastructure, and services often or
significantly. The community’s current lifestyle always cannot function as intended or needed
High Impact | and behavior may no longer be possible. There | to meet community demand. Large sections of
is a severe risk of widespread injury or death to | the economy experience major hardships or are
people, or of significant or total ecosystem loss. | not feasible.

Step 3. Assess Adaptive Capacity. Adaptive capacity is the

ability of populations and community assets to prepare for,
respond to, and recover from the impacts of climate change.
Each population and asset was evaluated for adaptive capacity

by considering the following questions:

1. Arethere existing programs, policies, or funding to

provide assistance?

2. Are there barriers that limit response or recovery? Are
these barriers created by financial limitations, political

challenges, lack of access to technology or other
resources, or other factors?

Adaptive Capacity: The “combination
of the strengths, attributes, and
resources available to an individual,
community, society, or organization
that can be used to prepare for and
undertake actions to reduce adverse
impacts, moderate harm, or exploit
beneficial opportunities.”

Source: California Adaptation Planning Guide

3. Do alternatives exist in or near Santa Rosa that community members can use?

Based on the results of the adaptive capacity assessment, the City ranked the adaptive capacity of each
population or asset as low, medium, or high. Adaptive capacity is considered a positive attribute, so a
higher adaptive capacity score will mean that a population or asset may be more adaptable to the hazard.
A lower adaptive capacity score means that a population or asset may have a harder time adjusting to the
changing conditions. Table 2 provides more detail about what each score means.
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Table 2. Rubric for Adaptive Capacity Scoring

Adaptive Capacity Score

Meaning

High Adaptive Capacity

Adaptation solutions are feasible for most or all sensitivities. There may be
occasional or small-scale challenges to implementing adaptation methods, but
populations and assets can adapt with little or no effort. Many alternatives exist
in the area that can provide similar services.

Medium Adaptive Capacity

Some adaptation methods are available, but not always feasible. Adapting may
create significant challenges for some sensitivities. Some alternatives exist
within the jurisdiction area that can provide similar services.

Low Adaptive Capacity

Adaptive solutions are available, but they are not used due to cost,
technological or other resource constraints, and/or not supported by decision-
makers or the community. Alternatives may not exist that can provide similar
services. Some assets may not have feasible means to adapt.

Step 4. Prioritize Vulnerability Scoring. The City used the
impact and adaptive capacity scores for each population
and asset for each relevant hazard to determine the
vulnerability score. The vulnerability score reflects how
susceptible a population or asset is to harm from a
particular hazard. Vulnerability is assessed on a scale of low,
medium, and high. Low vulnerability does not mean that
the population or asset will be unaffected by climate
change, but that the effects are likely to be less substantial. Source: California Adaptation Planning Guide
The matrix in Table 3 shows how impact and adaptive

Vulnerability: The degree to which
natural, built, and human systems
are susceptible “...to harm from
exposure to stresses associated with
environmental and social change and
from the absence of capacity to
adapt.”

capacity scores combine and translate into a vulnerability score. For example, extreme heat would create
a high impact on energy delivery services as mechanical failures, heat damage, and high demand for
electricity from cooling equipment can disrupt this service. Adaptive capacity is low because many
community members need to use more electricity on extreme heat days to keep cool and retrofitting
electrical equipment can be expensive. Therefore, energy delivery services have a high vulnerability to

extreme heat.

Table 3. Vulnerability Scoring Matrix

Adaptive Capacity Score Low Impact Medium Impact High Impact
Low Adaptive Capacity Medium High High
Medium Adaptive Capacity Low Medium High
High Adaptive Capacity Low Low Medium
7
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CLIMATE CHANGE HAZARDS OF CONCERN

As described in the APG, hazards are events or physical conditions that have the potential to cause
fatalities, injuries, property and infrastructure damage, interruption of business, and other types of harm
or loss. Some natural hazards are not climate change related, such as earthquakes, which do not have a
known connection with climate change. Climate change hazards are natural hazards that can change in
frequency and intensity due to climate change. The Climate Change Vulnerability Assessment assessed
the climate change hazards that are most relevant to the City of Santa Rosa. The following list generally
describes the climate change hazards included in the Climate Change Vulnerability Assessment:

e Agricultural and Ecosystem Pests and Diseases: Pests and diseases that may affect crops, plants,
vineyards, and wildlife.

e Drought: A drought is a period of drier than normal conditions that result in water-related
problems for people, agriculture, and ecosystems.

o Extreme Heat and Warm Nights: Extreme heat conditions are defined as conditions that are much
hotter than average for Santa Rosa. Extreme heat days in Santa Rosa are considered days with
temperatures above 98.1 °F and warm nights in Santa Rosa are considered nights with
temperatures above 56.3 °F.

e Human Health Hazards: Human health hazards are bacteria, viruses, parasites, and other
organisms that can cause diseases in people. Climate-related human health hazards are usually
diseases carried by animals that are considered pests, such as mice and rats, mosquitos, and
ticks.

e Landslides and Debris Flows: A landslide happens when a slope, like the side of a hill or mountain,
becomes unstable during heavy rainfall events, causing soil and rocks to slide down slope.

e Severe Storms: Severe storms result in heavy rainfall, hail, lightning, and flooding.

e Severe Wind: Severe wind occurs when sustained wind speeds exceed 40 miles per hour and last
for 1 hour or longer, or winds of 58 miles per hour for any duration.

o Wildfire: Wildfires are defined as any unplanned fire in a wildland area or in the wildland-urban
interface. Wildfire can spread into developed areas by crossing the wildland-urban interface (the
zone where undeveloped wildland meets developed areas) and cause significant damage to
people and property.

The climate change hazards data is based on projections provided by Cal-Adapt, the California Fourth
Climate Change Assessment, the California Geological Survey, FEMA, and scholarly research. A more
detailed description of specific climate projections for the City of Santa Rosa can be found in EcoAdapt’s
Climate Vulnerability and Adaptation Report for Santa Rosa (http://ecoadapt.org/workshops/santa-rosa-
adaptation-workshop). The Critical Vulnerabilities section presents how these hazards are expected to
affect the populations and assets included in the Climate Change Vulnerability Assessment.

POPULATIONS AND ASSETS

Populations and assets are the people, infrastructure, services, economic drivers, and other community
features in the City of Santa Rosa that can be affected by climate change. The Climate Change
Vulnerability Assessment looks at how each population and community asset may be affected by each of
the climate change hazards discussed above. The APG provides a general list of populations and assets,
which the City refined and used to develop a list of 65 populations and assets that fall into five distinct
asset categories: (1) populations, (2) buildings and infrastructure, (3) economic drivers, (4) ecosystems
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and natural resources, and (5) key services. The following sections describe the populations and assets
included in each of the five categories.

Populations

The Climate Change Vulnerability Assessment evaluated 20 populations. These populations have age,
financial, health, mobility, or other characteristics that make them more likely to be directly affected by
hazardous events. The City gathered data for many populations listed from the 2020 Santa Rosa Forward
Existing Conditions Report, the Healthy Places Index,? EcoAdapt’s Climate Vulnerability and Adaptation
Report for Santa Rosa, and the 2020 Sonoma County Homeless Census Comprehensive Report.> The
Climate Change Vulnerability Assessment included the following populations:

1. Children (under 18) 12. Persons living on single-access roads

2. Cost-burdened households 13. Persons with chronic illnesses and/or
3. Households in poverty disabilities

4. Immigrant communities 14. Persons without a high school degree
5. Linguistically isolated persons 15. Persons without access to lifelines

6. Low-income households 16. Renters

7. Low-resourced people of color 17. Seniors (65+)

8. Outdoor workers 18. Seniors living alone

9. Overcrowded households 19. Students

10. Persons experiencing homelessness 20. Unemployed persons

11. Persons living in mobile homes

Buildings and Infrastructure

The Climate Change Vulnerability Assessment assessed the vulnerability of 23 different types of buildings
and infrastructure systems in Santa Rosa. These infrastructure categories help daily activities, economic
drivers, community services, and emergency response events. Several of these assets support the
transportation network, energy delivery, water and wastewater services, and recreation and tourism
activities. The infrastructure section of the Climate Change Vulnerability Assessment focuses on the
physical effects of climate change hazards on infrastructure itself instead of the services or economic
activity they provide. The City derived information on buildings and infrastructure from the 2020 Santa
Rosa Forward Existing Conditions Report; EcoAdapt’s Climate Vulnerability and Adaptation Report for
Santa Rosa; and other local, State, and federal sources. The Climate Change Vulnerability Assessment
included the following building and infrastructure assets:

1. Biking and pedestrian trails 10. Government administration facilities
2. Bridges 11. Hazardous materials sites
3. Communication facilities 12. Homes and residential structures
4. Community centers 13. Libraries
5. Dams 14. Major roads and highways
6. Electrical transmission infrastructure 15. Natural gas pipelines: Pacific Gas and
(substations and power lines) Electric Company (PG&E)
7. Emergency operation buildings 16. Parks and open space
8. Evacuation and cooling centers 17. Public safety buildings
9. Flood-control infrastructure and storm 18. Railway
drains 19. Schools
9
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20. Single-access roads 22. Transit facilities
21. Solid waste facilities 23. Water and wastewater infrastructure

Economic Drivers

The Climate Change Vulnerability Assessment evaluated the vulnerability of nine distinct economic drivers
in the City of Santa Rosa. These economic assets include agriculture-related assets, major employment
industries, and recreation and tourism within the city and on surrounding regional and state lands. The
City obtained information on economic drivers from the 2020 Comprehensive Annual Financial Report and
the 2020 Santa Rosa Forward Existing Conditions Report. The Climate Change Vulnerability Assessment
included the following economic driver assets:

1. Agribusiness 5. Outdoor recreation and tourism
2. Education 6. Retail trade
3. Healthcare 7. Research, development, and
4. Major employers, including Public manufacturing
Administration 8. State and regional parks

Ecosystems and Natural Resources

There are six primary ecosystems in Santa Rosa, although many can be subdivided into specific habitats.
The ecosystems and natural resources section of the vulnerability assessment focuses on how the plants
and wildlife in ecosystems are likely to be affected by climate change hazards and the current ability of
these systems to adapt to changing conditions. The primary resource for this analysis is the City of Santa
Rosa General Plan 2035 Draft Environmental Impact Report, Biological Resources chapter. The Climate
Change Vulnerability Assessment included the following ecosystems and natural resources:

1. Aquatic/Riverine 4. Oak Woodland
2. Douglas-Fir Forest 5. Riparian Woodland
3. Grassland 6. Wetlands

Key Services

The Climate Change Vulnerability Assessment evaluated the vulnerability of eight different types of
services in Santa Rosa. These key service categories provide essential goods, utilities, and services to
residents and visitors in the city. These services are provided by public and private agencies, as well as
volunteer organizations. The key services section of the vulnerability assessment focuses on the actions
and services provided in these categories instead of the physical buildings and infrastructure that support
the services. The Climate Change Vulnerability Assessment included the following key services:

Public safety services
Public transit services
Solid waste removal

Communication services
Emergency medical response
Energy delivery

Government administration &
community services

HwnN e
© N w

Water and wastewater
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CRITICAL VULNERABILITIES

The vulnerability assessment evaluates the impact and adaptive capacity of each population and asset for
each relevant hazard. Vulnerability scores were assigned on a scale of low, medium, and high (as shown in
Table 3) to reflect how susceptible the population or asset is to harm posed by the hazard. In total, the
Climate Change Vulnerability Assessment considered 360 different pairings for vulnerability. This section
provides a summary of the key vulnerabilities within Santa Rosa. For a complete list of vulnerability scores
for all populations and assets, refer to Appendix B.

Populations

The Climate Change Vulnerability Assessment evaluated 20 populations that may be disproportionately
harmed by climate change hazards. Of the 20 populations evaluated in the vulnerability assessment, 16
scored as having high vulnerability for at least one hazard type. Populations are generally most vulnerable
to wildfire, extreme heat, and human health hazards. The most vulnerable populations include
households in poverty, outdoor workers, low-resourced people of color, seniors living alone, and
immigrant communities. The critical vulnerability descriptions below group populations together that may
face similar vulnerabilities. Table 4 shows how the 16 populations were grouped into 8 populations for
these descriptions.

Table 4. Population Groups for Critical Vulnerabilities

Population Group Populations Included
Households in poverty

Cost-burdened households

Households with limited financial resources -
Low-income households

Unemployed persons
Children
Outdoor workers

Persons that spend a significant amount of time outdoors

Persons with chronic illnesses and/or disabilities

Persons without access to lifelines

Persons with health conditions or limited mobility -
Seniors

Seniors living alone

Immigrant communities

Low-resourced and immigrant communities
Low-resourced people of color

Persons experiencing homelessness Persons experiencing homelessness
Persons living in mobile homes Persons living in mobile homes
Persons living on single-access roads Persons living on single-access roads
Overcrowded households Overcrowded households?

1. Based on the Santa Rosa General Plan 2035 Housing Element and U.S. Census, overcrowded households are defined as households with
more than one person per room (including all rooms except bathrooms). Persons living in households with more than 1.5 persons per

room are considered severely overcrowded.
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Households with limited financial resources are highly vulnerable to nearly all hazards that will impact
Santa Rosa, with the exception of agriculture and ecosystem pests and diseases. These persons, especially
households in poverty, are more likely to live in homes with less insulation, less structural stability, or lack
of air conditioning, increasing exposure to unsafe living conditions due to mold and mildew damage from
severe storms, high indoor air temperatures from extreme heat, and poor indoor air quality from wildfire
smoke. Households in poverty may lack the financial means to recover from property damage, increases
in water and electricity bills, or iliness caused by climate change hazards. Financial assistance programs
and incentives, such as the Sonoma County Energy Independence Program’s property assessed clean
energy (PACE) financing, rebates, and tax credits are available to assist with upgrades to some homes.
However, households with financial instability may be unaware or unable to participate in these services.

Persons that spend a significant amount of time outdoors, such as children and outdoor workers, are
highly vulnerable to extreme heat and wildfire. Outdoor workers are also highly vulnerable to agricultural
pests and diseases, drought, human health hazards, severe wind, and severe storms.

Children tend to spend more time outdoors than many adults and may not be aware of the onset of heat-
related illnesses, such as heat exhaustion or heat stroke. Reduced air quality from wildfire smoke can also
decrease the ability of young children to adapt to warmer temperatures over time.

Outdoor workers are directly exposed to extreme heat, human health hazards, and the smokey air quality
conditions due to the outdoor nature of their occupations. Outdoor work often involves physically intense
work, which can increase the risk of medical complications. Outdoor work can be halted during hazardous
conditions, such as severe storms, severe wind, and wildfire, creating economic hardships for outdoor
workers. Drought, extreme heat, and agriculture pests and diseases may also harm the crops, vineyards,
and livestock that outdoor workers in the agriculture industry rely on causing additional economic
hardship for outdoor workers. This may limit the ability of outdoor workers to seek medical attention for
heat or air quality-related illnesses. Some outdoor workers may be able to transfer industries through
educational programs within the Sonoma County Adult Education Program; however, this may not be
feasible for all individuals.

Persons with existing health conditions or limited mobility, such as persons with chronic health conditions
and/or disabilities, persons without access to lifelines, seniors, and seniors living alone are highly
vulnerable to nearly all hazards. These individuals may have compromised immune systems that make it
more difficult for health professionals to treat heat, human health, or smoke-related illnesses. Seniors in
particular are usually more susceptible to heat-related illnesses, pathogens, and smoke conditions
because they are more likely to have medical conditions that can worsen with extreme heat, and often
take medicine that makes it harder for them to stay cool. These individuals may not be able to maintain
their homes or properties in defense of wildfire and severe wind, as well as have difficulty evacuating
during emergencies cause by severe storms, wildfire, or landslides. Power outages from Public Safety
Power Shutoff (PSPS) events due to extreme heat or severe wind can also isolate these persons and
potentially cause life-support systems to fail.
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Low-resourced and immigrant communities, such as immigrant communities, linguistically isolated
persons, and low-resourced people of color, are highly vulnerable to drought, extreme heat, human
health hazards, severe wind, severe storms, and wildfire. These populations may be hesitant or unable to
seek help due to language barriers, citizenship or immigration concerns, and racially based discrimination
or profiling.* These individuals may live in low-lying areas or less resilient structures that can be damaged
by severe storms, severe wind, and wildfires. Immigrant communities and low-resourced people of color
may not have the financial means to pay for increased utility costs for water and electricity due to
extreme heat and drought, or increased medical costs because of human health hazards, wildfire smoke,
and extreme heat. Financial assistance programs, such as PACE, are available to assist with upgrades to
some homes and FEMA assistance is available post-disaster; however, they may not be accessible for
those with language barriers or for immigrant communities.

Persons experiencing homelessness lack permanent and often temporary shelter, which can leave them
directly exposed to high temperatures, smoke from wildfires, severe wind, flooding from severe storms,
and human health hazards. These persons may not have access to cool locations, water, sunscreen, or
protective equipment to increase resiliency to extreme heat, human health hazards, and smoke
conditions. High winds and heavy rainfall can damage or destroy temporary shelters and personal
property of persons experiencing homelessness, and recovery can be difficult for these populations.

Persons living in mobile homes are highly vulnerable to extreme heat, landslides, severe wind, and
wildfire. Mobile homes are generally less resilient than other housing types, making them more
susceptible to damage from landslides, severe storms, and wildfire. People who live in mobile homes are
more likely to suffer harm during a hazard event due to the methods and materials used for mobile home
construction. Mobile homes may also lack sufficient insulation or air conditioning, which can increase
indoor air temperatures for persons living in mobile homes during extreme heat conditions and exposure
to wildfire smoke. Mobile home residents may be able to receive some financial relief from the California
Department of Housing and Community Development if their home is damaged in a disaster; however,
not all mobile homes may qualify for this assistance.

Persons living on single-access roads can become isolated from the community if their access routes or
roadways become blocked or impassable due to landslides, wildfire, downed trees and debris from severe
winds, severe storms that cause flooding, and other forms of severe weather. Blocked access routes can
prevent evacuation during an emergency and access by emergency personnel and first responders.
Residents and business owners who live on single-access roads may be unable to obtain medical care or
vital goods such as food and medicine if their access routes or roadways become blocked or impassible.

Overcrowded households are highly vulnerable to human health hazards as overcrowding conditions
facilitate the spread of contagious diseases, such as respiratory diseases including influenza, COVID-19,
and pneumonia. Crowded housing conditions can increase interior moisture, providing a habitat for
respiratory viruses, mites, roaches, and molds. While some households may be able to install improved
air filtration and ventilation systems to reduce the spread of respiratory diseases, others may lack the
financial means to make these retrofits.
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Buildings and Infrastructure

Buildings and infrastructure vulnerability include the structures that support the economic drivers and
services in the City of Santa Rosa. These assets are most vulnerable to severe storms, landslides, and
wildfire. Of the 23 different types of buildings and infrastructure, 10 scored as having a high vulnerability
to at least one hazard. Transportation infrastructure, including major roads and highways, railways, and
single-access roads have similar vulnerabilities, and are therefore combined herein.

Electrical transmission infrastructure is highly vulnerable to extreme heat, landslides, severe wind, severe
storms, and wildfire. Electric transmission infrastructure is dependent on overhead power lines owned
and operated by PG&E. Extreme heat can cause mechanical failure of electrical equipment, heat damage
to the aboveground infrastructure, and a high demand for electricity due to air conditioning units.
Increased electricity usage for air conditioning during heat waves can overtax electrical transmission lines
and transformers, which may malfunction or fail, causing power outages. Severe winds can cause
transmission lines to sway near each other, potentially leading to arcing. This can generate sparks,
excessive heat, and line damage. Landslides can damage electrical transmission lines if their foundations
are undermined or fail. Wildfires can also damage power lines and substations. PG&E is currently
conducting a climate vulnerability assessment to assess the risk and vulnerability of the infrastructure
they operate to climate change hazards, which includes identifying any necessary improvement.
However, some measures can both be expensive and require yearly or seasonal management activities.

Homes and residential structures are highly vulnerable to landslides, severe wind, severe storms, and
wildfire. Homes in northeastern, eastern, and southern Santa Rosa are located Santa Rosa’s Wildland-
Urban Interface Fire Area and contain some areas identified as CAL FIRE’s Very High Fire Hazard Severity
Zones and California Geological Survey’s landslide potential areas. These hazards can damage or destroy
homes. Homes in western Santa Rosa and along the creeks are in the 100-year or 500-year floodplains
and can be damaged by heavy rainfall that causes flooding. If flooding does not destroy a home, it can
lead to mold and mildew, making the structure uninhabitable. Homes, especially older homes, can also be
damaged by downed trees and debris from severe winds and other forms of severe storms. Funding
sources such as PACE programs and rebates for energy-efficiency upgrades can help homeowners,
including low-income residents, retrofit their homes. Homes can also be hardened against severe wind,
severe storms, and landslides, and defensible space can be created to minimize damage from wildfires.
However, these adaptive options can be expensive and are not always feasible for residents.

Transportation infrastructure, including major roads and highways, railway, and single-access roads are
highly vulnerable to extreme heat, landslides, severe wind, severe storms, and wildfire. Major roads,
which are frequently used as evacuation routes, can be blocked or closed due to catastrophic events and
natural disasters such as wildfires, landslides, or flooding from severe storms, disrupting commute
patterns and preventing effective evacuations during emergencies. Railways, which provide both freight
and passenger services, can deform and buckle under extreme heat conditions or be flooded by heavy
rainfall during a severe storm. If one section of a railway is damaged and becomes unusable, there are no
alternative railway routes that can be used until the railway is repaired. However, roadways can serve as
alternative transportation routes if railways become unusable. Single-access roads are the most
vulnerable transportation asset, as alternative routes may not be available if these roadways are
damaged or become impassable due to landslides, heavy rainfall that causes flooding, downed trees from
severe wind, and wildfire. This could trap or isolate residents and business owners who live and work on
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single-access roads, preventing them from evacuating, seeking medical care, or from obtaining vital goods
such as food and medicine.

Dams are highly vulnerable to landslides and severe storms. Four dams in and surrounding the city are
located within a landslide susceptibility area, which can cause instability of a dam or seepage within dam
structures.® Heavy rainfall from severe storms may cause reservoirs to fill too quickly for the capacity of
the spillway and dam structure. This can cause water to spill over the dam, damage spillways, and
ultimately cause dam failure, resulting in major flooding downstream. The California Division of Dam
Safety regulates dams in California. Upgrades or repairs to dams can be expensive and take many years to
complete.

Parks and open spaces in the city are highly vulnerable to drought and landslides. Drought can cause
unirrigated open spaces to lose plants and wildlife, reducing the available ecosystem services and quality
of the open space.® Some parks and open space may function as intended during drought conditions,
especially those managed with native and/or drought-tolerant landscaping and water and soil
conservation and moisture retention techniques. Some public and private parks and green spaces, such
as Nagasawa Community Park, Fountain Grove Golf Course, Howarth Memorial Park, Spring Lake Park,
East Skyhawk Park, and others are in landslide susceptibility areas. Landslides can undermine walking and
biking paths or damage park facilities in the city. Park facilities, trails, and paths can be retrofitted to
prevent damage from landslides or rebuilt after landslides; however, this can become expensive for
facilities that are repeatedly lost or damaged due to hazards.

Communication facilities are highly vulnerable to severe wind. Communication facilities can be damaged
by debris carried by severe winds, causing them to malfunction and become unable to meet the demands
of the community. In some cases, communication systems can be overloaded during a hazard event or a
power outage, preventing the system from functioning as needed. Communication facilities can be
retrofitted to prevent damage from severe wind or repaired after severe wind events to ensure reliable
communication services. However, this can be expensive for facilities that are repeatedly lost or damaged
due to hazards.

Flood-control infrastructure, such as flood-control channels, basins, and storm drain infrastructure, are
highly vulnerable to severe storms that increase the risk of floodwaters overflowing banks during periods
of heavy rainfall, as well as blockage of storm drain systems from landslides and wildfires. This can lead to
the failure of flood-control systems or damage to infrastructure that drains stormwater away from both
rural and urban areas, resulting in increased risks of flooding, damage to creek ecosystems, and
degradation of water quality. Upgrades to flood-control infrastructure can be expensive and require
coordination with multiple regional and state agencies, delaying the upgrade process.

Water and wastewater infrastructure are highly vulnerable to severe storms that cause flooding due to
heavy rainfall. Although water infrastructure is likely to experience only minor effects, the Santa Rosa
Laguna Treatment Plant is within the 100-year flood hazard zone.” During heavy rainfall, the wastewater
infrastructure plant could be flooded and damaged, causing raw sewage to backup and flow into the
water and soil surrounding the plant. The wastewater treatment plant currently has a temporary
floodwall, but a permanent solution is needed. Furthermore, various aspects of the plant can be
upgraded and retrofitted to prevent damage from flooding associated with severe storms. However, this
can be expensive and take several years to complete once funding is available.
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Economic Drivers

Economic driver vulnerability includes the economic assets and activities that support the Santa Rosa
economy. These assets are most vulnerable to extreme heat and wildfire. Of the eight different types of
economic drivers evaluated, three scored high for at least one hazard. Due to similar impacts and
adaptive capacity, outdoor recreation and state and regional parks have been combined into one critical
vulnerability discussion.

Agribusiness is highly vulnerable to agriculture and ecosystem pests and diseases, drought, extreme heat,
severe wind, severe storms, and wildfire. Agribusiness including agricultural services and processing is
highly dependent on the region’s thriving agricultural production, which is highly vulnerable to these
hazards. Drought can reduce water supplies, making less water available for crop irrigation and reducing
yields or forcing farmers to change crop patterns or even the crops themselves. Extreme heat can
damage vineyards and crops that depend on long, cold winters which may become less frequent. For
example, cold-hardy crops, such as lettuce and apples, may become less suitable as temperatures
increase, and melons and sweet potatoes may become more common because they can withstand high
temperatures. Severe storms can harm or kill crops and agricultural infrastructure, reducing yields and
causing costly repairs. Smoke from wildfires can not only damage crops such as vineyards, but can also
harm farmworkers, which can impact the ability to effectively manage and harvest the products that are
processed in Santa Rosa. In some cases, farmers may be able to find crop varietals that are more resilient
to these changes; however, the processing of these crops may be different due to growing constraints.
Agriculture pests and diseases may become more common as temperatures rise and droughts become
more frequent, and some farmers may not be able to adjust to an increase in pests, reducing the amount
of agricultural goods being processed in the city. Improved drainage and other infrastructure, changes to
pest management activities, and increased personal protective equipment at farming operations may
help reduce damage from hazards and help maintain the agribusiness industry in Santa Rosa. However,
many of these actions can be expensive and may not be appropriate for all types of farming operations.

Outdoor recreation and tourism within the city and in surrounding state and regional parks is highly
vulnerable to agriculture and ecosystem pests and diseases, drought, extreme heat, landslides, and
wildfire. Drought and ecosystem pests and diseases can harm the plants and wildlife in state and regional
parks, reservoirs, or creeks within and surrounding the city. Outdoor recreation facilities may close or
reduce hours during extreme heat, smoke, or wildfire conditions, and after landslides. People may be less
willing to travel to the city for outdoor recreation activities. Smoke created by wildfires can also curtail
outdoor recreation activities as poor air quality can be harmful to people participating in outdoor
activities. Defensible space and slope stabilization can be created around some sites, and outdoor
recreation activities can be relocated to areas with accessible roadways and away from poor air quality or
high temperatures, but these areas may not be in the city or attract as much economic activity.

Education is highly vulnerable to wildfires as students, faculty, and staff may relocate after a wildfire has
occurred in the city. In the aftermath of the Tubbs Fire in 2017, school enrollment dropped significantly,
preventing the education system from fully recovering. This pattern may decrease the number of
education sector employment opportunities within the city. Education as an economic driver is highly
dependent on the number students in a school district or at a college, and therefore the industry may
have a difficult time recovering.
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Ecosystems and Natural Resources

Ecosystem and natural resources, such as plants, trees, wildlife, and ecosystems in Santa Rosa, are most
vulnerable to drought and extreme heat. Of the six different types of ecosystems and natural resources,
four scored as having a high vulnerability to at least one hazard.

Aquatic and riverine ecosystems are highly vulnerable to drought, extreme heat, landslides, severe
storms, and wildfire. Drought can lower water levels and water quality of aquatic and riverine
ecosystems, contributing to algal blooms that lower the concentrations of dissolved oxygen, causing harm
to fish and other aquatic species. Extreme heat can raise water temperatures in aquatic systems, also
increasing dissolved oxygen content and decreasing overall water quality.® Landslides, heavy rainfall
associated with severe storms, and fire retardants used to fight wildfires, can alter water courses and
increase sediment, contaminants, and harmful nutrients in these systems. Sufficient precipitation, cooler
temperatures, and improved water quality are necessary for recovery of fish and plant populations.

Douglas-fir forests are highly vulnerable to ecosystem pests and diseases, drought, extreme heat, and
wildfire. Higher temperatures and drought can stress Douglas-fir trees and make them more susceptible
to damage from pest infestation, such as the bark beetle, which prevents the flow of nutrients the forests
need to survive. Bark beetle eggs typically will not survive a hard freeze? so warming temperatures have
allowed the insects to flourish. Diseased or dying forests are more susceptible to wildfire and provide fuel
for a fire to progress. Many Douglas-fir forests have reduced capacity to effectively recover from extreme
heat events, prolonged drought, or pests and diseases. Seed longevity is projected to decrease, and
fertility can decline slightly, making it harder for forests to reestablish themselves. This can create barriers
to continuity (interconnected patches of a particular ecosystem) and dispersal (when seeds move from
one site to a growing site) due to the rural and remote nature of the county.’ These forests can also be
managed to prevent or lessen the severity of wildfires; however, land management faces regulatory,
financial, and personnel restrictions that limit the ability to effectively manage forests.°

Oak woodlands are highly vulnerable to ecosystem pests and diseases and severe wind. Sudden oak
death and other pests and diseases can devastate oak woodlands, which may worsen with extreme heat
and drought. Severe wind can cause sudden oak death to spread more rapidly within the ecosystem,
harming oak trees and the wildlife that depend on these woodlands. Oak woodlands can typically recover
from natural disturbance regimes, including pests and diseases. However, the spread of sudden oak death
may not be manageable with increased drought conditions.*

Wetlands are highly vulnerable to drought and extreme heat. These ecosystems are largely dependent on
precipitation for their water sources, and drought can reduce precipitation and soil moisture, leading to
tree and shrub ecosystem encroachment.? Extreme heat can reduce the quantity and quality of water
available for wetland habitats. Due to low connectivity and fragmented distribution of wetlands, these
ecosystems may face difficulty adapting to extreme heat and drought conditions. This ecosystem is also
highly dependent on water availability and may not be able to recover without an influx of water.3
Ecosystem managers can restore wetland functions and create new wetlands; however, this can require
coordination with land managers and can be expensive to complete.

2 A hard freeze occurs when air temperatures fall to 28 degrees Fahrenheit or lower and then stay below 32 degrees
Fahrenheit for several hours or days.
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Key Services

Key services vulnerability includes the essential goods, utilities, and services to residents and visitors in
the city. These assets are most vulnerable to wildfire. Of the eight different types of key services, four
scored as highly vulnerable to at least one hazard.

Energy delivery services are highly vulnerable to extreme heat, landslides, severe wind, and wildfire.
These services are dependent on overhead power lines and underground natural gas pipelines owned
and operated by PG&E, which are susceptible to extreme heat, fallen trees from severe winds, landslides,
and wildfire. Extreme heat can cause power outages due to mechanical failure of electrical equipment,
heat damage to the aboveground infrastructure, and a high demand for electricity due to air conditioning
units. Solar and hydroelectric energy production could decrease due to extreme heat. Solar photovoltaic
panels experience a decrease in efficiency due to excessive heat of converting solar energy to electric
energy by 10 to 25 percent as temperatures rise. Solar panels can also experience a decrease in energy
output by as much as 20 percent due to smoke and ash conditions.* The reservoirs that produce
hydroelectric energy may experience higher rates of evaporation, which reduces the amount of water
available to generate electricity. Electrical lines that are close to forested areas could be damaged by
falling trees that result from severe wind. These impacts could become chronic as forest ecosystems
weaken due to extreme heat and drought. Landslides can damage electrical transmission lines if their
foundations are undermined or fail. High winds can also cause PG&E to turn off electricity to prevent
sparks, as part of a PSPS event, which disrupts energy delivery to Santa Rosa. Wildfires can also damage
power lines, natural gas lines, and substations. PG&E is currently conducting a climate vulnerability
assessment to assess the risk and vulnerability of the infrastructure they operate to climate change
hazards, which includes identifying any necessary improvements. However, some of these measures can
both be expensive and require yearly or seasonal management activities.

Water and wastewater services are highly vulnerable to drought, landslides, severe storms, and wildfire.
Drought can reduce water available from the Russian River, which is the primary source of wholesale
water supply provided by Sonoma Water. This can lead the City to use more groundwater to meet the
demand of residents, government and other institutions, industries, and businesses and/or to declare a
water shortage emergency and implement its Water Shortage Contingency Plan. Landslides can damage
the pipelines carrying water to residents and wastewater to the wastewater treatment plant, and services
could be suspended until repairs are made. Heavy rainfall caused by severe storms can cause flooding
that can overwhelm the Santa Rosa Laguna Treatment Plan and untreated effluent could leak into the
surrounding water and soil. Wildfires could degrade the surface water quality that Santa Rosa relies on
due to ash content or fire retardants that contaminate surface water supplies. Increased water
conservation measures, use of more recycled water, and more extensive treatment equipment can
protect water services throughout the city. Wastewater services may have a more difficult time adapting
due to the expensive nature of moving and retrofitting wastewater infrastructure.

Public transit services are highly vulnerable to severe wind, severe storms, and wildfire. These hazards
can cause delays or rerouting of bus transit and may delay or block railway transit services. Transit
services could be delayed for hours or days, depending on the severity of the event. Transit users may
also be deterred from using transit if roadways and bus stops are flooded or during smoke conditions
from wildfires. In some cases, buses can be rerouted if roads become impassable due to flooding or
wildfire. However, this is not possible for rail-based transit services.

18
Draft_General Plan_all pages_RS.pdf Page 357 Printed 10/02/2023



CITY OF SANTA ROSA GENERAL PLAN UPDATE
CLIMATE CHANGE VULNERABILITY ASSESSMENT REPORT

Emergency medical services are highly vulnerable to human health hazards as an increase in vector-borne
and other ilinesses may cause the demand to outweigh the capacity of emergency medical response
services. There may be shortages of healthcare facilities, equipment, pharmaceuticals, and personnel if
healthcare workers become sick or if supply chains are disrupted. Local and regional medical centers and
providers can strengthen medical supply chains and prepare emergency contingency plans for if or when
human health hazards increase in frequency and intensity. However, this may take time and require
extensive coordination.

CONCLUSION

Out of the 65 populations and assets Santa Rosa analyzed, 40 are highly vulnerable to one or more hazard
condition. Wildfire is responsible for the largest number of high vulnerability scores, followed by extreme
heat and severe storms. The resilience of these populations and assets can increase through the
implementation of adaptation and hazard mitigation goals, policies, implementation programs, and
projects, such as those discussed in the 2016 Santa Rosa Local Hazard Mitigation Plan or EcoAdapt’s
Climate Vulnerability and Adaptation Report for Santa Rosa. Adaptation is the adjustment to natural and
human systems in response to actual or expected changes in climate conditions to reduce the harmful
effects of actual or expected changes.'® The results of the Climate Change Vulnerability Assessment and
the reports discussed above can be used to develop General Plan goals, policies, and actions to reduce
the critical vulnerabilities and increase resilience throughout the City of Santa Rosa.
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APPENDIX A: ABBREVIATIONS AND GLOSSARY

Abbreviations
AB: Assembly Bill

APG: Adaptation Planning Guide

Cal OES: California Governor’s Office of Emergency Services

CAL FIRE: California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection

FEMA: Federal Emergency Management Agency

GHG: greenhouse gas emissions

IPCC: Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change

LHMP: local hazard mitigation plan

PACE: Property Assessed Clean Energy

PG&E: Pacific Gas and Electric Company

PSPS: Public Safety Power Shutoff

RCP: Representative Concentration Pathway

SB: Senate Bill

Glossary

The Climate Change Vulnerability Assessment uses some terms specific to adaptation planning. The
following identifies and defines key terms used throughout the vulnerability assessment. For a more

comprehensive list of terms commonly used in adaptation planning, consult the California Adaptation
Planning Guide (https://www.caloes.ca.gov/climate).

List of Terms16

Adaptation: Making changes in response to current or future conditions (such as the increased frequency
and intensity of climate-related hazards), usually to reduce harm and to take advantage of new
opportunities.t’ 18

Adaptive Capacity: The “combination of the strengths, attributes, and resources available to an individual,
community, society, or organization that can be used to prepare for and undertake actions to reduce
adverse impacts, moderate harm, or exploit beneficial opportunities.”*

Climate Change: A change in the state of the climate that can be identified by changes in the mean
and/or the variability of its properties, and that persists for an extended period, typically decades or
longer.
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Community Asset: A valued feature of a community that may be harmed by climate change. Community
assets may include buildings, infrastructure, community services, ecosystems, and economic drivers. See
also “Populations and Assets.”

Drought: A drought is a period of drier than normal conditions that results in water-related problems
including, but not limited to, water supply shortages that impact people, agriculture, and ecosystems.

Economic Driver: Economic assets in Santa Rosa, including three agricultural-based sectors, major
employment industries, and recreation and tourism on regional, State, and federal lands.

Exposure: The presence of people, infrastructure, natural systems, and economic, cultural, and social
resources in areas that are subject to harm.?°

Extreme Event: When a weather or climate variable exceeds the upper or lower thresholds of its
observed range.?> %

Extreme Heat: When temperatures rise significantly above normal levels and is measured by the number
of extreme heat events per year and heat wave duration. An extreme heat day in Santa Rosa is where
temperatures reach at least 98.1 degrees Fahrenheit.

Frontline Population: Those disproportionately affected by climate change. See “Vulnerable Populations.”

Hazard: An event or physical condition that has the potential to cause fatalities, injuries, property
damage, infrastructure damage, agricultural losses, damage to the environment, interruption of business,
or other types of harm or loss.??

Hazard Mitigation: Sustained action taken to reduce or eliminate the long-term risk to human life and
property through actions that reduce hazard, exposure, and vulnerability.?*

Impact: The effects (especially the negative effects) of a hazard or other conditions associated with
climate change.

Populations and Assets: Populations and assets are the people, infrastructure, services, and economic
drivers in the City of Santa Rosa that can be affected by climate change.

Resilience: The capacity of any entity—an individual, a community, an organization, or a natural system—
to prepare for disruptions, to recover from shocks and stresses, and to adapt and grow from a disruptive
experience. Community resilience is the ability of communities to withstand, recover, and to learn from
past disasters to strengthen future response and recovery efforts.

Risk: The potential for damage or loss created by the interaction of hazards with assets such as buildings,
infrastructure, or natural and cultural resources.

Sensitivity: The level to which a species, natural system, or community, government, etc., would be
affected by changing climate conditions.?®

Susceptibility: A person or population’s potential for vulnerability due to demographic, socioeconomic,
and geolocation characteristics.
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Vulnerability: Climate vulnerability describes the degree to which natural, built, and human systems are
susceptible “...to harm from exposure to stresses associated with environmental and social change and
from the absence of capacity to adapt.”?®

Vulnerability Assessment: An analysis of how a changing climate may harm a community and which
elements—people, buildings and structures, resources, and other assets—are most vulnerable to its
effects based on an assessment of exposure, sensitivity, the potential impact(s), and the community’s
adaptive capacity.

Vulnerable Populations: Vulnerable populations include, but are not limited to, elderly, children,
agricultural and outdoor workers, and those suffering from pre-existing cardiovascular or respiratory
conditions.?” 28
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APPENDIX B: CLIMATE CHANGE VULNERABILITY ASSESSMENT RESULTS MATRIX

AGRICULTURE HUMAN
POPULATIONS AND ASSETS & EEE%%(?;EM DROUGHT EXJEE.}AE HHAEZ/:I\_QSS LANDSLIDES S\llzv\l/ERDE SSTE(\)/FE:\Q/IES WILDFIRE
DISEASES
Populations
Children (under 18) - - High Medium Low Medium | Medium High
Cost-burdened households - Low Medium Medium Medium Low Low Medium
Households in poverty - High High High High High High High
Immigrant communities Medium Medium High High Medium High High High
Linguistically isolated persons - - Medium Medium Medium Medium | Medium High
Low-income households - Low Medium Medium Medium Medium | Medium High
Low-resourced ethnic minorities Medium High High High Medium High High High
Outdoor workers High High High High Medium High High High
Overcrowded households - - Medium High Low Low Low Medium
Persons experiencing . . High High - High High High
Persons living in mobile homes - - High Low High High Medium High
rPOe;dOSnS living on single-access Low - - Low High Medium | Medium High
Persons with chronic ilinesses i i High High Medium High | Medium | High
and/or disabillities
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AGRICULTURE

HUMAN
POPULATIONS AND ASSETS & ECOSYSTEM DROUGHT EXTREME HEALTH LANDSLIDES SEVERE SEVERE WILDFIRE
PESTS & HEAT HAZARDS WIND STORMS
DISEASES
Persons without a high school i i Low Low Low Low Low Medium
degree
Persons without access to . . . . . ,
e 1 - - Medium Medium Medium Medium | Medium High
lifelines
Renters - - Low Low Medium Low Medium | Medium
Seniors (65+) - - High High High Medium High High
Seniors living alone - - High High High High High High
Students - - Low Medium Low Low Low Low
Unemployed persons - Medium | Medium Medium Medium Medium | Medium High
Buildings and Infrastructure
Biking and pedestrian trails Medium - - - Low Low Low Medium
Bridges - - - - Medium Medium | Medium | Medium
Communication facilities - - Medium - Low High Low Medium
Community centers - - Low - - Medium Low -
Dams - - - - High Low High Low
Electrical transmission , , . . ,
infrastructure - - High - High High High High
Emergency operation buildings - - Low - - Low Low -
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AGRICULTURE HUMAN
POPULATIONS AND ASSETS & ESE%%(?;EM DROUGHT EXJEE.T.AE HHAEZ/:I\_QSS LANDSLIDES SVEV\I/ERDE SSTE(\)/Rl’Ell\Q/IES WILDFIRE
DISEASES
(E:\éi(;,éjztion and cooling i i Low i i Medium Low i
Flood-control infrastructure - - - - - - High -
]S;(é\iiieﬂzsment administration i i Low i i Low Low Medium
Hazardous materials sites - - - - Medium - Medium | Medium
riomes and residential i i Medium : High High High High
Libraries - - Low - - Medium Low -
Major roads and highways - - Medium - Low Low Medium High
Natural gas pipelines: PG&E - - - - Medium - Low Low
Parks and open space Low High Medium - High Low Low Medium
Public safety buildings - - Low - - Medium Low High
Railway - - High - - - High Low
Schools - - Medium - Low Medium | Medium | Medium
Single-access roads Medium - Low - High High High High
Solid waste facilities - - - - - Low Medium -
Transit facilities - - - - Medium Low Medium | Medium
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AGRICULTURE

HUMAN
POPULATIONS AND ASSETS & ECOSYSTEM DROUGHT EXTREME HEALTH LANDSLIDES SEVERE SEVERE WILDFIRE
PESTS & HEAT HAZARDS WIND STORMS
DISEASES
Water and wastewater - Low - - Medium - High Medium
infrastructure
Economic Drivers
Agribusiness High High High Medium Medium High High High
Education - - - Medium Low - Low High
Healthcare - - Low Medium Low - Low Medium
Major employers, including i i i Low Medium i Low Medium
Public Administration
gﬂtg?nor recreation and Medium Medium High Medium Low Medium | Medium High
Retail trade - - Medium Low Low - Medium | Medium
Research, development, and
. - - - Low Low - Low Low
manufacturing
State and regional parks High High High Medium High Medium | Medium High
Ecosystems and Natural Resources
Aquatic/Riverine Low High High - High Low High High
Douglas-Fir Forest High High High - Low Low Low High
Grassland Medium Medium Low - Low Low Low Medium
Oak Woodland High Low Low - Medium High Low Low
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AGRICULTURE HUMAN
POPULATIONS AND ASSETS & ECOSYSTEM DROUGHT EXTREME HEALTH LANDSLIDES SEVERE SEVERE WILDFIRE
PESTS & HEAT HAZARDS WIND STORMS
DISEASES

Riparian Woodland Medium Medium | Medium - Medium Medium | Medium | Medium
Wetlands Low High High - - Medium | Medium | Medium
Key Services
Communication services Low - Low - Low Medium Low Medium
Emergency medical response Low - Medium High Medium Low Medium High
Energy delivery Medium Low High - High High Medium High
Government administration
and community services i i Low Low Low Low Low Low
Public safety response Medium - Low Medium Medium Medium | Medium High
Public transit access Low - Medium Low Medium High High High
Solid waste removal Medium - Medium Low Medium Medium Low Medium
Water and wastewater - High Low - High Low High High
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#367

Posted by Leah Halper on 09/25/2023 at 8:06pm [Comment ID: 480] - Link

Type: Suggestion -

Agree: 0, Disagree: 0

Generally, | find the plan well done and thorough. But | am concerned that climate
change, though mentioned often, is not prioritized with more urgency and more
specificity. For one important thing, the dates for making significant GHG emissions
reductions are far too distant and should be moved up considerably.

| also do not see priority on creating non fossil fuel transportation alternatives,
especially safe and accessible bike routes. These too are mentioned but the specifics
and timelines are either absent or fall far short of what we need. Also if there are no
new gas stations to be built in SoCo, where is the entire discussion of transition to
EVs? | appreciate that the city wants to make its own transportation greener, but it
should be planning to help the rest of us convert, also.

Specific comments on other matters, with Plan section mentioned:

Ch. 5—Please, re-establish a Trees division for the city of Santa Rosa with paid
trained staff who can maintain, protect, and safeguard trees for damage or injury.
Trees are a climate-safe strategy, a quality of life issue, and a class-based privilege
unless we make them available more widely, and care for them.

Ch 5—Please create lists of low or very low use shrubs to compliment
Climate-Forward Trees list developed in 2021-22. Not everyone has room for trees,
or money to buy them.

UD A 4 chapter 3—Please, explore and pilot a program to encourage more slowing,
spreading, sinking of rainwater through permeable pavements and rain garden
features on city properties and for privately owned parcels Permeable paving is here
and we should be using it more.

UD D4—make continuous bike lanes protected

PSF A 15 Include accessible playgrounds and athletic fields for children and adults
with various disabilities.

PSF | 1-5 Undertake a program to educate and incentivize urban landowners of all
kinds on slowing, spreading, and sinking stormwaters to increase groundwater
volumes.

7-6 seems like the place to make the argument for specific, measurable, urgent
emissions standards.-Santa Rosa should lead the way here.

OSC E 3 Pilot vegetation control along creeks that is non-toxic, using best practices
for avoiding herbicides
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OSC ] 3 Please investigate, develop, and fund free public charging stations within
city limits to compliment no-new-gas stations policy and to ensure equitable access
to electric vehicle charging
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